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Listening Tasks – 9th Form -           Lazy Susan

‘I want you to teach me how to shoot a gun, ’Susan Carpenter said to her husband at breakfast.

‘You want me to do what?’

Stan Carpenter stopped eating and stared at her.

‘Take me to a shooting range.’

Her husband’s amazement turned to delight. ‘I think that’s a wonderful idea. ’Ever since she’d been robbed the week before on a dark night in the parking-lot of the Mulberry Street Shopping Center, Stan had been telling her to learn how to protect herself, preferably with a gun.

Susan had been more angry than scared when she was robbed. The robber hadn’t hurt her much, just a little knock on the head with his gun. But she was so angry about it. 

‘Fifty dollars!’ she shouted at the policeman. ‘One minute I had fifty dollars in my purse and then I had nothing!’

‘Good evening, ladies.’ The expert in self-defence stood beside a screen, and began by saying, ‘The victim of mugging usually looks like this ...’ A coloured picture appeared on the screen. It was a little old lady who was carrying a shopping bag in one hand and a purse in the other. ‘She’ll make it easy for the mugger to grab, push and run. He won’t usually choose a victim who looks as if she might fight back.’ Another picture appeared on the screen – a younger woman, who looked strong, and whose hands were empty.

‘If you want to avoid being mugged, walk confidently! Keep your head up. Pull your shoulders back. Let your arms swing, and don’t carry a lot of packages. Carry your handbag under your arm, or hold it tightly with both hands. Look as if you know where you’re going, even if you don’t. Make that mugger think you’re tough! Any questions?’

‘Is there any way to recognize a mugger?’ asked Susan.

‘Sure.’ The instructor smiled. ‘He’s the one in the dark clothes, hiding in the bushes.’

Everyone but Susan laughed. 

Stan was amazed at how strong and confident his wife seemed after only three weeks of self-defence training.

The shops were closed when the last movie-goers came out into the large, dark, Mulberry Street Shopping Center parking-lot. It had been a Superman film. After two and a half hours of watching him bend iron and jump over tall buildings, Susan felt ready for anything.

A dark group of bushes stood between her and her car. She walked confidently through them, then turned and bent down a little to look carefully behind her.

She saw the man before he noticed her.

Everything she had learned about self-defence went through her mind: she examined his walk, the look on his shadowed face, and the object in his hands. She thought of those hours she’d had to work to earn fifty dollars, and of the man who had stolen it so easily. She took from the pocket the little gun that Stan had taught her to use. Then, just as the man stepped past the bushes, she jumped behind him so he couldn’t see her.

She put the gun against his head.

‘I don’t want to hurt you,’ Susan said in her confident new voice, which sounded lower than normal. ‘I just want your money.’

The little old man dropped his shopping bag beside one leg of Susan’s trousers.

‘There’s been another mugging at the shopping center! ’Stan folded back the local newspaper. The edges touched his fried egg. ‘That just proves what I’ve said. You should never go there alone at night. You won’t, will you, Susan?’

‘You’re getting egg on your trousers, dear.’

‘What? Oh! It’s all over the floor, too.’

‘Don’t worry about it,’ said Susan. ‘I’ll clean it up. I have lots of extra time now.’

Stan smiled a little nervously. He was glad she had stopped doing that low paying job at the sales office, but he was afraid his lovely but lazy Susan might not try very hard to find another job. ‘You’ll have time to train for something better,’ he said, hopefully. ‘I’m sure you can find an easier way to make money.’

Lazily, Susan stirred her coffee.

‘Yes, dear.’ She smiled. ’I probably can.’

Section 1. True or False Statements (+/-). Listen to the story and decide which of these statements are true and which of them are false. Mark your answers on the Answer Sheet.
1. Susan had felt frightened because the robber hurt her badly. 

2. Susan had been more angry than scared when she was robbed.

3. The typical mugging victim is a man in dark clothes.

4. After three weeks of self-defence training Susan still didn’t feel like going out alone.

5. Susan planned to get another office job with better pay.

6. When she saw the man, everything she had learned about self-defence went through her mind.

7. When Susan put the gun against his head and asked for money, the little old man dropped his shopping bag beside one leg of Susan’s trousers.

STOP WAIT FOR THE SECOND READING OF THE TEXT

Section 2. Multiple choice. Listen to the story and decide which of these statements are true and which of them are false. Mark your answers on the Answer Sheet.

8. What did Susan ask her husband to teach her?

a) How to scream loudly and run fast.

b) How to shoot a gun.

c) How to use keys as a weapon.

d) How to use nail scissors as a weapon.
9. Susan’s husband was...

a) delighted with the idea that his wife would learn how to protect herself.

b) angry about the idea that his wife would learn how to protect herself.
c) indifferent to the idea that his wife would learn how to protect herself.

d) nervous about the idea that his wife would learn how to protect herself.
10. The money the robber took was...

a) 15 dollars.

b) 50 dollars.

c) 55 dollars.

d) 500 dollars.
11. The expert in self-defence said that the victim of a mugging was usually...

a) a little old man who was carrying a suitcase in one hand and an umbrella in the other.

b) a little old lady who was carrying a shopping bag in one hand and a purse in the other.

c) a student who was carrying a big back-pack and a heavy carrier bag.

d) an old drunk man.
12. That day Susan went to the cinema and watched...
a) a King-Kong film.

b) a Spiderman film.
c) a Superman film.
d) a Lizardman film.
13. After two and a half hours of watching the film, Susan...

a) was scared to death.

b) wished she hadn’t gone to the cinema alone.

c) called her husband asking to pick her up.

d) felt ready for anything.
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Reading Comprehension Test for 9  Form Students
Directions:
In this Test you will read four texts. Each text is followed by 5-10 tasks. You should do the tasks following a text on the basis of what is stated or implied in that text. For each task you will choose the best possible answer from four possible answers (A, B, C, or D), or two symbols (+ or -) as specified prior to each task.. Choose the best answer and mark the letter or symbol of your choice on the Answer Sheet.
Questions 1 through 5 refer to Text 1.
Text 1:
Glossary: dye – фарбувати.
Levi Strauss, a young immigrant from Germany, arrived in San Francisco in 1850. California was in the middle of the Gold Rush. Thousands of people were coming to California to dig for gold. And Levi Strauss came to sell canvas to these gold miners. Canvas is a heavy material. So Levi Strauss thought the miners could use the canvas for tents.

One day Strauss heard a miner complain that he couldn’t find clothes strong enough for the work he was doing. Strauss got an idea. He quickly took some of the canvas and made it into pants. These pants were what the miners needed. In one day Strauss sold all the pants he had made.

Later Strauss bought a fabric that was softer than canvas but just as strong. This fabric came from Nimes, a city in France. The miners liked this fabric. They called it “denim”.

However, denim had no colour. Because of this the denim pants did not look very interesting and they got dirty easily. To solve these problems, Strauss dyed the denim blue.

Strauss continued to improve his jeans. Today, the company he started is known all over the world.

Questions (on your answer sheet circle the correct letter A, B, C, or D)
1. Why did thousands of men come to California at that time?

A. To look for jobs.
B. To work at farms.
C. To dig for gold.
D. To see the sights.
2. And why did Levi Strauss come to California?

A. To find a job. 
B. To sell canvas to gold miners. 
C. To dig for gold. 
D. To buy jeans.
3. What idea did Strauss get?

A. To make some pants of his canvas.
B. To sell food to miners. 
C. To try to dig for gold. 
D. To return home.
4. What was “denim” fabric like compared with canvas?

A. Thicker.
B. Thinner. 
C. Softer.
D. Warmer.
5. Why did Strauss dye “denim” blue?

A. Because it was his favourite colour.
B. Because miners liked it.
C. Because “denim” had no colour and got dirty easily. 
D. Because it was the only colour Strauss had. 

Questions 6 through 10 refer to Text 2.
Text 2:
George Washington, who was the first President of the United States, was a wise man. Once a certain neighbour of his stole one of Washington’s horses. Washington together with a police officer went to the neighbour’s farm to get the horse. But the neighbour refused to give the horse up; he claimed that it was his own. Covering both of the horse’s eyes with his hands, Washington said to the neighbour, “If the horse is really yours, you must tell us in which eye he is blind”. “In the right eye”, the neighbour said.

Washington took his hand from the right eye of the horse and showed the police officer that the horse was not blind in the right eye. “Oh, I must have made a mistake”, the neighbour said, “He is blind in the left eye”. Washington then showed that the horse was not blind in the left eye either.

“I guess I have made another mistake”, said the neighbour. “Yes”, said the police officer, “and you have also proved that the horse does not belong to you. You must return it to Mr Washington”.

Questions (on your answer sheet circle the correct letter A, B, C, or D)
6. Who stole one of Washington’s horses?

A. His cousin.
B. His neighbour.
C. A thief.
D. A police officer.
7. What did the neighbour claim?

A. That he didn’t see the horse.
B. That he found it on the fields.
C. That it was his own.
D. That his brother gave it to him.
8. How did Washington act to prove that the horse was his?

A. He called the horse by name.
B. He examined his ears. 
C. He examined his back. 
D. He closed his eyes with his hands.
9. What did the officer think of the case?

A. That the horse belonged to the neighbour.
B. That the horse didn’t belong to anybody of them. 
C. That the horse belonged to Washington. 
D. That it was difficult to say.
10. What kind of a man did G. Washington prove to be?


A. Jolly. 

B.. Wise. 

C. Silly. 

D. Ill-tempered.
Questions 11 through 20 refer to Text 3.
Text 3: 
Francis Drake, one of the most famous of English sailors and pirates, was born in Plymouth, a seaport and the largest town in the south of England. The boy spent much of his time looking at the ships in Plymouth Harbour and talking to the seamen. His cousin, Captain Hawkins, told him long stories about his adventures at sea. At fifteen Francis was taken on a small ship and worked there for some years. The boy learned the duties of a sailor very soon and did his work so well that the master of the ship said the boy was born to be a great sailor. When Drake was twenty-five Captain Hawkins made him mate on his ship.

Drake’s first sea-fight took place on the other side of the Atlantic Ocean where a small fleet of six English ships was attacked by Spanish men-of-war. Four of the English ships were burnt and only two — the one commanded by Hawkins and the other by Drake - came back to England.

Drake asked the king of Spain to pay him for his ships but was refused. Drake was very angry and promised he would take all he could from the king of Spain. And he did so.

Drake was the first Englishman who sailed round the world. Englishmen have set up a monument to Francis Drake in Plymouth. 

Questions (on your answer sheet circle + if the statement is true, — if it is false)
11. Francis Drake was a famous English traveller. 
12. Plymouth was a small town in the south of England. 
13. His cousin told him long stories about sea adventures.
14. Francis Drake was born to be a great sailor.
15. When Francis was twenty-five he worked as a sailor on a small ship. 
16. Drake’s first sea-fight took place in the Atlantic Ocean. 
17. All English ships were burnt when a small fleet of six English ships was attacked by Spanish men-of-war.
18. The king of Spain agreed to pay Drake for his ships.
19. Francis Drake took all he could from the king of Spain.
20. Englishmen have built a monument to Francis Drake in Plymouth. 

Questions 21 through 30 refer to Text 4.
Text 4: When Haydn was about 18 years old he sang in a chorus. But soon his voice broke and he lost his place as a chorister. He began playing the violin in the streets of Vienna. Sometimes at dances he played his own music.

Once a well-known clown, Bernardone Kurtz by name, invited Haydn to his room and gave him some verses and asked to write an opera. Haydn was afraid.

“I have never written such music”, he said, “but I’ll try”. He began working and everything went well till he came to a place where there was a storm at sea.

“How can I put a storm at sea into music, when I have never seen the sea?” said Haydn. He went to Kurtz, but the clown could not help him, as he had never seen the sea himself.

At last Haydn lost his temper, crashed his hands upon the piano and cried out “Dash the storm!”

“That’s it! That’s it!” cried Kurtz jumping up of his chair. “Go on like that”.

Many years have passed since Haydn’s name became famous all over the world. He has written wonderful music to many operas but he could not forget the storm in his first opera. He always laughed when he thought of it.

Questions (on your answer sheet circle + if the statement is true, — if it is false)
21. When Haydn was about 18 years old he was a chorister. 
22. He lost his place in a chorus because he moved to another town.
23. Haydn began playing the violin in different cities of Europe. 
24. Sometimes at dances he played the music that he composed himself.
25. Once a well-known composer asked Haydn to write an opera.
26. Haydn refused to write an opera because he was afraid of failure.
27. Haydn couldn’t put a storm at sea into music.
28. Kurtz helped him, as he had seen the sea many times before.
29. Haydn couldn’t forget the friendship with Kurtz all his life.
30. Haydn always laughed when he thought of his first opera
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Your school magazine is investigating the question: Should mothers work?

Give arguments for and against mothers working. Are you against or in favour of mothers in the workplace?
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1. Do you have a pet?

* Would you like one?

* Are there some animals that should not be kept as pets?

* Why do people keep pets?

2. You find a magical mirror that can show you anything in the world.
* What do you want to see?

* Why do you want to see it?

* What will you do with this information?

3. .Ready to cook!


*  How often do you cook?


*. Have you ever cooked for eight (or more) people?


* What’s your favourite type of food?


* What other nationalities’ food is available where you live?

4. You have received some hard-earned vacation time. You saved enough money to take a one-week vacation anywhere in the world you would like to go. Where will you go?

* Explain why you would visit this location.

* What will you see when you are there?

* Imagine you just got back from this vacation; tell one of your colleagues a funny story about something that happened while you were there.

5. Do you think that changing gun laws could influence the amount of violent crime on the streets?


* Why/Why not?


* What do you think could change this?


* Would you ever consider keeping a gun for self-defence?

6. Music influences different  people in different ways.


* How is the music of your generation different from the music your parents listened to?


*What type of music influences you the most? How?


* Which musician has had the greatest impact on you? Why?

7. What makes people happy? Put the factors in order of importance:


*lots of friends;


* a satisfying job;


* a nice house;


* a close family;


* wealth;


* travel;


* good health;


* hobbies.

8. The dream business.


*  Do you use the Internet regularly?


* Do you know of any business which operate only on the Internet?


* Would you like to have your own Internet company? Why/Why not?

9. Do you enjoy shopping?


* Why/Why not?


* What do you think a ‘shopaholic’ is?

10. Would you consider living under the ground? 


* What would be the advantages/disadvantages of this?


* Where do you think cities of the future will be built?

11. What makes a close friendship? Put the following in order of importance:


* helping in times of crisis;


* knowing someone a long time;


* seeing someone regularly;


* sharing secrets;


* buying each other presents; 


* enjoying the same bobbies.

12. What is the positive role of the press from:


* a political,


* educational,


* economic, 


* social point of view? 


* Can you think of any opposite points of view?

13. What kinds of books do you like reading?


* Explain your choice.


* Describe a recent book that you have read.


* If you could change the ending, would you? Why or why not?

14. .
You are walking up to your apartment and see that it is burning. You have enough time to run in and take out only one thing. Your family and pets have already escaped. What do you take?
* Why did you choose this item? Why is it so irreplaceable?

* Think of one item you left behind. Why did you leave it behind?

* Is the object of monetary or emotional value? Explain why it is replaceable?

15. Suppose you are a guide.


* Describe the most interesting regions in Ukraine.


*  Recommend the tourists to visit Volyn. Give your reasons. 


* Describe the prettiest sight of your region.

16. In your opinion, what are the main characteristics of a good school?

* What characteristics are most important to you?

* What must the teachers be like? The pupils?

* What can make a school bad?

17. Zoos and ecological parks are popular in many countries of the world with both children and adults alike.


* What do you think the purpose of a zoo is?


* Are these reasons valid? Why or why not?

* Should there be international standards that zoos must comply with? Explain.

18. A close friend of yours asks you to help him/her with a test. You know the teacher specifically forbade this.

* What do you choose to do? Why do you make this decision?

* If you don't help your friend in the way he/she wants, what will you do to help him/her succeed?

* Your teacher talks to you and accuses you of cheating. How do you respond?

19. 
Your local newspaper is interviewing you because you are the representative from your town for the Regional Olympiad.
* Tell a little about yourself.

* Explain how your academic achievements have lead you to this competition.

* Explain what you will do while you are visiting Lutsk that would make the people of your hometown proud of you.

20.
Discuss your favorite actor/actress.

* What plays, films or television shows have you seen this person in?


* Explain why they are your favorite actor/actress.


* Compare this person with another actor/actress and explain why your choice is best.
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