WORK AND LABOR
There are many opinions about the question, “Why don't people work?"Aesop's famous fable clearly illustrates what the result of not working is. The ant and grasshopper are opposites in that one of them doesn't want to work. People of many generations have accepted the moral of Aesop's fable as the rule. According to Aesop's moral, the ant was right, and the grasshopper was not because it did not work during the summer. It was singing and dancing all the time and didn't anticipate what would happen in the winter. That is a simple moral. It is also too idealistic. For Aesop, the world is divided into two groups — the ants and the grasshoppers. However, people in real life are more varied and complex than the ant and the grasshopper. Maugham tried to depict the world in more realistic colors. He showed two brothers, one of whom didn't work but was still, rewarded. It is the way life is. So, Aesop defined a rule and Maugham, showed that people don't always want to live by the rules. Why? Life is more complicated than an Aesop's fable because there is a big difference between labor and work.
Most people consider labor as a way to exist, to provide themselves with the necessities of life. They work in order to live — even if they hate their jobs — and they would not work if they could manage not to.-A work ethic and moral rules have been, created by society. Political orientation does not matter; in any case, society will create conditions that require people to work hard. In his book "The Work Ethic Is Underemployed", Daniel Yankelovich considers three conceptions of work: first, as labor, as away to exist; second, as a way to improve one's level of life; and third, as a moral necessity. Some people accept these rules. They work hard and consider this way of living as the only right one. They believe that their labor will eventually be rewarded. They are obvious characters of Aesop's fable. They are ants. And they do labor, not work.
There is another reason that people work. It doesn't fit into any of Yankelovich's definitions of work. There are some people who work not for money, not for the best possible material life, not because of a moral necessity or society's rules — but because they cannot live without working. For them work is a natural necessity that has nothing to do with either morals or money.
There are three good examples of people who illustrate that work is different from labor. A good example of someone who could not live without working was Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, the great Viennese musician and composer. He could not accept life without making music. To live without creating music was meaningless to him. Jack London, a great American writer, spent his entire life in an effort to describe people with strong personalities and willpower, people who were trying to realize the truth about life. Roald Amundsen, the great Norwegian explorer, sacrificed his life for the work of exploration. He was the first person to reach the South Pole.
The people I have been talking about lived in order to work. They considered work something very interesting. It made existence more exciting; it gave meaning to their lives. Life and work were the same for them. However, they don't fit into the characters of Aesop's ant or Yankelovich's workers. The three of them spent long periods of time without working. These were times of terrible depression, stress, and even the threat of madness. Mozart was under a depression after his mother's death. The last years of his life, he drank heavily, and he died in poverty. Jack London wasn't more successful: alcoholism and fi​nancial problems led him to commit suicide at the age of 40. Roald Amundsen was killed during the air search for an Italian explorer, Umberto Nobile. It would be very simple to say that these people didn't do any real work because they were lazy or because they could not handle problems due to a weak will. However, like a glowworm, which does nothing at all, they made a beautiful light through their work. The light they made illuminated whole generations.

I believe that the difference between work and labor can explain a lot of things. Sometimes it is difficult to recognize the difference between them, but it is important to do so. Since earliest times humans have created. Their creativity has brought the greatest advances and inventions into the world. Uncreative work, or labor, leaves no trace in history. The majestic pyramids of Egypt, built through the labor of thousands of slaves but the work of only a few architects, still stand today as a monument to creative work. They are a combination of work and labor. So, why are we trying to differentiate the two terms? First, it is important to understand the difference between work and labor. Second, it is important to work rather than labor in order to create rather than merely produce.

Listening Comprehension
Directions: in this part of the section you will listen to a text. After listening look at the questions 1-10, decide, which of them are true (T) and which are false (F) according to the text you have heard and mark the letter you have chosen by encircling it.

Remember that you are not allowed to take any notes while the text is being read out to you.

1. Aesop believes the man should somehow be able to foresee the fu​ture.

2. The author of the article shows consent with Aesop's ideas.

3. People sometimes wish to go beyond regulations.

4. The majority of people share the same views on work.

5. The social aspects of work ethic are secondary.

6. Work and labor are more the same than different issues.

7. The ideas on work of a modern author absolutely disagree with Aesop's.
8. Some people fall out of the suggested categories.

9. It is not unusual that some people may idle for some time.

10. The difference between work and labor lies in creativity.

Directions: in this part of the section you will listen to the text for the second time. After listening look at the questions 11-20, decide, which of the given answers (A, B, C or D) best corresponds to what was stated or implied in the text you have heard and mark your answer in the booklet by encircling the letter of your choice.

Remember that you are not allowed to take any notes while the text is being read out to you

. 11.
The grasshopper in the famous fable is a symbol of:

a) indifference;

b) intolerance;

c) idleness;
d) restlessness.

12.
Aesop's moral may be regarded to be:

a) truly unexpected;

b) far from reality;

c) the only possible;
d) rather complicated.

13.
In his book, an English writer tried to be more:

a) colorful;

b) cheerful;

c) plausible;
d) surrealistic.

14.
The community can always find the way to:

a) sacrifice workers;

b) sympathize with writers;

c) idealize the classes;
d) organize labor.

15.
One of the following conceptions is not considered by Daniel Yankelovich:

a) greed;

b) toil;

c) source;
d) need.

16.
One can make an inference that the number of people out of Yankelovich's scheme is:

a) rather big;

b) fairly small;

c) enormous;
d) not to be taken into account.

17.
The story does NOT bring this person as an example:

a) a famous Austrian;

b) a famous Italian;

c) a famous Norwegian;
d) a famous American.

18.
It is clear that there are people that work:
' a)   to forget;

b) to understand;

c) to survive;
d) to constrain.

19.
This issue was NOT mentioned about the three famous people:

a) extremely low spirits;

b) lack of funds;

c) drinking hard;
d) poor willpower.

20.
One can infer from the text that labor should require:

a) less sensitivity;

b) less capability;

c) less fertility;
d) less productivity.

11.
The grasshopper in the famous fable is a symbol of:

e) indifference;

f) intolerance;

g) idleness;
h) restlessness.

12.
Aesop's moral may be regarded to be:

e) truly unexpected;

f) far from reality;

g) the only possible;
h) rather complicated.

13.
In his book, an English writer tried to be more:

e) colorful;

f) cheerful;

g) plausible;
h) surrealistic.

14.
The community can always find the way to:

e) sacrifice workers;

f) sympathize with writers;

g) idealize the classes;
h) organize labor.

15.
One of the following conceptions is not considered by Daniel Yan-
kelovich:

e) greed;

f) toil;

g) source;
h) need.

16.
One can make an inference that the number of people out of Yan-
. kelovich's scheme is:

e) rather big;

f) fairly small;

g) enormous;
h) not to be taken into account.

17.
The story does NOT bring this person as an example:

e) a famous Austrian;

f) a famous Italian;

g) a famous Norwegian;
h) a famous American.

18.
It is clear that there are people that work:
' a)   to forget;

e) to understand;

f) to survive;
g) to constrain.

19.
This issue was NOT mentioned about the three famous people:

e) extremely low spirits;

f) lack of funds;

g) drinking hard;
h) poor willpower.

20.
One can infer from the text that labor should require:

e) less sensitivity;

f) less capability;

g) less fertility;
h) less productivity.



 Text #1  Read the following fragment of    Catch 22. For questions 1 -6 choose the correct answer A, B, C or D.

1
The doctors were annoyed because

A they didn't know what was wrong with Yossarian. 

B Yossarian pretended to be ill. 

C Yossarian behaved impatiently. 

D Yossarian refused to take the pills.

2
Nurse Duckett disliked Yossarian

A but most other nurses didn't.

B and so did all the nurses.

C because he was rude to her.

D because she was an unpleasant person.

3
Yossarian

A told the doctors he was feeling worse. 

B didn't tell the doctors he was better. 

C made himself ill on purpose. 

D never spoke to the doctors.

4
How did Yossarian feel about being in hospital?

A He was happy to be there. B He was impatient to get out. C He disliked the staff. 
D He missed his friends.

5
It was easy for Yossarian to stay on in the hospital because

A the doctors were interested in his case. 
B he was seriously ill. 
C he had an unusually high temperature. 
D it was comfortable.

6
Yossarian wrote letters about going on a dangerous mission

A in order to appear brave.

B because he had volunteered to go.

C so that people would think he was dead and leave him alone.
D without mentioning why.


Yossarian was in the hospital with a pain in his liver that fell just short of being jaundice. The doctors were puzzled by the fact that it wasn't quite jaundice. If it became jaundice, they could treat it. If it didn't become jaundice and went away, they could discharge him. But this just being short of jaundice all the time confused them.

Each morning they came around, three brisk and serious men with efficient mouths and inefficient eyes, accompanied by brisk and serious Nurse Duckett, one of the ward nurses who didn't like Yossarian. They read the chart at the foot of the bed and asked impatiently about the pain. They seemed irritated when he told them it was exactly the same.
“Still no movement?” the full colonel demanded. The doctors exchanged a look when he shook his head,.

"Give him another pill.”
Nurse Duckett made a note to give Yossarian another pill, and the four of them moved along to the next bed. None of the nurses liked Yossarian. Actually, the pain in his liver had gone away, but Yossarian didn't say anything and the doctors never suspected.

Yossarian had everything he wanted in the hospital. The food wasn't too bad, and his meals were brought to him in bed. There were extra rations of fresh meat, and during the hot part of the afternoon he and the others were served chilled fruit juice or chilled chocolate milk. Apart from the doctors and the nurses, no one ever disturbed him. He was comfortable in the hospital, and it was easy to stay on because he always ran a temperature of 101.

After he had made up his mind to spend the rest of the war in the hospital, Yossarian wrote letters to everyone he knew saying that he was in the hospital but never mentioning why. One day he had a better idea. To everyone he knew he wrote that he was going on a very dangerous mission. 'They asked for volunteers. It's very dangerous, but someone has to do it. I'll write you the instant I get back.' And he had not written anyone since.

Text # 2 . Read the text below and decide which answer A, B, C or D best fits each space.

Internet Business
       In the mid to late 1990s, thousands of new companies were set up with one purpose: to benefit from the explosion of interest in the Internet. Large corporations were happy to invest millions in the weirdest website
ideas, confident that they would make a fortune overtime. Most of them didn't. Indeed, the vast majority of them have gone (7), leaving their investors severely out of pocket. So what went wrong?
       The main mistake that companies made was to forget to ask how their dot com company (as Internet-based companies are sometimes called) would actually make a profit It sounds fairly obvious now, but in the rush to 'get on the Net', the whole concept was (8) There was also a second problem which dot coms did not (9). Yes, Internet traffic was (10) enormously, but people still felt uncomfortable - many still do, in fact- about buying products and services online. Even if the dot corns had (11) sensible business ideas, it's unlikely they would have brought in enough to cover their initial investment.
       There were some exceptions of course. Some companies have been hugely successful on the Internet. Most, however, found it wasn't as easy to run. an Internet business as they'd thought.
7. A. ruined        B. bust                  C. broken           D. smashed

8. A. overseen    B. unobserved      C. overlooked     D. reviewed

9. A. hesitate      B. anticipate         C. regard             D. maintain

10. A. raising       B. improving        C. increasing       D. extending

11. A. made up    B. brought out       C. come into       D. worked out

Text # 3 You are going to read a newspaper article about a personal trainer. For questions 12 – 15, choose the answer A, B, C or D..      FIT FOR FAME
He's the man who keeps the stars in good shape. But Matt Roberts is more than just a fitness trainer.
       At 29, Matt Roberts is Britain's leading personal trainer. His clients include the rich and the famous: people like supermodel Naomi Campbell and Mel C, the former singer with the pop group Spice Girls. He has already published two books about fitness and he is about to launch his own range of health and fitness products.

       Unlike many of his clients, Matt has always been sporty. His father, John Roberts, played professional football for top London club Arsenal in the early seventies, and Matt looked set to follow in his footsteps. Then, during an athletics match at school, his plans suddenly changed when he was knocked on the head by a stray discus. Doctors ruled out team sports from then on, and for a few months he got no exercise at all. This gave Matt a brief taste of what it's like to be out of condition. After that, he decided to focus on another activity he had always excelled at: sprinting.

       Matt trained hard and once even represented England, but already by the age of 16, he had set his sights on becoming a fitness trainer with his own gym. He recalls: 'When my injury meant I wasn't getting any exercise, I just wasn't myself. It's the same for people who are overweight or unfit, they aren't themselves.' For Matt remains convinced that fitness is the basis of a full and happy life.

       After leaving school, Matt went to the USA. This was a lucky move because his arrival coincided with the rise in the fashion for personal trainers amongst celebrities, and he became one of the pioneers in the field. His first big break came when a rock star who was preparing for a world tour employed him full-time. 'It was a great experience,' Matt recalls, 'coming up with the entire health package for somebody. But intense.' He's careful, however, even now, not to give away his employer's identity. And it is this acceptance of the confidential nature of their relationship that his clients value highly, perhaps even more than the training itself. So it comes as no surprise that news of his skills spread through word-of-mouth recommendations.

       After six month, Matt moved back to London, where he built up a base of clients whom he trained in their homes, before spotting the premises he was looking for in the city's fashionable Mayfair district. As he was only 22, the banks wouldn't lend Matt the start-up money he needed and suppliers wouldn't lease equipment. But Matt worked hard to save the capital and moved into what would be the first of his chain of gyms. 

       'It's great to see results in clients,' Matt says. 'I see myself more as a training partner. I don't think the pupil-teacher thing works with most people.' He's probably right there, but it's clear to me that the best trainers are also psychologists of a kind, achieving the kind of mental transformation that changes a couch potato into a gymnast, helping us find the inner athlete just waiting to burst free. 

       But then there are trainers and trainers. The $40-an-hour trainer down your local gym may not offer quite the same results as Matt, who charges between $80 and $110. What's more, he says he only knows of seven or eight really good trainers in the UK, adding 'although of course there might be a lot of good people I haven't come across'.

       But if you can't afford a top trainer, you could, of course, try Matt's 90-Day Fitness Plan. As his editor insists: 'He's the real thing! As you read Matt's books, you can almost hear him pushing you on.' Matt Roberts seems determined to broadcast the good news about health and fitness beyond his client base - which is a sincere, if also a profitable, objective. One can't help but think, however, that even the best exercise book is bound to be less effective than one-to-one sessions with the man himself.
12.             Why did Matt decide not to follow a career in football?
A
He realized it was a dangerous sport.
B
He was advised against it for medical reasons.
C
He discovered he was better suited to athletics.
D
He didn't want to do the same thing as his father.
13
According to the article, when Matt went to the USA
          A  he was able to take advantage of a new trend. 

          B   he was the first trainer to attract celebrity clients. 

          C  he was sure of finding work as a personal trainer. 

          D  he made good contacts amongst fashionable trainers.
14
In the writer's view, what did Mart's early clients appreciate most?
A
He wasn't well-known himself.
B
He respected their need for privacy.
C
He was recommended by their friends.
D
He provided a personal training package.
15
What is Matt's view of other personal trainers?
A
Cheaper ones may be just as good.
B
He prefers not to comment on them.
C
There may now be too many of them.
D
Few offer a service comparable to his.

Text # 4  For questions 16 -21, choose the answer A, B, C or –D.     GOING ON A DIET 
Dora Stephenson asks what people really mean when they say they're 'going on a diet'.

If someone tells you they're going on a diet, the chances are you'll imagine they're trying to lose weight. In fact, weight-loss diets are only one type of dieting. Some sports players, for example, might go on a weight-gain diet, with the aim of increasing their body mass and, by extension, their strength. Patients who have lost weight through illness may also embark on a weight-gain diet. Their aim differs from the athlete in that they're attempting to return to their previous levels of muscle and body fat, rather than aiming to increase their normal personal levels. Actors may also decide to go on a weight-gain diet to play a particular role. Robert De Niro, for example, is well known for greatly increasing his weight to play certain characters - he gained more than 27 kilograms to play the older La Motta in the film Raging Bull.
At the end of filming, De Niro presumably changed his eating patterns to reduce his weight. In effect, he went on a weight-loss diet. Weight-loss diets generally limit the amount of certain foods, or food in general, in order to reduce body mass. Despite what many people think, this reduction is not just a reduction in fat, however. Weight loss is usually a combination of a loss in muscle, water and fat. Indeed, some dieters lose weight without losing much fat at all. An overweight person dieting should aim to lose fat rather than muscle. Some dieters therefore have to restrict their muscle loss by doing push-ups, lifting weights and making sure they get enough protein (which is required to build muscle).

Protein is just one of the essential nutrients our bodies need. We also need fats, vitamins, minerals and water. A diet that doesn't provide these nutritional requirements can be damaging to our physical well-being. In general, then, the most sensible weight-loss diet is an adapted standard balanced diet - adapted in the sense that the size of portions is reduced, and some foods are substituted for others (for example, full-fat milk is replaced with skimmed milk, or sugar is replaced with artificial sweetener).

Although some overweight people are overweight because of their metabolism, others are overweight simply because they eat too much. For this reason, some diets focus on the psychological aspect of weight-loss, with the aim of reducing the desire to overeat. Some foods, for example high-fibre vegetables, have been shown to effectively 'obtain satiation', or, in other words, to create a feeling of fullness and loss of appetite. Drinking water and exercising are also effective in reducing the appetite. For some diets, doctors prescribe drugs such as ephedrine to help suppress the appetite. Some dieters join a weight-loss group in their attempt to lose weight. Some of these groups, such as Overeaters Anonymous, are non-profit organizations. Others, such as Weight Watchers, are commercial concerns. Groups differ in their aims - some offer special menus, some provide their own brand of prepared food, and others focus mainly on providing emotional support and giving practical information. 

Of course, there are also a large number of named weight-loss diets to choose from. The weight-loss diet book is a multi-million pound industry in its own right. These diets tend to go in and out of fashion, and are frequently promoted by celebrities, their creators, or both. Many of these diets - the Atkins Diet being a prime example - are controversial, in that the medical and scientific community becomes divided over how effective and healthy the diet actually is. Before starting one of these diets, the golden rule is to find out as much about it as possible. The internet is a valuable source of information, and your local GP can also advise you whether a particular diet is suitable for your needs.

16
How do the weight-gain diets of sports players and patients differ?

A Sports players, unlike patients, focus on their own personal weight levels. 
B Sports players, unlike patients, are interested in increasing their strength.
C Patients try to increase muscle and body fat, rather than just muscle.

D Patients try to get back weight they have lost rather than put on extra weight.

17
The phrase 'In effect' (line 19) suggests that

A De Niro's diet was particularly effective and successful. 
B although De Niro may not have described it as a diet, it was.

C De Niro made a very great effort to reduce the weight he had gained.

D changing your eating patterns does not always lead to effective weight loss.

18
According to the writer, a lot of people wrongly believe that

A you shouldn't aim to reduce your body fat in a weight-loss diet.

B the only effect of eating less is a decrease in the amount of body fat.

C successful weight toss comes through losing muscle, water and fat.
D if you eat less, your body may actually lose muscle rather than fat.
19   Some dieters do push-ups, according to the writer, to ensure that 

A they have enough protein in their bodies. 
B their muscles aren't restricted in any way.
 C they don't lose muscle instead of fat. D they are able to lift heavy weights.
20
The 'most sensible weight-loss diet' involves
A eating smaller amounts of normal food, and choosing healthier alternatives. 
B adapting portions so that the diet is more balanced than normal. 
C replacing ail fatty foods with their non-fat alternatives. 
D increasing the size of some portions, and decreasing others.
21
What does the writer mean by 'obtain satiation' 

A stop you eating unhealthy and fatty food
B stop you losing your appetite for vegetables 
C make you feel like you have eaten enough 
D make you only want to eat healthy vegetables
Text # 5      PUNCTUATION STICKLERS UNITE
Punctuation miscreants, beware. There's a new punctuation book in town, called "Eats Shoots and Leaves", by British punctuation stickler, Lynn Truss. She condemns the illiterate, stupid, and greengrocers of the world, who misuse and abuse proper punctuation. You know the ones. These are the people who put apostrophes in things like "DVD's", "1970's", or "it's" for the possessive of "it". They misplace commas, and are never sure if they mean "woman, without her, man is helpless" or "woman, without her man, is helpless". Truss rails against them and urges the grammar mavens of the world to rise up in protest against the slow tortuous death of the English language. 
"Sticklers unite, you have nothing to lose but your sense of proportion, and arguably you didn't have a lot of that to begin with", she admonishes us. Maybe she's right. We don't have a sense of proportion. It's not a big deal if people write things like "i'ts" or "your on fire", right? I mean, there are more important things in life to worry about, and this is just a teeny-tiny little problem that is hardly worth our attention.
So why is it like fingers on a chalkboard to some of us? What is it about a misplaced apostrophe, a missing hyphen, or those people who refer to this (...) as "dot dot dot" instead of "ellipsis" that sets our teeth on edge?
Self-satisfaction is part of it. We feel good about ourselves. There's just something gratifying about feeling smarter than other people. Oh, I know. Were not supposed to feel that way. Everyone is equal and no one is better than everyone else, right? Then why did you feel a smug little spark of victory when you discovered I missed the apostrophe in "we're" in the second sentence of this paragraph? See what I mean?
We also feel a sense of belonging. We're in a special club. A club made up of people who know things that others don't, like the true name of "dot dot dot", or what an Oxford comma is. (It's the last comma before "and", as in "gold, silver, and bronze".)
I, for one, love the "Oxford comma". I have lived and died by that little comma for years. Most journalists ignore it, some editors have been known to draw and quarter writers for using it, but I have stuck to my guns. I even got into a heated argument with my college newspaper editor about it. Just knowing that this particular comma has a name makes it even more special. And it makes me a charter member of the know-it-all club.
Of course, there are some people who look down on us punctuation sticklers as dorks in dire need of better sense of proportion. "Get a life", they hiss at us. "God, who cares?" they ask mockingly
I saw a t-shirt with "your retarded" written on the front. When someone would comment on the error — it should say "you're retarded" — the slack-jawed, mouth-breathing wearer could then point out that the other person was the retarded one, because they didn't get the joke.
Personally, I think it was a mistake by the dunderheaded moron who wrote the t-shirt, but didn't realize his gaffe until it was too late.
"Hey, I know", he said to himself, between bites of Ramen noodles, as he watched professional wrestling on TV, "I'll say it's a joke and make the smart people feel dumb". He then nearly choked to death on a Ramen noodle, because he was breathing through his mouth and chewing at the same time.
Oftentimes, punctuation sticklers are hurt and confused by other people's unwillingness to learn basic punctuation rules. "We're only trying to make you a better person!" we wail.
These anti-punctuation snobs are just jealous. They're jealous of our rapier punctuation wit and our ease at spotting errata they otherwise missed. At least that's what my mom would say. She often said things like this when I was a young boy, which was particularly helpful at times, like when mean kids made fun of my pants.
Unfortunately, our efforts are often unappreciated or wasted, which is a shame, because the scoffer only ends up looking like more of a moron than they already did.
I remember several years ago, driving past a local printing company whose billboard advertised for a press operator position. "Experience nesessary", the sign said. I called them and pointed out the error. After all, a printing company should be able to spell correctly, right?
"You need a 'C in necessary", I told the woman on the other end. She thanked me rather snottily, and said someone would fix it. I could hear the "get a life" undertone in her voice.
Given all the stories I had heard about this particular company, I wasn't too surprised the next day when I saw the correction they had made.
"Experience nessecary".
Now who's the dork?
22. The word "miscreant" may most probably mean:
a) violator;
b) vacationer;
c) villain;
d)  vertebrate;
23.What the author emphasizes more is:
a) the importance of using proper vocabulary;
b) the need to beware of some kind of potential danger;
c) the need to read the book by Lynn Truss;
d) the need to feel smarter than other people.       .
24.
The word "maven" can best be replaced with:
a) opponent;
b) impostor;
c) expert;
d) designer.                                       
25.
Lynn Truss is worried about people losing:
a) the sense of adequacy;
b) the ability to rationalize;
c) the sense of promotion;
d) the sense of delicacy.
26.
The author is wondering why:
a) some people feel angry about grammar mistakes;
b) some people feel disappointed about others;
c) some people feel sorry about others;
d) some people feel proud for others.
27.
The author has made a grammar mistake to illustrate:
a) some rules of punctuation;
b) some traits of human character;
c) some learning principles;
d) some common teaching activities.
28.
It can be inferred about the author that he:
a) prefers idling to doing something;
b) may be a rather ignorant person;
c) is not very good at doing things;
d) looks rather persistent.
29.The author implies that there are quite a few people that:
a) are not very keen on keeping to the rules of grammar;
b) are not very smart by nature;
c) are not willing to understand jokes;
d) are not very interested in wearing slacks.
30. It can be inferred from the passage that the given printing company:

a) was very popular with the community;

b) was comparatively large;

c) might have been missing misprints;

d) might have hired only arrogant staff.

1. A local newspaper has recently published a series of articles about young people. In most of the articles, young people are described as irresponsible, rude and looking only for cheap entertainment. These opinions are mainly based on a few recent incidents at the local discotheque.

Write a letter to the editor expressing your disapproval not only of the editorial policy of treating the topic, but also of the perception of young people.

2. It has been said that young people today are too materialistic – they want their parents to buy them expensive clothes, mobile phones and music players. At the same time, some of these young people are passive in their attitudes towards the hard work necessary to get prepared for a good job. Do you have any friends like that? What do you think will happen to them? 

Write a letter giving advice to such a person. Use your own personal experiences as examples.

3. American children recite a pledge of allegiance to their country every morning at school and Americans sing the National Anthem at the beginning of all public events, such as athletic contests or town meetings. Americans believe that these actions help children become patriotic and remind all Americans to love their country. Should Ukraine institute similar practices? How would you suggest increasing the patriotism of Ukrainians?
1. Now, that independent testing is to be taken by everyone, do you think that the school curriculum must be limited to only the subjects tested? If so, how much will this affect the level of general students' knowledge and culture? If no, what other subjects do you believe are absolutely necessary to be taught at school?

2. Drug use is a problem among youth in many countries around the world.  You are asked to help plan an ad campaign to encourage youth not to use drugs. Would you put your ad campaign on TV, on billboards or on the Internet? Why? Describe your ad; what would you show?  What information would it contain? Why do you think your ad would prevent youth from using drugs? Should advertising agencies have social responsibilities? Why or why not?

3."When people succeed in life, it is because of hard work. Being lucky has nothing to do with success in life." Do you agree or disagree with the quotation above? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your position.

4. Some people think that they can learn better by themselves than with a teacher. Others think that it is always better to have a teacher. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons to develop your answer.

5. Some people believe that the Earth is being harmed (damaged) by human activity. Others feel that human activity makes the Earth a better place to live. What is your opinion? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

6. Some people spend their entire lives in one place. Others move a number of times throughout their lives, looking for a better job, house, community, or even climate. Which do you prefer: staying in one place or moving in search of another place? Use reasons and specific examples to support your opinion.

7. Some people think that human needs for farmland, housing, and industry are more important than saving land for endangered animals. Do you agree or disagree with this point of view? Why or why not? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

8. Music is an important part of the lives of men and women, young and old, but it is especially popular with young people.  Musicians nowadays sing about all kinds of topics, and popular music often carries a message.  Many people blame the messages carried in music for the negative actions that youth take.  In your opinion, do these messages have an impact on today's youth?  Is this positive or negative?  Should musicians be kept from using bad words and negative messages?  Is it possible to censor what children listen to?  Is censorship the answer to these problems
9. Some people like to do only what they already do well. Other people prefer to try new things and take risks. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice. 

10. Some people believe that success in life comes from taking risks or chances. Others believe that success results from careful planning. In your opinion, what does success come from? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

11. Who do you want most as a friend: someone who is intelligent, or someone who has a sense of humour, or someone who is reliable? Which one of these characteristics is most important to you? Use reasons and specific examples to explain your choice.

12. . A lot of experts believe that modern TV and radio programmes, films an other media are very dangerous for youth because they cultivate violence. Do you agree with this opinion? If yes, what would you change in modern media? If no, what may the reasons for such experts' opinion be?

13. Which would you choose: a high-paying job with long hours that would give you little time with family and friends or a lower-paying job with shorter hours that would give you more time with family and friends. Explain your choice, using specific reasons and details.

14. Some people think governments should spend as much money as possible exploring outer space (for example, travelling to the Moon and to other planets). Other people disagree and think governments should spend this money for our basic needs on Earth. Which of these two opinions do you agree with? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

15. People have different ways of escaping the stress and difficulties of modern life. Some read; some exercise; others work in their gardens. What do you think are the best ways of reducing stress? Use specific details and examples in your answer.

16. If you were asked to send one thing representing your country to an international exhibition, what would you choose? Why? Use specific reasons and details to explain your choice.

17. In your opinion, what is the most important characteristic (for example, honesty, intelligence, a sense of humour) that a person can have to be successful in life? Use specific reasons and examples from your experience to explain your answer. When you answer, you are not limited to the examples listed in the question.

18. It is generally agreed that society benefits from the work of its members. Compare the contributions of artists to society with the contributions of scientists to society. Which type of contribution do you think is valued more by your society? Give specific reasons to support your answer. 

19. Some people choose friends who are different from themselves. Others choose friends who are similar to themselves. Compare the advantages of having friends who are different from you with the advantages of having friends who are similar to you. Which kind of friend do you prefer for yourself? Why?

20. Some people trust their first impressions about a person's character because they believe these judgments are generally correct. Other people do not judge a person's character quickly because they believe first impressions are often wrong. Compare these two attitudes. Which attitude do you agree with? Support your choice with specific examples.

21. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is better to be a member of a group than to be the leader of a group. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

22. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The best preparation for life or a career is not learning to be competitive, but learning to be cooperative. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

23. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The best way to teach—whether as an educator, employer, or parent—is to praise positive actions and ignore negative ones. Give specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

24. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is more important to allocate money for immediate, existing social problems than to spend it on long-term research that might help future generations. Support your answer with specific reasons and examples.

25. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? A nation should require all its students to study the same national curriculum until they enter college rather than allow schools in different parts of the nation to determine which academic courses to offer. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

26. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Because of television and worldwide computer connections, people can now become familiar with a great many places that they have never visited, and as a result, tourism will soon become obsolete. Give specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

27. Name one of the prominent people of Cherkasy Land whose life sets an inspiring example to younger generation. What are the most significant of his or her accomplishments?  

28. Imagine that a new regulation has been passed stating that all future Olympic Games must be held in developing nations in order to promote economic development and stimulate discussion on the topic of poverty.  How will this change the image of the Olympic Games? What benefits might the countries experience from hosting the games? In your opinion, are the Olympics only a sporting event or can they be a venue for  addressing social issues, and why?

29. Each person has his own individual definition of success.  What do you believe a person needs to accomplish in order to be considered successful?  Does someone need specific preparation or background in order to achieve success?  What steps have you taken to ensure your own personal success? 

30. It has been said, "Not all learning takes place in the classroom." Compare and contrast knowledge gained from personal experience with knowledge gained from classroom instruction. In your opinion, which source is more important? Why?  

