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1. Listening

Listening Comprehension 9th
VARIANT 1
THE TEENAGER’S WORLD

Are teenagers studious and serious?

A recent survey showed that teenagers work much harder than they did 10 years ago. Many British teenagers say that they like school. Adam, aged 15, says, “I like meeting up with friends and extending my knowledge”. Sarah, aged 14, says it’s important because it gives you the skills for life. Teenagers think a lot about the future: 57% worry about getting a job when they finish their studies. Jamie, aged 16, says, “You know you can’t walk out of school into a job”.

Though school is important to many teenagers, other things can be  more  important. In 1998 General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE) results were published on the same day as the new Oasis album arrived in the shops. Many 16-year-olds went to buy a copy of the album before they got  their results. Paul, aged 16, said, “I don’t care about my results – this is more important”.

Do music and money make the teenager’s world go round?
Paul isn’t the only teenager who cares more about music than education. Music is the most important thing in many British teenagers’ lives. Some teenage boys spend more than 50 pounds a month on music. Money is also important for teenagers. Most of them are given between 4 & 5 pounds pocket money a week by their parents. Some also have jobs like paper rounds and baby-sitting. Katherine, 1ged 13, is too young to have a job, but she is doing a lifeguard course so she can work when she’s old enough. (You have to be 14 to have a part-time job in Britain.)

What are teenagers’ free time activities?

As well as music, popular activities with teenagers are: sports, computer games, cinema, shopping, watching videos, reading and watching TV. Teenagers watch less TV than they did 10 years ago, but they still watch a lot. They like soap operas, music and sports programmes best.

Are smoking and drinking problems with teenagers?

Parents who worry about their children smoking or taking drugs don’t need to worry so much – 70% of British teenagers neither smoke nor want to try it. Most teenagers are against drugs. Most teenagers do drink alcohol – about 80 % - but most of them only drink occasionally at family parties and weddings.

Are parents – teenagers’ best friends?

Since the 1950-s, teenagers have been supposed to rebel against their parents. But parents today understand teenagers a lot better and have better relationships with their children. Angela, aged 18, says, “I have a lot of respect for my mum. I know I don’t always know best.” Stuart, also aged 18, says, “Children aren’t rejecting their parents. We are more responsible than in the fifties – we can stay out until midnight, more teenagers own cars.”

Listening Comprehension 9th
VARIANT 1
True/ false 

1. Teenagers do not work harder than they did 10years ago.

2. Many British teenagers do not like school.

3. Teenagers worry about getting a job when they finish school. 

4. Most schoolchildren care more about music.

5. Money is important for teenagers.

6. Teenagers watch a lot of TV. 

7. British teenagers are for taking drugs. 

8. Most teenagers drink alcohol very often.

9. Teenagers respect their parents. 

10. Parents today understand teenagers a lot better.

Choose the correct answer.

1. What did a recent survey show? 

A Teenagers work harder than 10 years ago. B Teenagers work worse than 10 years ago 
C Teenagers work harder than 20 years ago
2. What do the teenagers like about school?

A meeting up with friends and extending their knowledge; B meeting up with new teachers; C possibility to work after school

3. What did many 16-year-olds go to buy before they got their GCSE results? 

A a copy of the New Oxford Dictionary;

 B a copy of the new book about Harry Potter; C a copy of the new Oasis album;  

4. What is the most important thing in many British teenagers’ lives? 

A education; B music; C part-time job;
5. What kinds of part-time jobs were mentioned in the text? 

A paper rounds and babysitting; B car washing and babysitting; C  paper rounds and car washing;
6. What do they like watching on TV best?

A Sports programmes and animated cartoons; B TV shows and talk shows; C soap operas, music and sports programmes;  

7. Why do not parents need to worry about their children smoking or taking drugs?

A 70% of British teenagers neither smoke nor want to try it; B 70% of British teenagers go in for sports; C  70% of British teenagers are hopeless;
8. Where do most of teenagers drink alcohol occasionally?

A at school parties and family parties; B at school parties and in clubs; C at family parties and weddings; 

9. What does Stuart say about his relationship with his parents?

A “Children are not rejecting their parents” B “Children are always rejecting their parents” C “I have  a lot of respect for my mum”

10. How much money do the British teenagers spend on music?

A  50 pounds a month; B  50 dollars a month; C 50 pounds a year;

2. Reading
Reading Comprehension 9th grade 

Variant 1 

HEROES AND HEROINES

On 7 September, 838, Grace Darling’s life was changed forever by a single act of heroism. She was twenty-three years old, the seventh child of William Darling, a lighthouse keeper on Farne Island off the coast of Northumberland. She had received little education and had had a very strict, religious upbringing. Her life consisted of the daily drudgery of cooking and cleaning. Then, on 7 September, 1838, the steamship Forfarshire was wrecked in a storm of Farne Island. Five passengers managed to swim to rocks and hang on, but in the seas they were in danger of being swept away by the huge waves. Grace Darling and her father got into an open boat and rowed out to the rocks, struggling against strong winds, driving rain and dangerous currents. They reached the rocks and succeeded in rescuing all the survivors and taking them to safety.

News of Grace’s exploit spread quickly and she soon became a celebrity. There were many stories about her in newspapers and magazines, often written by journalists who had never met her. They made a lot of things up. Soon she was a household name. Portraits of her were painted by artists who had never seen her. She appeared on mugs, plates and other souvenirs, always looking much prettier than she really was. Over ₤ 1700 was collected from people who admired her bravery. All this money was given to her and the Royal Humane Society gave her a gold medal. She received many offers of marriage from she had never met, but she turned them all down. She was invited to appear in a circus, but she refused. People wrote to her requesting locks of her hair and she also received many begging letters from people who thought that she was now rich (as indeed she was). She had become a legend in her own lifetime. Grace, who was really a shy, plain, simple girl was very upset by the publicity and found it difficult to cope with. She lived at the beginning of the age of mass communication and was one of the first people to be “famous for fifteen minutes”. Her father was mystified by hysterical public reaction. He regarded the rescue as a normal part of his job, and something he had done many times before. Cynics said that the publicity surrounding Grace was a way of distracting attention from the incompetence of the captain and owners of the Forfarshire.

Grace didn’t enjoy being famous. Her health began to fail and four years after her heroic deed she died of tuberculosis. In the village where she was born there is a Grace Darling Museum where you can see the boat she and her father rowed. It is 6.4 m long and 1.8 m wide.
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I. Write  (true) or – (false) for each of the statements below:

1. The life of Grace Darling was changed forever on 17 September, 1848.

2. Grace was the youngest daughter in a small family of a lighthouse keeper.

3. Grace Darling and her father rescued the passengers of the steamship Forfarshire which was wrecked in a storm.

4. She became very popular because of her sea adventure.

5. People worshipped her.

6. She never turned down any opportunity to appear in public places.

7. Some people requested strange things from Grace.

8. Grace was happy to be outstanding.

9. There is the Museum named after Grace Darling  not far from the place of shipwreck.

10. Grace’s publicity didn’t become the only reason of her death.

II. Answer the questions.

1. What kind of upbringing did Grace have? 

2. How did Grace and her father manage to save other people?

3. Why did people write and speak about Grace?

4. Where did Grace appear after her exploit?

5. How was she rewarded?

6. Was it easy for Grace to cope with the publicity?

7. Who did Grace become in her own lifetime? 

8. What kind of a girl was Grace?

9. What disease did Grace suffer from?
10. Where is the Museum named after Grace Darling situated?

3. Writing

- Should children he taught to read before they enter elementary school? 

- Which activities, in your opinion, are valuable to you? 

- What hobbies are typical of people of your age in the country you live in? Are they similar to those of your counterparts in England?

4. Speaking

- Many people fantasize about the perfect vacation. Describe where you would go and who you would take with you. How long would your perfect vacation last? Name five things that could ruin your perfect vacation. Explain.
- School teachers impact our futures in many ways. Which teacher has been most influential to you? What makes an influential teacher? Explain why teaching is a valued profession.

- People enjoy decorating their room in a way that reflects their personality. Describe your favorite room. How does this room reflect your personality? If you had the money to decorate your room as you wish, what would you change? 

- Your school is having a competition in which students are designing a new school uniform. What colors and styles would you choose? Why do you think your design should be chosen? What are advantages and disadvantages of school uniforms?
- Many forms of communication, such as mobile phones, letters and email, are now available
worldwide. What forms of communication are available in your community? What is your preferred form of communication?
- Many animals are becoming extinct or endangered. Which three animals do you think are the most important to protect? What can you do to help save animals from extinction? If you could bring any one animal back from extinction which would you bring back? Why?
- Imagine that you have been asked to go on a speaking tour to teach people about Ukraine.
Which three countries would you go to? Why? What items would you bring to show people? How do these represent Ukraine? What event in Ukraine's history do you think is most important for people to know about? Why?
- Many people set goals for themselves every New Year. Do people set goals for themselves at other times? What are some goals that you have set for yourself? Do you agree or disagree that it is important to set goals? Why?
- Marcel Proust once wrote, “The true voyage of discovery lies not in seeking new landscapes, but in having new eyes.” Please describe this quote in your own words and what it means to you. How can people gain "new eyes?" What is more important to you, seeing new places or understanding new things?

- Benjamin Franklin once said, “Eat to live, don’t live to eat. ”How do you interpret this statement? How would you describe your eating habits and those of your peers? Do these habits reflect Franklin’s statement? Explain.

- Imagine that you are given a chance to live forever. Would you accept or refuse this offer?  Why? What would influence your decision? How would this change the way you live your life?

- Most scientists argue that we live in a dangerous time of climate change. Why should all people be concerned about the environment? How can humans undo the damage they've done to the Earth? What are people doing in your town or village to help the environment?
- What is the most threatening health problem facing humanity? Do you know why this problem is spreading? Do you know anyone it has affected?What can we do to help solve this problem?
- Publications, such as newspapers, magazines, and books, tend to focus their marketing on what’s current and popular. What is current and popular in your community? What do you think this says about our priorities today? Do you think that popular news is the most informative news?  Explain.

- In classical literature themes like love, heroism, vengeance, envy, and hope tend to be universal and consequently popular. Which of the above themes do you like the most? Is there a particular book you enjoy in which one or more of these themes exists? Why do you think the above themes are considered universal?

- People usually play music that reflects their mood. What genre of music do you usually listen to? What type of music do you listen to in different emotional states? Do you think music allows you to deal with your emotions? Explain.

- It has been said that the internet is making the world a smaller place. How has the internet changed your life? How does it provide you with access to new ideas and cultures? If you could publish an article on the internet about your culture, what would it say?

- It is said that, “art imitates life.”  Do you think this is true? How important is art in your life? Can art affect the way we live our lives, or even our culture? What piece of art perfectly describes you and your personality?

- The American President John F. Kennedy once said, “Ask not what your country can do for you, but what you can do for your country.” Do you think that you have a responsibility to contribute to your country? Explain. Why do you think this is an important question? What are some examples of things you can do for your country in order to improve it?

- “I left my heart in San Francisco,” is a popular saying. How do you interpret this statement? Where have you been that you’ve left your heart? Is it a place that you go often, or have only been once before?  Do you plan on returning?

- Imagine you had the skills to do any job for one day. Which job would you choose? Why? Is this a career you could see yourself pursuing in the future? Explain. What steps have you taken in order to make that goal a reality?

