10th form

Listening

I was born around the turn of the century. I won’t say which century. Everyone can have one guess. We used to live in a crowded flat in New York. In addition to the five brothers — Chico, Harpo, Groucho, Gummo and Zeppo — there were my father and mother, my mother’s father and mother and an adopted  sister.
Lots of poor relations used to visit our house day and night. All our visitors would  always come to see my mother. She used to advise them about their love lives, where to find jobs and how to stay out of trouble. She was amazing. She used to have more friends than anyone else I’ve known.

My father was a tailor. He was probably the worst tailor in our part of New York. He thought he could measure a man by just looking at him, so he didn’t use to use a tape measure. You could easily recognise his customers. They would all walk around with one trouser leg or sleeve shorter than the other.

We were poor and my pocket money was only a nickel (five cents) a week. When I was young I used to buy sweets the size of golf balls which took hours to disappear in my mouth.

Love hit me when I was twelve. A young girl, Lucy, used to live in the flat above ours. She was pretty with lovely brown hair and perfect teeth. For weeks, I saved enough money to take her to a variety show. When we arrived, Lucy asked for some candy and I had to buy some. During the performance, Lucy ate all the candy.

On the way out, I realised I only had enough money for one ticket back home. Today I feel terrible about this, but remember I was only twelve, it was very cold and Lucy had eaten all the candy. I said, “I’m going to toss this coin. If it’s heads, you get to ride home. If it’s tails, I ride home.” It was tails.

For some curious reason, Lucy never spoke to me again.’
10th form  Reading

PART 1

You are going to read an article from a website which is dedicated to ways of dealing with waste. For questions 1-7, choose the answer (A, B, C or D) which you think fits best according to the text.




Rubbish @ Home
Come on, admit it. We’ve all got clothes in our wardrobe that we haven’t worn for years and we know we’ll never wear again. Taking your old clothes to the local charity shop or recycling bin is a great way of getting rid of a road of rubbish and creating extra space at the same time! And it’s all for a good cause. Charities such as The Salvation Army, Oxfam, TRAID and Scope are big collectors of old clothes, either through charity shops and recycling banks or for sorting and selling on, often abroad.
Buying second-hand clothes is now definitely in vogue too, with dedicated followers of fashion such as Kylie and Geri Halliwell leading the way. Vintage boutiques offer ranges of designer classics, but can be a bit on the expensive side, so why not raid your local charity shop to pick up a real bargain? You can create your own distinct look and feel good about your recycling effort.

Hate junk mail? Around one million tonnes of junk mail and magazines get binned each year! But it’s easy to cut down on the rubbish in your bin by registering with the Mailing Preference Service. Send them your details and they’ll make sure that you don’t receive piles of unwanted offers and advertisements through your letterbox.

A massive 60% of the contents of your dustbin can be recycled. So why not give your bin a break and drop off your paper, card, glass bottles, jars and cans at the recycling banks located at most supermarkets? By doing this you’ll reduce your household waste by nearly one third!

Did you know that if you’re really clever, there’s £34 million worth of empty aluminium drink cans in the UK just waiting to be collected and recycled? The reason is that aluminium is really valuable and the sort that’s made into the billions of drinks cans we see on our supermarket shelves can be recycled and used time and time again to make new drinks cans.

We produce over 26 million tonnes of household rubbish in the UK and Northern Ireland every year, so there’s plenty of scope for us to Rethink Rubbish in the home! By thinking about the types of goods we buy, how we use them and where we dispose of them, we can dramatically reduce the amount of rubbish our homes produce. Whilst we can’t get rid of rubbish altogether, there are hundreds of ways in which we can cut down on what we throw away. So, whether were recycling, finding new uses for ‘junk’ or simply reducing what we create in the first place, with a little effort, we can all make our homes cleaner and greener!
1 The writer suggests that getting rid of old clothes can

A benefit you and other people.

B only be done through recycling bins.

C cause a problem with rubbish.

D save you time.

2 What does the writer say about buying clothes second-hand?

A  It is expensive and you can end up being a fashion victim.

B  All of today’s top stars do it.

C  You save money, look different and it helps with recycling.

D It is a fashionable thing to do but ordinary people can’t afford it.

3 The Mailing Preference Service

A  keeps you informed about environmental issues.

B  collects paper from your home to be recycled.

C  provides your details to advertisers.

D  helps you to reduce the amount of rubbish you throw away.

4 Many of the things we throw in our dustbins

A come from the local supermarket.

B can cause the bin to break.

C are made of recycled material.

D can easily be recycled.
5 What does the figure of £34 million represent?

A the cost of recycling all the drinks cans in the UK

B the amount spent on soft drinks each year in the UK

C the annual cost of the aluminium used to make drinks cans

D the amount spent by supermarkets on recycling schemes

6 The phrase ‘time and time again’ suggests that

A aluminium may be recycled more than once.

B time is running out for the environment.

C a huge number of cans are made every year.

D the cans we use now will last forever.

7 What point does the writer make in the last paragraph?

A Nobody tries to reduce the amount of rubbish they produce.

B There are many ways to reduce the amount of rubbish we produce.

C If we follow this advice, we will have no rubbish at all.

D Our homes are too dirty because of all the rubbish.
PART 2

For questions 8-13 choose from the countries (A-F)

In which country
8.
do people like walking in the evening?
9. 
are people fond of shows?

10.
 do people like swimming in cold water?

11. 
is arch and arrows one of the most popular sports?

12.
 do people love windsurfing?

13. 
are people fond of gambling?
A-
The outdoors and physical fitness are important to the Finns, who a wide range of activities, including walking, fishing (and ice fishing), camping, skiing, track and field, basketball, ice hockey, g, and boating. Golf is gaining in popularity; some people even n the ice in the winter. The sauna is a traditional way to relax and socialize for people of all ages. During a retreat to a summer cottage, a popular activity is to run from a hot sauna for a swim in a cold, clear lake nearby.
B-
Badminton and soccer are the most popular sports in Indonesia, and many people play volleyball and tennis. Shadow-puppet theatre is a traditional art, and performances are particularly common in rural areas and on special occasions. Other recreational activities include watching television and going to the cinema. Censorship is strict.

C-
Tahitians spend many of their leisure hours socializing, and parties and other festivities play an important part in their lives. Soccer is the national sport, but many others are enjoyed, such as boxing, volleyball, basketball, canoeing, windsurfing, swimming, fishing, and diving. Other popular recreational activities include watching television, going to the cinema, and dancing.

D-
An evening or Sunday afternoon stroll around the town is a well-established tradition in both rural and urban areas. On Sundays many Italians go to the countryside, or to a sports event. In summer, crowds flock to the beach. Discotheques are popular among unmarried young people, particularly on Saturday nights. Soccer is by far the most popular sport. Bicycling, auto racing, skiing, and tennis are also popular. Recently, basketball has attracted a large Italian following.

E-
Mongolian wrestling, horse racing, and archery are the most popular sports. The annual wrestling championships are enthusiastically followed throughout the country. Boxing, soccer, volleyball, basketball, and table tennis are also enjoyed. Leisure activities include visiting family and friends, watching television, going to the movies, and, especially in summer, making outings to the countryside. Sunday is a favourite day for picnics, and some people own small summer cabins in the hills around the capital.

F-
People spend their leisure time socializing with relatives and neighbours or watching films; the Philippines is the world’s fourth largest producer of films, a number of which have a strong religious theme. In the cities, video cassette recorder ownership has grown considerably among the middle class, and video rental stores are common. Sundays are big days for sports; basketball, baseball, and soccer are all played. Filipinos are keen gamblers, which accounts for the popularity of horse races and cockfights, and playing mah-jongg, a Chinese table game played with tiles.
PART3

You are going to read an article about teenagers and mobile phones. Seven sentences have been removed from the article. Choose from the sentences A-H the one which fits each gap (14-19). There is one extra sentence which you do not need to use. There is an example at the beginning (o).
HOOKED-UP  BABES

There are good reasonsto be worried about young people and mobile phones.

A
 ft is not the content of the communication but the act of staying in touch that matters.

B
 ‘If I can’t find my phone I feel really isolated from my friends,’ says 16-year-old Asuka Maezawa.

C 
Academic performance may also be affected: 68% of children who responded to one survey and owned a mobile phone said their grades were poor, compared with 49% of those without mobiles, who said they were doing well.

D
As e-mail, text messages and mobile games have become popular, reading on the train, once a major source of pleasure for the long commute by train in Japan’s cities, is being passed over.

E 
Tokyo parents may have good reason to be worried, since 26% of the children said they were regularly corresponding with people they had never met.

F 
As services improve, mobile phones could soon replace laptops among teenagers.

G 
The second ‘Genuine conversation will be driven out by superficial communication, in which the act of contacting one another is all that matters, leading to a deterioration in the quality of relationships.’

H 
However, sociologists in Japan, where mobiles have been common among the 

young for some time and where services are more sophisticated, see an alarming trend — one that we are likely to follow.
Now that there is a mobile phone for every adult in the UK, it’s the children’s turn to join the mobile revolution.

0- H

In Tokyo, for example, one-quarter of at four to fifteen-year-olds has a mobile phone. Well over half of Japan’s high school students owns one, many of them Internet enabled. Half the children surveyed recently said their lifestyle ‘required’ them to have a mobile phone, while 41.5% said their parents ‘forced’ them to have one.

Another poll conducted on the Tokyo streets by Japan Today magazine, however, suggests that the nations’ teenagers have other reasons for keeping hold of ‘their best electronic friend’. 14______Emi Inoue, 17, agrees, adding: ‘It’s great for talking to friends about gossip I don’t want my parents to hear.’

Parents were also surveyed and more than a third felt their children spent too much time on the phone, while 23% said the mobile made it difficult for them to keep track of who their children were communicating with. 15______
Such growth in the mobile phone market, especially among the young, has lead to a new type of neurosis, say sociologists. Japanese teenagers, in particular, have become fanatical about being ‘always available’. ‘Teenagers can be seen taking advantage of every spare minute to touch base with their friends. 16________Indeed, many become extremely uneasy if unable to contact their peers countless times each day, fearing they are becoming socially isolated,’ writes the sociologist Hisao Ishii, the author of The Superficial Social Life of Japan’s Mobile Phone Addicts. 

If this trend continues, he adds, two things are likely to happen. One is mobile phone addiction, where a person is incapable of forming and maintaining relationships without the help of mobiles. 17_______ In fact, the very fabric of society may be threatened.’
An extreme view, perhaps, but the success of wireless web phones in Japan shows more evidence of the mobile revolution’s negative impact on children. 18______ ‘Children read books less and less as they are too busy playing with their technological tools,’ says the social commentator Ms Maiko Seki. 19_______
Despite these trends and the negative effects of ‘staying connected’, mobile phone use among teens continues to grow and define a whole new generation of consumers—for better or for worse!
PART 4

You are going to read a magazine article about how four teenagers keep in touch with their friends. For questions 20-30, choose from the people (A-D). There is an example at the beginning (o).
Which person states the following?

Most of her communication is not about serious matters.



20……
She expects her choice to change in the near future.



21……
She believes her favourite method is old-fashioned.



22……
This means of communication could be quite expensive.



23……
This means of communication is good for playing tricks on people.

24……
It is wrong to combine communicating with other activities.


25……
The way she communicates allows her to do other things.



26……
She finds it a good way to solve her problems.




27……
She sometimes communicates in secret.





28……
It allows her a deeper level of communication.




29……
She uses this to arrange her social life.





30……

A
 Lucy

SMS. Definitely! It’s the only way nowadays, since everyone’s got a mobile. The great thing about texting is that you can do it anywhere (even in school if you’re careful not to get caught). It’s a laugh. You can play practical jokes on people, like sending them a text from your friend’s phone, so they don’t recognise your number and pretending to be someone else. I’ve done that loads of times and they fall for it every time. Once, I sent a message to my best friend, pretending to be a boy she likes. Anyway, I told her that I would like to meet up with her, fixed a date, time, place and everything. When the time came, and she was waiting for the man of her dreams to arrive, we all showed up. Surprise!

Otherwise, I text people to arrange to meet, to tell my parents where I am so they don’t worry about me, to tell people that I’m going to be late. That sort of thing. You don’t have a conversation, exactly, but you can do that face-to-face, can’t you?

B
 Belinda

I have got a mobile but I don’t use it that much because I haven’t had it very long. I think I will quite soon — it’s just a case of getting used to it. I’m a bit slow at sending messages at the moment so, for now, I stick to the good old phone. Well, it’s reliable, cheap if you don’t stay on all night, and you can say a lot. My record is three hours on the phone but my friend had called me so my parents didn’t complain about the cost.

What do I talk about? Everything! School, mostly. You know, you’ve had a bad day or someone’s said something to you and you took it the wrong way. It’s times like that mostly. I just like to talk things through with my best friend, get her opinion, that sort of thing. I always feel better afterwards. I’ve got a phone in my room so I usually lie on my bed and get some rest. I’m not one of these people who do a million other things while they’re on the phone, like my mum, for example. She can cook the dinner and do all the housework while she’s chatting. I don’t think that’s fair to the person you’re talking to.

C 
Catherine

I like the phone but I find it a bit annoying because there’s always someone else waiting to use it. Plus, I don’t think I’ve got very good communication skills and you can’t always understand what people are trying to say to you. So I tend to use e-mails. I like the fact that I can choose when — or whether — to answer them and I can carry on surfing the net, doing my homework and so on while I’m waiting for a reply. Also, when I write them, I can think about what I want to say and get my thoughts in order, which helps if you’re angry with someone. If you pick up the phone, you can say things that you’ll regret but if you write it down, you can think about it, even wait till the next day, before you send it. I often just delete mine without sending them!

D 
 Sara

Person to person, over a cup of coffee, with no interruptions. Yes, I know it’s not cool to admit it, but I’m not a big fan of new technology. Or old technology for that matter. The trouble with chat rooms, e-mails and text messages is that you can’t express your thoughts at all! What can you say in a few lines of a text message? Hi, how are you? That’s about it I make a point of meeting up with my friends on a regular basis. Usually it’s just the two of us but then there are evenings when a group of us get together. That’s also nice but I still prefer one on one. If I see someone once a week, say, then I not only get to catch up with their news, but I also find out how they feel about it. And the fact that it’s face to face means that I can understand in a split second if someone has a problem. You can’t always do that on the phone and you certainly can’t do it with the other methods I mentioned.
Keys

Part1: 1-A, 2-C, 3-D, 4-D, 5-C,6-A,7-B.

Part2: 8-D, 9-B, 10-A, 11-E, 12-C,13-F

Part3: 14-A, 15-E, 16-B, 17 – G, 18-D, 19- C.

Part4: 20-B, 21-D, 22-B, 23-A, 24-B, 25-C, 26-B, 27-A, 28-D, 29-A, 30- C 
