English Olympiad Tasks: 11th form


Listening Comprehension 11th Form

Text: From Travellers’ Stories by Eliza Lee Follen
Glossary:

to gild - золотити
to spout - вивергати струмінь
mane - грива

on the lookout - на посту спостереження
to curtsy - робити реверанс

On the first of August I set sail in the steamer Caledonia for England. At four o'clock in the afternoon, we were out of sight of land; one by one, we had taken leave of every object which could be seen from the departing vessel; and now nothing was visible to us but the sky, the ocean meeting it in its wide, unbroken circle, the sun gradually sinking in the west, and our small but only house, the ship. How strange, how inspiring the scene was! so lonely, so magnificent, so solemn! At last the sun set, gilding the clouds, and looking, to my tearful eyes, as if that too said farewell! Then the moon appeared; and the long, indefinite line of light from where her rays first touched the waters to our ship, and the dancing of the waves as they crossed it, catching the light as they passed, were so beautiful that I was unwilling to leave the deck when the hour for rest arrived. 


The wind was against us, and we did not get on very fast; but I enjoyed the novel scene the next day, and passed all my time on deck, watching the sailors and the passengers, and noticing the difference between Englishmen and Americans. 


On Sunday it was very cold, and the wind, still contrary, rose higher and higher; it was impossible to set any sail, but I still kept on deck, and thus avoided sickness. Soon after breakfast I saw a white foam rising in different places occasionally, and was told that it was whales spouting; I saw a great number, and enjoyed it highly. Presently some one called out, "An iceberg!" and, far off against the sky, I saw this floating wonder. It was very beautiful; such a splendid white, so calm and majestic, and so lonely; it was shaped, as I thought, like an old cathedral, but others thought like a sleeping lion, taking what I called the ruined tower for his head and mane. 


Soon after this, the man on the lookout cried, "Steamship America;" and in a few moments more we saw her coming rapidly towards us with her sails all set, for the wind was fair for her. Captain Leitch then told me that he should stop his vessel and send a boat on board, and that he would send a letter by it if I would write one quickly; to others he said the same thing. In a moment the deck was cleared, and in a few more moments all had returned with their letters; and never was there a more beautiful sight than these two fine steamers maneuvering to stop at a respectful distance from each other; then our little boat was lowered, and O, how pretty it was to see her dancing over the rough waves to the other steamer! We sent to the America the sad news of the loss of the Kestrel. After what seemed to us a long time, the boat returned and brought papers, etc., but no important news; and in a few moments the two steamers curtsied to each other, and each went on her way.

Directions: In this test you will carefully listen to a text read aloud twice. The text is followed by 20 tasks. You should do tasks 1 through 10 following the first reading of the text on the basis of what is stated or implied in the text. The text will be read a second time and you should do tasks 11 through 20 following the second reading of the text on the basis of what is stated or implied in the text. For each task you will choose from four possible answers (a, b, c, or d), or two symbols (+ or -) as specified prior to each task. Choose the best answer and mark the letter or symbol of your choice on the Answer Sheet.

Text 1: From Travellers’ Stories by Eliza Lee Follen 

Section 1. True or False Statements (+/-). Listen to the story and decide which of these statements are true and which of them are false. 

1. The traveller is going to America.

2. The traveller didn't want to go to bed on the first night.

3. The wind helped the traveller's ship.

4. There were only English people on the ship.

5. The traveller saw whales on Sunday morning

6. The people on the ship saw the iceberg in summer.

7. The traveller saw a sleeping lion and an old cathedral on the journey.

8. The traveller thought the two ships meeting was the most beautiful sight ever.

9. We can assume some tragedy happened to the Kestrel.

10. We know that the traveller is a woman.

Section 2. Multiple choice.  For each question, listen to the story and decide which of the statements is the best answer.

11. At four o'clock on the first day the traveller:

A. watched the sunset.

B. couldn't see land.

C. saw an iceberg.

D. set sail.

12. The traveller used many words to describe the first day of the journey, EXCEPT:

E. strange

F. inspiring
G. magnificent

H. solemn

13. On the first evening of the journey the traveller noticed how the moon:

I. was shining on the water.

J. was full.

K. was low on the horizon.

L. was dancing in the sky.
14. The traveller watched the sailors and passengers on:

M. the first of August.

N. Sunday.

O. the second day of the journey.

P. the sixteenth of April.

15. On Sunday the weather was:

Q. warm and windy.

R. cold and still.

S. warm and still.

T. cold and windy.

16. On Sunday the traveller decided to stay on deck in order to:

U. breathe the fresh salty air.

V. have breakfast.

W. avoid getting seasick.

X. see the Steamship America.

17. All of these words were used to describe the iceberg EXCEPT:

Y. calm

Z. white

AA. lonely

AB. enormous

18. The Steamship America was travelling:

AC. faster than the traveller's ship.

AD. in the same direction as the traveller's ship.

AE. slower than the traveller's ship.

AF. to England.

19. The deck of the traveller's ship was cleared because:

AG. everyone wanted to go to the other ship.

AH. everyone was writing letters.

AI. it was time for lunch.

AJ. the weather that day was horrible.

20. What happened when the two ships met?

AK. The ships crashed into the Kestrel.

AL. The traveller went to the America.


AM. Leitch sent a boat to the America.

D.  The Steamship America sent sad news to the traveller's ship.
Reading Comprehension 11th Form

Directions:
In this Test you will read five texts. Each text is followed by 6 tasks. You should do the tasks following a text on the basis of what is stated or implied in that text. For each task you will choose the best possible answer from four possible answers (A, B, C, or D), or two symbols (+ or -) as specified prior to each task. Some sections ask you to write the number of a blank place in the text.  Choose the best answer and mark the letter, symbol, or number of your choice.

Text 1: From The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd

After my morning of capturing bees, I spent the afternoon in the peach stand out on the highway, selling T. Ray’s peaches.  It was the loneliest summer job a girl could have, stuck in a roadside hut with three walls and a flat tin roof.


I sat on a Coke crate and watched pickups zoom by till I was nearly poisoned with exhaust fumes and boredom.  Thursday afternoon was usually a big peach day, with women getting ready for Sunday cobblers, but not a soul stopped.


T. Ray refused to let me bring books out here and read, and if I smuggled one out, say, Lost Horizon, stuck under my shirt, somebody, like Mrs. Watson from the next farm, would see him at church and say, “Saw your girl in the peach stand reading up a storm.  You must be proud.”  And he would half kill me.


What kind of person is against reading?  I think he believed it would stir up ideas of college, which he thought was a waste of money for girls, even if they did, like me, score the highest number a human being can get on their verbal aptitude test.  Math aptitude is another thing, but people aren’t meant to be overly bright in everything.

Section 1.  Questions 1-10 refer to Text 1.  On your answer sheet circle + if the statement is true, - if it is false.
1. The peach stand, where the narrator works, is located close to a road. 

2. The narrator indicates that her summer job is difficult, but enjoyable. 

3. The narrator really enjoyed watching cars on the highway while sitting in the peach stand. 

4. Typically, there are many customers at the narrator’s roadside stand on Thursday afternoons. 

5. Mrs. Watson doesn’t agree with T. Ray that reading in the peach stand is unacceptable. 

6. T. Ray doesn’t permit the narrator to read in the peach stand because it is a distraction. 

7. T. Ray thinks that spending money to educate girls in college is worthwhile in some cases. 

8. The narrator claims that reading books during the summer improves verbal aptitude. 

9. The narrator declares that her verbal and math abilities are both exceptional. 

10. According to the narrator, people are not intended to be extremely smart in every subject. 

Text 2: From The Bee by Mark Twain
Glossary:

hive – вулик
to draw the line – провести межу

 After the queen, the personage next in importance in the hive is the virgin. The virgins are fifty thousand or one hundred thousand in number, and they are the workers. No work is done, in the hive or out of it, save by them. The males do not work, the queen does no work, unless laying eggs is work, but it does not seem so to me. There are only two million of them, anyway, and all of five months to finish the contract in. The distribution of work in a hive is as cleverly and highly specialized as it is in an enormous American machine-shop or factory. A bee that has been trained to one of the many and various activities in a hive doesn’t know how to carry out any other, and would be offended if asked to do anything outside of her profession. She is as human as a cook; and if you should ask the cook to serve the table, you know what will happen. Cooks will play the piano if you like, but they draw the line there. In my time I have asked a cook to cut wood, and I know about these things.

Section 2: Questions 11 through 15 refer to Text 2.  On your answer sheet circle the correct letter A, B, C, or D 

11. Who is the most important bee in the hive?

a. the virgin

b. the queen

c. the male

d. the cook

12. How many eggs does a queen bee need to lay to fulfill her responsibilities?

a. 50000

b. 100000

c. 150000

d. 2000000

13. The workers in a hive:

a. each know how to do many different jobs.

b. are trained to do only one special job.

c. are trained to work in machine shops.

d. do only some of the work.

14. According to Mark Twain, besides cooking what else will cooks do?

a. sing operas

b. cut wood

c. play the piano

d. draw pictures

15. Why are worker bees like cooks?

a. They make food for the colony.

b. They prefer to work only within their profession.

c. They are easily offended.

d. They are both humans.

Text 3: From On the Duty of Civil Disobedience by Henry David Thoreau

Glossary:

barn – сарай
neat – охайний

The night in prison was new and interesting enough. The prisoners were enjoying a chat and the evening air near the entrance, when I entered. But the guard said, “Come, boys, it is time to lock up”; and so they left, and I heard the sound of their steps returning into the hollow building. My roommate was introduced to me by the guard as “a first class fellow and a clever man.” When the door was locked, he showed me where to hang my hat, and how he managed things there. The rooms were whitewashed once a month; and this one, at least, was the whitest, most simply furnished, and probably neatest apartment in town. He naturally wanted to know where I came from, and what brought me there; and, when I had told him, I asked him in my turn how he came there, believing him to be an honest man, of course; and as the world goes, I think he was. He said, “They accuse me of burning a barn; but I never did it.” As near as I could discover, he had probably gone to bed in a barn when drunk, and smoked his pipe there; and so a barn was burnt. He had the reputation of being a clever man, had been there some three months waiting for his trial to come, and would have to wait that much longer; but he was quite domesticated and comfortable, since he got his food for nothing, and thought that he was well treated.

Section 3: Questions 16-20 refer to Text 3.  On your answer sheet circle the correct letter A, B, C, or D.

16. What word could best describe the author’s experience in the prison that night?

a. ordinary

b. terrible

c. intriguing

d. unsafe

17. How can we describe the author’s relationship with his roommate?

a. curious and friendly

b. domesticated and comfortable

c. quiet and distant

d. excited and impolite

18. What can we say about the room in which the author spent the night in prison?

a. It was dark and wet.

b. There was a lot of furniture.

c. It was dirty and cold.

d. The room was very clean.

19. Why was the author’s roommate put in prison?

a. He had drunk too much.

b. He had been smoking a pipe.

c. He was accused of causing a fire.

d. He had been sleeping in somebody else’s barn.

20. Why was the author’s roommate comfortable living in the prison?

a. He was afraid of life outside of the prison.

b. He was happy to get free food.

c. He liked the white walls of his room.

d. He wasn’t really comfortable there.

Text 4: From Pioneers in Canada by Sir Harry Johnston
Glossary:

crew – екіпаж
strait – протока
estuary – гирло

On the 19th of May, 1535, Cartier started again from St. Malo with three ships, the biggest of which was only 120 tons, while the others were respectively 60 and 40 tons. The crew consisted of about 112 people, and in addition there were the two Indian youths who had been kidnapped on the previous voyage, and were now returning as interpreters. Instead, however, of reaching Newfoundland in twenty days, he spent five weeks crossing the Atlantic before he reached his rendezvous with the other ships at Blanc Sablon, on the south coast of Labrador, because the easy access to the Gulf of St. Lawrence through Cabot Strait (between Newfoundland and Cape Breton) was not yet realized. Once past Anticosti Island, the two Huron interpreters began to recognize the landscape. They now explained to Cartier that he had entered the estuary of a great river. They said he only had to follow this river in ships and boats and he would reach “Canada” (which was the name they gave to the district around Quebec), and that beyond “Canada” no man had ever been known to reach the end of this great water; but, they added, it was fresh water, not salt, and this last piece of information much disheartened Cartier, who feared that he had not, after all, discovered the water route across North America to the Pacific Ocean.

Section 4.  Questions 21 through 25 refer to Text 4.   On your answer sheet circle the correct letter A, B, C, or D.
21. How did the two Indian interpreters come to work for Cartier?

a. Cartier found them in Europe and asked them to work for him. 

b. Cartier met them on a ship and was impressed with their linguistic skill.

c. They were waiting in Newfoundland to be Cartier’s guides when he arrived.

d. Cartier cruelly kidnapped them and took them to Europe to learn his language.

22. When did Cartier finally meet with the other ships at Blanc Sablon?

a. at the end of May

b. at the beginning of June

c. in late June

d. in the middle of July

23. Where were the two Indian youths from?

a. St. Malo

b. Huron

c. Cape Breton

d. Blanc Sablon

24. In this text “Canada” is:

a. the name the Indians gave to the land near Quebec.

b. a country in North America.

c. a really good hockey team.

d. an Indian word that means “land at the end of the great water”.

25. Why was Cartier interested in this voyage?

a. He was looking for gold.

b. He wanted to settle in this land.

c. He was interested in the traditions of the Indians.

d. He wanted to find a way to the Pacific Ocean.

Text 5: From the introduction to Australian Legendary Folktales by Andrew Lang
Glossary: pottery – гончарні вироби

Australia attracts the imagination as no other place. When Cortes entered Mexico, in the most romantic moment of history, it was as if men had found their way to a new planet, all that they saw was so strange, so long hidden from Europe. Still they found kings, nobles, peasants, palaces, temples, a great organised society, fauna and flora not so very different from what they had left behind in Spain. In Australia all was new, and, while seeming fresh, was immeasurably old. The plants differ from ours; the monotonous grey gum-trees did not look like our mixed forests, but were ancient, melancholy, plain, like their own continent of rare hills, occasional streams and never-ending deserts, hiding nothing within their emptiness, yet promising a secret. The birds and beasts – kangaroo, platypus, emu – are ancient types, monsters of Nature, as a child draws. The natives were a race without a history, far older than Egypt, nearer the beginnings than any other people. Their weapons are the most primitive: those of the extinct Tasmanians were actually palaeolithic. The earth holds no pottery, the cave walls no pictures drawn by men more advanced; the sea hides no ruined palaces; no cities are buried in the plains; there is not a trace of writings or of agriculture. The burying places contain relics of men perhaps even lower than the existing tribes; nothing confirms the presence in any age of men more civilized.

Section 5.  Questions 26 through 30 refer to Text 5. Mark (+) if the answer is true and (-) if the answer is false.

26. What word is closest in meaning to “romantic” in the context of the 2nd sentence?

a. affectionate 

b. impractical 

c. idealistic

d. adventurous

27. What technologies did the Australians have when the continent was first discovered by Europeans?

a. weapons

b. pottery

c. writing

d. agriculture
28. Which of these statements is true?

a. Australia had a more developed society than Mexico.

b. Plants in Mexico were less like those in Europe than Australian plants.

c. Mexico had nothing in common with Europe.

d. Australia had no written history.

29. What can we say about the Tasmanians?

a. Their weapons were better than those of the rest of the people of Australia.

b. They went to war with the other Australians.

c. They all died.

d. They made the best pottery in Australia.

30. The Australians that were alive when the first Europeans arrived were:

a. much more advanced than their Australian ancestors.

b. only a little more advanced than their Australian ancestors.

c. less advanced than their Australian ancestors.

d. living in a dark age after the fall of their Australian ancestors’ civilization.

Writing: 11th Form
Mass media consists of radio, television, newspapers, magazines, movies, books, and internet.  Is there any information that you have seen in the last year that you think should not be in the mass media?  What do you think should be done about this and why?  Should there be laws against certain types of information being spread?  If so, which types?  If not, why?

Speaking 11th Form

1. Cigarettes and smoking should be banned.  

· Do you agree or disagree with this statement?  

· How will forbidding smoking help or hurt your country?  

· With whom would this be a popular/unpopular choice?

2. Our world changes quickly and new trends occur frequently.  This is especially true for professions.

· Which job areas have become the most important in the last twenty years?

· What will be the most important jobs in the next twenty years?

· Does this affect your decision-making process for your future studies?

3. Often we can identify a culture through its traditional and popular music.

· Is one country's music better than another's?

· Is there good and bad music? Explain you answer.

· How does your country’s music reflect its culture?

4. Do you believe that the majority of youth in Ukraine prefers watching T.V. more than reading? 

· What benefits, if any, does reading provide that watching T.V. does not?

· Should reading be encouraged more among youth?  By whom?  How?

· What are the positive and negative aspects of acquiring information from T.V. and books?

5. Do humans have a responsibility to care for the environment and other living creatures?

· What are the consequences, bad and good, of your belief?

· What kinds of problems have humans already caused by disregarding the environment?

· How can people take care of the environment and animals?

6. Everyone has problems in their life that they need or want to solve.

· What are some different ways to solve problems?  Which do you prefer?

· Is it always important to get advice from friends and family? Why? 

· How and where can you learn new ways or strategies to solve problems?

7. In one hundred years from now, what do you think people will say about our era of time? What might they call this era?

· What are the most important discoveries that people recognize from our time? Why? 

· Do you think they will say our era of time was a good or bad era? Why?

· Do you think they will say we treated the Earth well? Why or why not?

8. If you could choose to be any character in a book or movie, who would you be? Why?

· What aspects do you find appealing about this character?

· Are you similar or different from this character?  How?

· What don’t you like about the character’s life? Why?

9. Friendly aliens have landed on earth and they are in your town. How would you try to communicate with them?

· What do you think they would want to know about us? Why?

· How would you do it?

· What would you do together after that?

10. It is the year 2020.  Where do you see yourself both professionally and emotionally?

· What would you like to have seen accomplished? Why?

· Describe the steps you will take to reach your goals.

· Where would you like to be living? Why?

11. Stereotypes are often based on partial truth. What would you say to someone who has stereotyped you based on gender, age or nationality?

· Have you ever stereotyped someone or had someone stereotype you? What happened? 

· How would you disprove a negative stereotype of Ukrainians?

· Are there advantages and disadvantages to stereotyping? If so, what are they?

12. Sometimes music on TV or on the radio is censored based on “inappropriate” lyrics. Do you think censorship limits creativity?  How?

· Have you ever heard a song that offended you? What was it and why did it offend you?

· What is your favorite type of music and who is your favorite artist? Why?

· What role does music play in your daily life?

13. Billions of dollars go into space exploration each year. Do you feel this money is well spent, or can you think of other, more pressing needs on Earth for the funds?

· What do you think are the benefits of space programs? Disadvantages?

· Have you ever considered becoming an astronaut? Why?

· What branch of the sciences do you find most intriguing?

14. You have just invented a time machine.  Given this opportunity, would you go forward or backward in time?  Why?

· Is it OK to attempt to change the events of the past or should some things stay the same?

· How might knowledge of the future change your actions in the present?

· How would your new knowledge change your view of the present?

15. If you could either live in Kyiv or a small town in the Carpathians for the rest of your life where would you choose and why?

· How would your choice affect your future career?

· Compare your choice with where you live now.  Will your life be different or the same?

· Talk about the advantages and disadvantages of your choice.

16. Do you think the private lives of celebrities should be open to the public?  

· Why is the public interested in the lives of the famous?  

· How would you feel if the press investigated your private life?  

· Would you like to know more about the life of a particular celebrity?  Why?

17. Do you think a universal language would be useful for modern life?  

· Which language would you suggest as the common language?  

· What are the disadvantages of having a universal language?  

· How do you think knowing more than one language can affect your life?

18. Extreme Sports such as skydiving, mountain climbing, and bungee jumping are very popular, but also very dangerous. What is so appealing about these sports that people will risk their lives to do them?

· Is there an extreme sport you want to try and/or one you don’t?  Which one(s) and why?

· How would your family react to you doing an extreme sport?

· If you were going to try an extreme sport, what precautions would you take?

19. You have been chosen to speak at a conference for teachers about what a student wants in a teacher.

· What would you say to the teachers? What, in your opinion, makes a good teacher?

· Is it important for a teacher to know a student’s opinion? Why?

· Tell about one teacher who has been influential for you.  How?

20. Learning a language is a long and sometimes frustrating process. Although for some people it is actually quite simple and they learn it quickly. Are you one of these people?

· How much work do you put into learning a language?

· Why do you think some people learn English and others don’t?

· What advice can you give to someone who is having trouble learning a language?
21. Women’s role in society has come a long way over the last few hundred years in many different countries.

· In what ways has women’s status improved in recent years?

· What inequalities still exist?

· What are the perceptions of women compared to men in your country?

22. A teenager’s life can often times be more difficult than their parents suspect.

· What real problems do teenagers face today?

· What can you say about generational gaps between you and your parents?

· Do you feel that teenagers need to show more respect to older generations? Why?

23. Everyone has his or her own set of priorities or a list of things that he or she considers more important than other things.

· What is most important to you in your life?

· What made you decide upon your list of priorities?

· Do you think priorities change over time?  Why?

24. Many people are afraid of heights, flying, the dark, wild animals, ghosts, etc.  In what ways are people affected by fear?  When does fear become a serious problem?

· Where do you think these fears come from?  What can help people with their fears?

· Tell about a time when you were really scared of something and how you dealt with it.

· What advice would you give someone who was incredibly afraid of something?

25. Sports are played and televised all over the world.  People pay huge sums of money to attend events or see their favorite teams or games.  Sports obviously have a universal appeal.

· Talk about one sport describing: how it is played, what are its most important rules, and what equipment is necessary for playing it.

· What attracts people to this sport?  What are its most exciting moments?

· Most importantly, what lessons in life can be learned from this sport?

