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1. Listening

Listening Comprehension 11th form  1 variant 

Work

Mark Twain pointed out that if work were so pleasant, the rich would keep it for themselves. But however much people may think they dislike work, everyone has a deep psychological need for it. Everyone wants to be valued, and wages and salaries are the visible proof that we matter. 

Not all kinds of work qualify, however. No matter how worthwhile or demanding they might be, bringing up children, housework and voluntary employment are not usually seen as “proper jobs”. The only “proper” job is one that provides paid employment. Being paid for a job in our society means higher personal status. 

Of course we would also prefer work, to be useful, pleasant and interesting— and also well paid. But you don’t really have to enjoy your work to get pleasure from it. The fact that we have to overcome some difficulties, that we have to deal with doing routine tasks, in some way, gives us pleasure. 

For example, having to be in a particular place at a particular time, working as part of a team towards a common goal, gives us a sense of purpose. The modern workplace also provides somewhere where people can assert their identity or create a new one. 

Without work many people become untidy and lazy, and find they are unable to enjoy the leisure time which is available to them. When some people retire from work, they lose their sense of value and purpose. For most of their lives their personality, self-image and status have been defined by work without it they lose their appetite for life. 

People who suddenly lose their jobs can find the situation particularly difficult. At a single stroke they lose all the advantages and status that a paid job provides. In a culture dominated by work, they are seen by those with jobs as incompetent or lazy. It is little wonder that stress and illness occur more frequently among the unemployed. 

Employment is now changing, however. Information technology has already significantly altered the world of work. For many, the idea of a job for life is no longer realistic. Many people fear they will lose their jobs, and some are being persuaded to accept the possibility of part-time work. Even the workplace itself may become a thing of the past with more and more people working at home. This means that we may no longer be able to depend on work to define ourselves and our position in society, and that we will have to find new ways to give our lives a sense of value and purpose. 
 Listening Comprehension 11th form  

 1 variant 

True / False  

1.  Mark Twain pointed out that the rich should work more.

2. People have a deep psychological need for work because they want to be rich.

3.  A ‘proper job’ is one that provides paid employment.

4. People don’t have to “enjoy their work to get pleasure from it” because coping with problems can be satisfying. 

5. Working as part of a team towards a common goal, gives us a good salary.

6.  Without work many people become happy and tidy and enjoy their life.

7. People who suddenly become unemployed can find the situation particularly difficult.

8. Stress and illness do not occur among the people who have no job.

9. The arrival of information technology has made work more stressful. 
10.  The workplace itself may become a thing of the past with more and more people working at the plants.

Multiple choice test 1st variant 

1.  Everyone has a deep psychological need for …

 A getting wages and salaries;    B having a job;   C being able to rest;   D having entertainments;

2. Everyone wants to be valued that is …

A  to get wages and salaries;  B  to get prizes;  C  to be praised;  D  to be unemployed;

3. Being paid for a job in our society means … 

A  lower personal status;  B no personal status;  C  higher personal status; D to become rich;

4. Some people prefer work to be useful and interesting but you do not have to … 

A  cooperate with your colleagues; B get pleasure from it;   C  love the staff;   

D be paid;  

5. A modern work place is a place where people can … 

A  have their lunch; B drink coffee for free;  C assert their identity; D argue with their boss

6. Some people lose their sense of value and goal when they …

A  fall ill;    B retire;  C go bankrupt;   D are offered a job; 

7. A well-paid job provides … 

A  status of a rich person;  B health insurance;   C various professional possibilities;  D the advantages and status;

8. The unemployed people are seen by those with jobs as … 

A rich and happy; B incompetent or lazy; C boring or uninteresting;   D easy going and sociable;

9.  The world of work is significantly transformed by … 

A  nuclear technology; B management technology;  C information technology;  D educational technology;

10. As the employment is changing now many people fear they will …

A be replaced by the computers B get no salary;  C upset their boss; D lose their jobs;

2. Reading
Reading  Comprehension 11th form
1 variant

SPOKEN CORPUS COMES TO LIFE

A Сompiling of dictionaries has been historically the provenance of studious professorial types - usually bespectacled - who love to pore over weighty tomes and make pronouncements on the finer nuances of meaning. They were probably good at crosswords and definitely knew a lot of words, but the image was always rather dry and dusty. The latest technology, and simple technology at that, is revolutionising the content of dictionaries and the way they are put together.

B
 For the first time, dictionary publishers are incorporating real, spoken English into their data. It gives lexicographers (people who write dictionaries) access to a more vibrant, up-to-date vernacular language which has never really been studied before. In one project, 150 volunteers each agreed to discreetly tie a Walkman recorder to their waist and leave it running for anything up to two weeks. Every conversation they had was recorded. When the data was collected, the length of tapes was 35 times the depth of the Atlantic Ocean. Teams of audio typists transcribed the tapes to produce a computerised database of ten million words.

C
 This has been the basis - along with an existing written corpus - for the Language Activator dictionary, described by lexicographer Professor Randolph Quirk as “the book the world has been waiting for”. It shows advanced foreign learners of English how the language is really used. In the dictionary, key words such as “eat” are followed by related phrases such as “wolf down” or “be a picky eater”, allowing the student to choose the appropriate phrase.

D
 “This kind of research would be impossible without computers,” said Delia Summers, a director of dictionaries. “It has transformed the way lexicographers work. If you look at the word “like”, you may intuitively think that the first and most frequent meaning is the verb, as in “I like swimming”. It is not. It is the preposition, as in: “she walked like a duck”. Just because a word or phrase is used doesn’t mean it ends up in a dictionary. The sifting out process is as vital as ever. But the database does allow lexicographers to search for a word and find out how frequently it is used – something that could only be guessed at intuitively before.

E 
Researchers have found that written English works in a very different way to spoken English. The phrase “say what you like” literally means “feel free to say anything you want”, but in reality it is used, evidence shows, by someone to prevent the other person voicing disagreement. The phrase “it’s a question of crops up on the database over and over again. It has nothing to do with enquiry, but it’s one of the most frequent English phrases which has never been in a language learner’s dictionary before: it is now.

F
 The Spoken Corpus computer shows how inventive and humorous people are when they are using language by twisting familiar phrases for effect. It also reveals the power of the pauses and noises we use to play for time, convey emotion, doubt and irony.

G
 For the moment, those benefiting most from the Spoken Corpus are foreign learners. “Computers allow lexicographers to search quickly through more examples of real English,” said Professor Geoffrey Leech of Lancaster University. “They allow dictionaries to be more accurate and give a feel for how language is being used.” The Spoken Corpus is part of the larger British National Corpus, an initiative carried out by several groups involved in the production of language learning materials: publishers, universities and the British Library.
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I. Write  (true) or – (false) for each of the statements below:

1. People who compile dictionaries are hard-working and intelligent.
2. The content of dictionaries is unchangeable.
3. People who write dictionaries are called dictionary writers.
4. The meanings of a word never end up in a dictionary.
5. A dictionary shows how the language is used.
6. Written English works are similar to spoken English.

7. Computers help dictionaries to be more precise.
8. The phrase “to say what you like” literally means “to express your disagreement”.
9. Sometimes the meaning of a word can be guessed instinctively.
10. The first meaning of a word is always the most frequently used one.
II. Answer the questions:
1. What types of people are called professorial?

2. What is the latest technology doing?

3. What do lexicographers get incorporating real, spoken English into the data?
4. What was the result of the project carried out by the volunteers? 
5. How did Professor Randolph Quirk describe the Language Activator dictionary?
6. What role do computers play in the development of dictionaries?
7. What do people usually do for effect?

8. Who benefits from the Spoken Corpus?
9. What do computers let lexicographers do?

10. What is The Spoken Corpus?

3. Writing
- Do students generally like to take part in extracurricular activities? Do they have enough freedom in choosing what they want to do?

- You want to run for the position of class president at your school. What issues are of interest to the students? What promises will you make to the students to get elected? What personal motives do you have for running forthis office? 

- What do you consider to be a family? How important is family life in today’s world? There are more and more divorces and single-parent families; how is this affecting today’s youth? If you could make some changes to strengthen the family in today’s culture, what would you do? 
4. Speaking

- School teachers impact our futures in many ways. Which teacher has been most influential to you? What makes an influential teacher? Explain why teaching is a valued profession.

- Many people fantasize about the perfect vacation. Describe where you would go and who you would take with you. How long would your perfect vacation last? Name five things that could ruin your perfect vacation. Explain.
- People enjoy decorating their room in a way that reflects their personality. Describe your favorite room. How does this room reflect your personality? If you had the money to decorate your room as you wish, what would you change? 

- Your school is having a competition in which students are designing a new school uniform. What colors and styles would you choose? Why do you think your design should be chosen? What are advantages and disadvantages of school uniforms?
- Many forms of communication, such as mobile phones, letters and email, are now available
worldwide. What forms of communication are available in your community? What is your preferred form of communication?
- Many animals are becoming extinct or endangered. Which three animals do you think are the most important to protect? What can you do to help save animals from extinction? If you could bring any one animal back from extinction which would you bring back? Why?
- Imagine that you have been asked to go on a speaking tour to teach people about Ukraine.
Which three countries would you go to? Why? What items would you bring to show people? How do these represent Ukraine? What event in Ukraine's history do you think is most important for people to know about? Why?
- Many people set goals for themselves every New Year. Do people set goals for themselves at other times? What are some goals that you have set for yourself? Do you agree or disagree that it is important to set goals? Why?
- Marcel Proust once wrote, “The true voyage of discovery lies not in seeking new landscapes, but in having new eyes.” Please describe this quote in your own words and what it means to you. How can people gain "new eyes?" What is more important to you, seeing new places or understanding new things?

- Benjamin Franklin once said, “Eat to live, don’t live to eat. ”How do you interpret this statement? How would you describe your eating habits and those of your peers? Do these habits reflect Franklin’s statement? Explain.

- Imagine that you are given a chance to live forever. Would you accept or refuse this offer?  Why? What would influence your decision? How would this change the way you live your life?

- Most scientists argue that we live in a dangerous time of climate change. Why should all people be concerned about the environment? How can humans undo the damage they've done to the Earth? What are people doing in your town or village to help the environment?
- What is the most threatening health problem facing humanity? Do you know why this problem is spreading? Do you know anyone it has affected?What can we do to help solve this problem?
- Publications, such as newspapers, magazines, and books, tend to focus their marketing on what’s current and popular. What is current and popular in your community? What do you think this says about our priorities today? Do you think that popular news is the most informative news?  Explain.

- In classical literature themes like love, heroism, vengeance, envy, and hope tend to be universal and consequently popular. Which of the above themes do you like the most? Is there a particular book you enjoy in which one or more of these themes exists? Why do you think the above themes are considered universal?

- People usually play music that reflects their mood. What genre of music do you usually listen to? What type of music do you listen to in different emotional states? Do you think music allows you to deal with your emotions? Explain.

- It has been said that the internet is making the world a smaller place. How has the internet changed your life? How does it provide you with access to new ideas and cultures? If you could publish an article on the internet about your culture, what would it say?

- It is said that, “art imitates life.”  Do you think this is true? How important is art in your life? Can art affect the way we live our lives, or even our culture? What piece of art perfectly describes you and your personality?

- The American President John F. Kennedy once said, “Ask not what your country can do for you, but what you can do for your country.” Do you think that you have a responsibility to contribute to your country? Explain. Why do you think this is an important question? What are some examples of things you can do for your country in order to improve it?

- “I left my heart in San Francisco,” is a popular saying. How do you interpret this statement? Where have you been that you’ve left your heart? Is it a place that you go often, or have only been once before?  Do you plan on returning?

- Imagine you had the skills to do any job for one day. Which job would you choose? Why? Is this a career you could see yourself pursuing in the future? Explain. What steps have you taken in order to make that goal a reality?

