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Answer Key to Listening Comprehension Test for 9th Form Students

Tape script 9

He first noticed the new man in the neighbourhood on a Tuesday evening, on his way from the station. The man was tall and thin, with a look about him that told Ray Bankcroft he was English. It wasn’t anything Ray could put his finger on, the fellow just looked English. That was all there was to their first encounter, and the second meeting passed just as casually, Friday evening at the station. The fellow was living around Pelham some place, maybe in that new apartment house in the next block.

But it was the following week that Ray began to notice him everywhere. The tall Englishman rode down to New York with Ray on the 8:09 train, and he was eating a few tables away at Howard Johnson’s one noon. But that was the way things were in New York. Ray told himself, where you sometimes ran into the same person every day for a week.

It was on the weekend, when Ray and his wife travelled up to Stamford for a picnic that he became convinced the Englishman was following him. For there, fifty miles from home, the tall stranger came striding across the rolling hills, pausing now and then to take in the beauty of the place.

‘Linda,’ Ray remarked to his wife, ‘there’s that fellow again!’

‘What fellow, Ray?’

‘That Englishman from our neighbourhood. The one I was telling you I see everywhere.’

‘Oh, is that him?’ Linda Bankcroft frowned through the tinted lenses of her sunglasses. ‘I don’t remember ever seeing him before.’

‘Well, he must be living in that new apartment in the next block. I’d like to know what he’s doing up here, though. Do you think he could be following me?’

‘Oh, Ray, don’t be silly,’ Linda laughed. ‘Why would anyone want to follow you? And to a picnic?’

‘I don’t know, but it’s certainly odd the way he keeps turning up...’

It certainly was odd.

And as the summer passed into September, it grew odder still. Once, twice, three times a week oblivious of his surroundings.

Finally, one night on Ray Bankcroft’s way home, it suddenly grew to be too much for him. He walked up to the man and asked, ‘Are you following me?’

The Englishman looked down his nose with a puzzled frown. ‘I beg your pardon?’

‘Are you following me?’ Ray repeated. ‘I see you everywhere.’

‘My dear chap, really, you must be mistaken.’

‘I’m not mistaken. Stop following me!’

But the Englishman only shook his head sadly and walked away. And Ray stood and watched him until he was out of sight.

‘Linda, I saw him again today!’

‘Who, dear?’

‘That Englishman! He was in the elevator in my building.’

‘Are you sure it was the same man?’

‘Of course I’m sure! He’s everywhere, I tell you! I see him every day now, on the street, on the train, at lunch, and now even in the elevator! It’s driving me crazy. I’m certain he’s following me. But why?’

‘Have you spoken to him?’

‘I’ve spoken to him, cursed at him, threatened him. But it doesn’t do any good. He just looks puzzled and walks away. And then the next day there he is again.’

‘Maybe you should call the police. But I suppose he hasn’t really done anything.’

‘That’s the trouble, Linda. He hasn’t done a single thing. It’s just that he’s always around. The thing is driving me crazy.

‘What - what are you going to do about it?

‘I’ll tell you what I’m going to do! The next time I see him, I’m going to grab him and beat the truth out of him. I’ll get to the bottom of this ...’
Listening Comprehension Test for 9th Form Students

I. You will hear a story. On your answer sheet put T if the statement is true, F if it is false.
1 He first noticed the new man in the neighbourhood on a Thursday evening.        
2 A look about him that told Ray Bankcroft he was American                                 

3 It was the following week that Ray began to notice him everywhere.                   
4 When Ray and his wife travelled up to Stamford for a picnic he became convinced the Englishman was following him.                                                                                 

5 One night on Ray Bankcroft’s way home he walked up to the man.                      

6   Linda laughed, ‘Why wouldn’t anyone want to follow you?                                

7   Ray wasn’t certain the Englishman following him.                                              

8  Ray had spoken to him, cursed at him, and threatened him.                                  
9 Linda proposed to call the police.                                                                           

10  Ray was going to grab the Englishman and beat the truth out of him.                   

  II. Decide who does the following actions, the Englishman or Ray. 
1) ran out of cigarettes

2) paused, out of breath
3) saw him waiting

4) followed him down the railroad
          5) was beckoning him to follow        
6) ran on, faster and faster


7) turned and walked away
8) called out, 'Come back here!'

9) heard the Express train
10) I’m going to grab him
Reading Comprehension Test for 9th Form Students   34 tasks

Directions:

In this Test you will read five texts. Each text is followed by 7 – 15 tasks. You should do the tasks following a text on the basis of what is stated or implied in that text. For each task you will choose the best possible answer and mark your choice on the Answer Sheet.

TEXT 1
Read the article and choose the best answer (a, b or c), according to the text
The Hard Rock Cafe Story  
"No matter where you are or what time it is, there's something going on at a Hard Rock Cafe. All over the world our cafes not only serve great food, but they serve up great music." 

Hard Rock Cafes around the world symbolize the timeless energy, originality and unifying spirit that have helped to shape rock music over the last century. 

The first Hard Rock Cafe (HRC) opened its doors to the public on June 14, 1971, in London. 

Founded by Isaac Tigrett and Peter Morton, two enterprising and music-loving Americans, HRC was a classic at once, attracting crowds of customers with its first-rate, but moderately priced American bill of fare, warm service and ever present rock'n' roll music and sensibility. 

With more than 108 Hard Rock Cafes in 41 countries Hard Rock Cafe has become a truly global phenomenon. From its launch in London, England, to New York, Los Angeles, Paris and Tokyo, and on to such exotic locales as Kuala Lumpur and Taipei, Hard Rock offers a special experience to its devoted, ever-expanding clientele. 

HRC has also become the world's leading collector and exhibitor of rock 'n' roll memorabilia.* 

It all started when Eric Clapton, a regular at the first Hard Rock Cafe in London, asked the staff if he could hang his guitar on the wall to mark his favourite bar stool as "his spot". 

They did and one week later, a package from "The Who's" Pete Townshend arrived by messenger with a guitar and a note with the message, "Mine's as good as his! Love, Pete." 

Ever since then, Hard Rock Cafes have been collecting pieces of rock memorabilia and covering their walls with them. Their unparalleled collection consists of more than 60,000 pieces. It is rotated from restaurant to restaurant and provides the world's most comprehensive "visual history" of rock 'n' roll. 

These treasures include an awe-inspiring collection of classic guitars and other instruments, posters, costumes, music and lyric sheets, album art, platinum and gold LPs, photos and much more. 

Throughout its history, HRC has been governed by a special service philosophy: "Love All - Serve All." HRC is a place where all people have always been welcome, regardless of age, sex or class. 

Since it was established Hard Rock Cafe has taken part in a wide variety of human activities around the world. Following its idea of being more than just a restaurant, Hard Rock tries to connect its business and its passion to make the earth a safer, healthier and a better place to live. For example, HRC cafes take an active role in organizing parties to raise funds for different local charities. 

They have also founded special initiatives like 'Save the Planet' or 'Ambassador Program'. 

All in all, today Hard Rock Cafe International is an entertainment and leisure company that continues to successfully expand the Hard Rock brand through countless music-related activities. 

1. The first Hard Rock Cafe (HRC) was opened by 

A  London Hard Rock fans. 

B  two Americans. 

C  Eric Clapton. 

2. Lots of people like these cafes because there you can hear 

A  rock 'n' roll music. 

B  all kinds of music. 

C  your favourite heavy metal music. 

3. The big collection of rock memorabilia 

A  is shown in a museum in the USA. 

B  can be seen in the London HRC. 

C  is passed from restaurant to restaurant all over the world. 

4. Pete Townshend sent his guitar to the first HRC in London because

A he wanted to do the same as Eric Clapton before him. 

B  it was a present to the staff. 

C  he wanted to pay his bill with it. 

5. Hard Rock Cafes also organize 

A  instrument sales for musicians. 

B  school concerts. 

C  activities to help people or the environment.

TEXT 2
Read the following article from a newspaper. Six paragraphs have been removed. You must choose which of the paragraphs A-G match the numbered gaps 1-6. There is one extra paragraph which does not fit in any of the gaps.

The Pressure point Stressed out? Don't fret, enjoy it!    

I recently gave a course on stress, which had nothing to do with stress management. It said that stress is magical and needful to our inner lives. This is a very unfashionable idea. Everyone knows that stress at work is the disease of our time. That it can kill. That it should be avoided at all cost by stress management techniques such as visualisation of calm scenes, aromatherapy and yoga.

	1


In peace and war, stress has turned ordinary people into heroes and heroines. It can galvanise and inspire. Those who actively seek stress know the value of it, so why does current thinking suggest that we should avoid it?

	2


Yet the word 'stress' is used to refer to both cause and effect, to what makes people feel stressed and to how they feel when they are stressed. Because of this conflation of stimulus and response, arousal has come to be blamed for the harm caused by threats and dangers.

	3


This isn't necessarily so, although it may happen. Animals, for instance, subjected to long-term, uncontrollable pain and threat eventually resign themselves to their fate and then succumb to disease. This behaviour has been labelled 'learned helplessness' and human research supports this theory. Helplessness causes changes which affect the immune system and make the body more susceptible to disease.

	4


The unsatisfactory scientific research into stress has had two consequences. First, it has led to the medicalisation of the normal stress response, turning a survival mechanism into a disease. Second, it has led to a lucrative, underqualified and largely unregulated industry of stress counsellors, offering to 'manage' and manipulate stress arousal and make it go away. An industry that says both overwork and underwork can be “stressful”. An industry whose techniques have been questioned by a number of scientific investigators as to their effectiveness and their purpose. An industry that encourages people to be calm about real threats they face at home and at work, when they should be getting off their backsides and doing something to help themselves.

	5


There is one pattern to them all. Arousal, increasing tension and exhilaration leading to a resolution of the experience. By these activities we learn to survive. They toughen us up and help us to cope.

Yet nowadays, while every emphasis is placed on stressing the body to achieve physical fitness, stressing the brain is avoided. We are into mind flab in a big way. 

	6


A The problem here is not stress arousal, but failure to act on it. Doing nothing about a threat is  clearly linked in the research literature to disease. Despair can be an anaesthetic but it is also a killer.

B In my course we look at society's training exercises for dealing with danger and actually go  through with the arousal experience. Spectator sport, fairground rides, quizzes, thrillers and chillers of every kind, childhood dares and daredevil pursuits.

C Recently, I have been looking at the research on stress. Disturbingly, I found no agreed definition of the term. Stress arousal is a response to threat or challenge.

D My course was rather different. It featured clips from the climaxes of horror films, interviews with sports stars, creepy-crawlies (I have a giant metal spider named Esmerelda) and lots of evidence from the arts and sciences on stress arousal as the key to peak experiences.

E Lamentably, if we see somebody working flat out on a project, the fashion is to say 'they'll kill themselves', How sad and strange. In reality, triumphing over adversity can give people a  tremendous sense of achievement.

F The experimental literature on stress and disease is also prone to another serious error. It says 'disease often follows stressful experience, so stress must cause disease.' In logic, this is a flaw known as post hoc, ergo propter hoc - which means that 'it followed it, therefore it was caused by it'.

G Third, it is my view that in the triumph over terror we find our greatest rewards. Such experiences help us to become mature and independent.

TEXT 3
Read the text below, and chose the word which best fits each gap from the list below.

 English in Europe
English has without a 1) ______________ become the second language of Europe and the world. European countries which have most 2) ______________ assimilated English into daily life are England's neighbours in Northern Europe: Ireland, the Netherlands, Sweden, Norway, and the 3)____________ of Scandinavia. 

The situation is so 4) ______________ that any visitor to the Netherlands will soon be 5) ______ of the pressure of English on daily life: television, radio and print 6) __________ it into every home and the schoolyard 7) _____________ of children; advertisers use it to 8) __________ up their message, journalists take refuge in it when their home-bred skills 9) ___________ them. Increasingly one hears the 10) ______________ that Dutch will give way to English as the national tongue within two or three generations ...

	1
	a
	question
	b
	doubt
	c
	problem
	d
	thought

	2
	a
	successfully    
	b
	victorious
	c
	successful
	d
	lucrative

	3
	a
	rest
	b
	additional
	c
	remaining
	d
	extra

	4
	a
	plain
	b
	open
	c
	blatant
	d
	marked

	5
	a
	ignorant
	b
	aware   
	c
	oblivious  
	d
	acquainted

	6
	a
	guide  
	b
	bring
	c
	shift
	d
	haul

	7
	a
	conversation
	b
	head-to-head    
	c
	consultatio
	d
	dialogue

	8
	a
	life    
	b
	energy
	c
	enthusiasm
	d
	pep

	9
	a
	succeed
	b
	fall
	c
	fail
	d
	fizzle

	10
	a
	feeling
	b
	posture
	c
	judgement
	d
	view


TEXT 4
 Read the text below and decide whether the following statements are true or false. 

THE HAWKING STORY

 Jane Hawking met the man who was to become her husband in 1963, shortly before the beginning of his illness. They married two years later and, as Hawking got down to work, the disease progressed tandem with his fame.

A string of academic positions and awards came his way did an increasing dependence on his wife and those around him. For Mrs Hawking, life became paradoxically easier. An American philanthropic organization provided the for 24-hour nursing. For the first time in their marriage, she was no wholly for keeping him alive, and could devote more time concentrating on her work and their three children.

Mrs Hawking has a neat, organised air, and at that is high-pitched and genteel of which conceal the fact that she regards the world’s belief that her husband is about to come up with an explanation for the universe the deepest suspicion. It is ironic that his work threatens to undermine the foundations of her strongly religious convictions, which have sustained

1 Hawking’s illness prevented him from working.                                                   T/F

2 The Hawkings were initially unable to afford full-time professional nursing.      T/F

3 Jane Hawking gave up working when she had children.                                        T/F

4 Jane Hawking is dubious about her husband’s work.                                             T/F

5 Jane Hawking and her husband share the fundamental beliefs.                             T/F

6 There are certain beliefs that Hawking does not discuss with his wife.                 T/F

TEXT 5
For questions 1-7, read the text below. Use the word given in capitals at the end of each line to form a word that fits in the space in the same line. There is an example at the beginning (0). Example: 0 construction 

                                                     NEWSPAPER ARTICLE 

Dutch bridge-builder

Pieter Lodewijk Kramer (1881–1961) was responsible for the

(0) ….. of some of the most famous bridges in Amsterdam.                               CONSTRUCT
As road traffic increased in Amsterdam at the beginning of the last

century, the city started demolishing (1) ….. older structures in                         NUMBER
the city centre. But when workmen began pulling down the most

attractive bridges and (2) ….. them with modern iron ones, there                       PLACE

was strong public (3) ….. . As a result, the position of                                        APPROVE
architectural (4) ….. was created, and in 1917 Kramer took up the                    ADVICE

post.

Kramer built no fewer than 220 bridges. Each exemplifies Kramer’s

individual style: his acute sense of detail and his use of many

unusual (5) ….. of stone and iron.                                                                        COMBINE

Kramer’s bridges, which are now a (6) ….. part of the Amsterdam                    DISTINCT
landscape, were largely ignored until a Dutch museum presented

an (7) ….. successful exhibition of his work in 1995.                                          ASTONISH

Speaking Comprehension Test for 9th Form Students

Directions: 
In this Test you will select three task slips from those before you. After selecting three choose one you feel you are most capable to speak about and return the other two to the table face down. Then take about a minute to collect your thoughts before you begin to speak on the topic. You may refer to the topic as needed.
1. Should the Olympic Games be held only in Greece or should they change between different countries? Where would you like to see them held next time?

2. What transport do you think we’ll be using in 50 years time?

3. Imagine you are an explorer and have the opportunity to make a big journey. Which continent would you visit? Where would you go? What would you hope to see?

4. Is organised travel the best way of learning about the world?

5. What would happen if there were no television? Why would this be good? bad?

6. What kind of program do you enjoy most on TV--detective shows, comedies, game shows--and why?

7. Should there be a dress code in places such as school, restaurants, and places of business? Why or why not?

8. Many people visit museums when they travel to new places. Why do you think people visit museums? 

9. Many parts of the world are losing important natural resources, such as forests, animals, or clean water. Choose one resource that is disappearing and explain why it needs to be saved.

10. Try to discuss the points about Your Hometown: 

· Describe your hometown. 

· What are your local industries? 

· Is your hometown famous for anything? 

· What changes have happened recently in your town and what do you think will happen in the future?

11. Describe a family celebration that you once attended. You should say: 

· Where it took place. 

· Why it was held. 

· How you felt about it.

12. Try to discuss the points about Tourism: 

· What are the most interesting places in your country/city 

· Do you have a favourite (least favourite) building in your town? Which? Why? Why it was built? 

· Do you prefer the town or the countryside? Why? 

· How would you recommend a foreigner to spend time on holiday in Kyiv?

13. Try to discuss the points about Family life: 

· Tell about your upbringing 

· What activities did you do with your grandparents as a child? 

· What does family life mean to you in general? 

· How different is your life from the lives of your parents/grandparents 

· Have these roles changed recently?

14. Try to discuss the points about Travel by air: 

· Where/when did you last travel by air 

· Tell about usual procedure at an airport from arrival to take off 

· What are advantages/disadvantages of travelling by air compared with travel by car/bus/train 

· How safe (frequent) is air travel in Ukraine?
15. Try to discuss the points about Pollution:
· Which kinds of pollution do you think are most harmful 

· How important to you is it to be 'green' 

· What should be done to tackle pollution 

· Is it the responsibility of the government or the individual to prevent pollution 

· How aware do you think people are nowadays about environmental issues? 

· How ecologically friendly is the region you live in? (crowded buildings/parklands/green belt)

16.  Does travel help to promote understanding and communication between countries?

17. Will modern technology, such as the internet ever replace the book or the written word as the main source of information?

18. What is the most popular transport system in use? Talk about its reliability, frequency and fare. Do you have any problems using the public transport?

19. Which country/place would you most like to visit? 

20. Describe the social and professional activities that give you the most opportunity to speak English.

21. Talk about the time of day, the day of the week, and the season of the year you enjoy most. Describe the kind of natural environment you enjoy best or would like to live in.

22. What are some of the activities you value most in life, and how do you find the time to pursue them?

Writing Test for 9th Form Students

1. Mobile telephones have become very popular nowadays. However, some people say that their use should be restricted.

What can you say for and against using a mobile telephone?

Write not less than 250 words.

2. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Television has destroyed communication among friends and family.
                 Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

                 Write not less than 250 words.

3. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People should read only those books that are about real events, real people, and established facts.
Use specific reasons and details to support your opinion.
Write not less than 250 words.
