10th Grade Listening Comprehension
Although I am a police officer, I certainly don't believe that crime control is entirely the responsibility of the police force. I am convinced that prevention is the key to success and that all of us must work together to prevent crime. Not giving criminals the opportunity is the first step. Make your homes burglar-proof by always locking up, installing an alarm system and putting identification numbers on your valuable items. Make sure your garden and drive are lit up at night, and report any suspicious behaviour immediately. The more unattractive you make your home to burglars; the less likely it is that a crime will take place. The police are here to help you, but you have to help us as well.

As a parent, I believe that young people are the key to crime prevention. Television and films make crime look exciting and romantic, and even modern music glamorizes crime. Of course we can't control everything our children watch or listen to - it would just make them more rebellious if we tried to. The only way to fight these influences is through education. We must teach young people, both in school and at home - what the realities of a life of crime are, and how becoming involved in crime can ruin a young person's life. We must also show them by our own behaviour that crime is wrong. A parent who cheats on his or her taxes, for example, cannot expect a child to see criminal activity as something to be avoided.

I know that a lot of the young people in our area are becoming involved in crime, and that a lot of people blame television, the influence of parents and so on. But if you look at the statistics, you will find that most of these young criminals are school leavers who cannot find jobs. These are young people who are more than willing to lead decent, productive lives given the opportunity. But it is exactly this opportunity which is lacking. If the leaders of our country spent more money on developing job-training and job- placement programmes for our young people, I believe that crime would decrease dramatically. Of course, education plays a significant role as well, but I do believe that if young people had a proper occupation they would not be attracted to a life of crime

Since it's pretty evident that the government is not going to put more money into crime prevention, it seems obvious that people are going to have to do something themselves. Improving the organization of the Neighbourhood Watch programme would be a good place to start. Cars have been broken into right in front of houses where people were supposed to be on duty. This obviously shouldn't be happening. What we need is proper training so that we can police our own neighbourhood. Not that I'm suggesting we arm ourselves - more guns lead to more violence in my view - but we do need to be more aware and have a systematic approach to crime prevention if we want to reduce the crime rate.

People keep saying that crime is our responsibility - that if we protect our houses and teach our children properly we can solve the problem. But what about the criminals who are already out there? There obviously aren't enough police to prevent all the crimes that are going on - and of course -we'd be better off if there were more of them - but why are so many known criminals out there committing crimes in the first place? if they were kept locked up longer and given longer prison sentences in the first place, this city would be a much safer place to live. I don't support the return of the death penalty, but I do believe that criminals should be punished severely and not just set free to continue committing crimes. Of course I realize that prisons are already overcrowded and expensive to run, but surely it's a false economy to release prisoners who are obviously not ready or willing to obey the law because more crime will be expensive for the taxpayer too.

After the first reading of the selection, you will answer ten true/false questions on your answer sheet After the second reading of the selection. you will answer ten multiple variant questions by writing the letter of the best answer on your answer sheet.

True/False:
1. The speaker says that prevention is the best step to take to control crime.
2. The speaker says that parents are not doing enough to control what their children watch on TV.

3. The speaker argues that the government should spend more money to re-train criminals.
4. The speaker seems to fee! that criminals are not being given long enough prison terms
5. The speaker urges adults to tell voting people about the serious consequences of being part of a criminal activity.
6. Active neighbourhood groups can make a big difference

7. The speaker would say that the large number of unemployed Ukrai​nian school leavers will lead to a rise in crime where they live.

8. The speaker thinks that people who have committed many crimes should be kept in jail for life and not allowed to return to society and commit more crimes.

9. The speaker says that the police cannot prevent crime by themselves; citizens need to be armed and prepared to protect their own property and family.
10. The speaker says that most young people would rather work at job than commit crimes.

Multiple Choice:
1.
All of these steps will prevent crime except

a) Lighting your yard and driveway

b) Installing alarms

c) Locking doors and windows

d) Keeping an eye on your neighbors

2.
According to the speaker, the best things parents can dc to prevent crime is

a) Join Neighbourhood Watch

b) Set a good example by being honest

c) Control the music and television in the home

d) Get to know the families of your children’s' friends

3.
The biggest problem with Neighbourhood Watch programs is that

a) The people who participate aren't trained

b) Some neighbours are criminals themselves

c) People forget to be alert and on guard

d) Sometimes the people in the neighbourhood carry guns
 4   The speaker says that

a) The government is not going to help provide jobs for young people

b) The government is not going to provide enough policemen to control crime

c) The government provides training for Neighbourhood Watch groups

d) The government should restore the death penalty for chronic criminals.

5.
Which of these best summarizes the speaker's beliefs'?

a) Criminals are treated too kindly

b) Fighting crime involves everyone working together

c) The police are the professionals, let them do their job

d) Young people are potentially the greatest criminal threat to soci​ety

6
According to the speaker all of these would prevent crime except    

a) The death penalty
b) Job training programs

c) Alarm systems and locks

d) Parental counseling of young people

7.
In addition to government funding for programs to help young people find jobs, the speaker says that

a) Young people need to get a good education

b) Young people need to become part of the community
c) Neighbours should try to help young people find work
d) Television should be less violent

8.
The speaker says that even if people protect their homes and teach their children how to behave, the public will still be threatened by

a) immigrants arriving in large numbers

b) The glamorous image of crime in movies and TV shows
c) Criminals who have been let out of prison
d) Lack of government funding for the police force

9.
Which of these would be a good alternative title for this selection?

a) Fighting crime is complicated

b) If we work together, we can reduce crime
c) Poor parenting = criminal behavior
d) The government needs to do more

10.
Which of these proposals does the speaker seem to feel most strongly about9
a) Job training and job finding programs for youth

b) Neighbourhood Watch programmes
c) Longer, more severe prison sentences for criminals

d) Installing burglar alarms and locking doers

Task # 1 Read the text below. For questions 1 to 6, choose the best answer (a, b, c or d).

Standards of spelling and grammar among an entire generation of English-speaking university students are now so poor that there is ‘a degree of crisis’ in their written use of the language, the publisher of a new dictionary has warned. Its research revealed that students have only a limited grasp of the most basic rules of spelling, punctuation and meaning, blamed in part on an increasing dependence on ‘automatic tools’ such as computer spellcheckers and unprecedented access to rapid communication using e-mail and the Internet. The problem is not confined to the US, but applies also to students in Australia, Canada and Britain. 

Students were regularly found to be producing incomplete or rambling, poorly connected sentences, mixing metaphors ‘with gusto’ and overusing dull, devalued words such as ‘interesting’ and ‘good’. Overall they were unclear about appropriate punctuation, especially the use of commas, and failed to understand the basic rules of subject/verb agreement and the difference between ‘there’, ‘their’ and ‘they’re’. 

Kathy Rooney, editor-in-chief of the dictionary, said, ‘We need to be very concerned at the extent of the problems with basic spelling and usage that our research has revealed. This has significant implications for the future, especially for young people. We thought it would be useful to get in touch with teachers and academics to find out what problems their students were having with their writing and what extra help they might need from a dictionary. The results were quite shocking. We are sure that the use of computers has played a part. People rely increasingly on automatic tools such as spellcheckers that are much more passive than going to a dictionary and looking something up. That can lull them into a false sense of security.’

Beth Marshall, an English professor, said, ‘The type of student we’re getting now is very different from what we were seeing 10 years ago and it is often worrying to find out how little students know. There are as many as 800 commonly misspelled words, particularly pairs of words that are pronounced similarly but spelled differently and that have different meanings – for example, “faze” and “phase”, and “pray” and “prey”.’ 

1 
grasp (line 4) is closest in meaning to:

a) ability



b) use



c) understanding


d) skill
2
We can infer from the style of the text that this article was printed in a…

a) newspaper.


b) dictionary.



c) novel.



d) guidebook.
3
Kathy Rooney carried out research to see…

a) if students could spell certain words.


b) how widespread the use of computers is.

c) if academics were in touch with their students.


d) how dictionaries can help students.
4 
them (line 22) refers to:

a) spellcheckers



b) computers


c) people


d) dictionaries
5 
According to Beth Marshall, students today…

a) spell 800 words incorrectly on average.


b) like using spellcheckers.

c) mispronounce and misspell words. 



d) are not as knowledgeable as they were in the past.
6
Choose the best title for the article.

a) Standards of spelling and grammar


b) Dictionaries of the future

c) Students don’t know their ‘there’ from their ‘they’re’ 


d) Automatic tools

Task # 2  Read the following text about an interesting way to measure the temperature. 

For gaps 7 – 11 choose the correct answer A, B, C or D.

NATURE’S  THERMOMETER
According to reliable sources 7
The Old Farmer's Almanac, we can measure outdoor temperature without the help of a traditional thermometer. All you need is good ears, a bit of countryside and silence. Your natural thermometer will be nothing but a small green insect: a cricket. We all listen to the concerts these animals give on warm summer evenings, but what 8 
 this have to do with the temperature?
Crickets chirp as they rub their legs or wings together. That is, male crickets do. Although we often find their music relaxing, it is not9
 to be that. The sound is a cricket's way to serenade his lady and to keep other males as far as possible.
In 1897 physicist Amos Dolbear suggested that counting the chirps of the crickets will tell us10
temperature it is.

There are various formulas for making one's calculations. If you understand Celsius, rather than Fahrenheit, you need11
the number of chirps in 25 seconds, divide it by 3 and then add 4 to get the current temperature. But do remember -you will only be able to find out the temperature in this way when there are crickets around. Below 15°C you may not have many of them, or if they are there, they will probably not be in the mood for love. 

	7  A similar
	B like
	C alike
	D for

	8  A is
	B does
	C did
	D do

	9 A intended
	B intend
	C intends
	D tointend intend

	10 A how much
	B which
	C what
	D how high

	11 A counter
	B counted
	C to count
	D counting


Task # 3. Read the text below. For questions 12 to 16, choose the best answer (a, b, c or d).

Many hotel chains and tour operators say that they take their environmental commitments seriously, but often they do not respect their social and economic responsibilities to the local community. So is it possible for travellers to help improve the lives of locals and still have a good holiday?

The charity, Tourism Concern, thinks so. It has pioneered the concept of the fair-trade holiday. The philosophy behind fair-trade travel is to make sure that local people get a fair share of the income from tourism. The objectives are simple: employing local people wherever possible; offering fair wages and treatment; showing cultural respect; involving communities in deciding how tourism is developed; and making sure that visitors have minimal environmental impact.

Although there is currently no official fair-trade accreditation for holidays, the Association of Independent Tour Operators has worked hard to produce responsible tourism guidelines for its members. Some new companies, operated as much by principles as profits, offer a fantastic range of holidays for responsible and adventurous travellers.

12 
Tourism Concern…

a) helps tourists who have had bad holidays.



b) is a philosophy.

c) is a charity and fair-trade organisation.


d) has a chain of hotels.
13 
Which of the following is NOT one of Tourism Concern’s objectives?

a) Good pay for local people
.

b) Showing respect for local cultures.

c) Saving tourists money.

d) Protecting the local environment.
14 
According to the text, fair-trade travel is all about…

a) making money for charity.



b) money from tourism going to local people.

c) travellers getting a good deal.


d) a great cultural experience.
15 
According to the text, there are ​​_____ companies that are operated on principles as well as profits.

a) a few


b) no



c) some old


d) many
16
Choose the most appropriate title for the article.

a) Holidays from heaven


b) Cheap adventure holidays

c) Fair-trade holidays



d) Great holiday deals
You are going to read a magazine article about how birth order affects personality. Choose from the list ( A –G) the sentences which best summarise each part ( 17 -22 ) of the article. There is an extra sentence which you do not need to use.

17. Why is making friends so difficult for one person and so easy for another? Why are some people so much bossier than others? What makes one person take risks while another is so timid? Certainly genetics plays an important role in forming our personality, but genetics can't explain everything. There are many influences, and some -psychologists believe that birth order-the order in which a person is born into a family-is one of them.

18.The psychologist Wilfred Gibbons was one of the first to argue that birth order affects personality. According to Gibbons, the firstborn child has a different relationship with his  parents than the second born child. Similarly, the last born child has a different experience of the family than his/her older brothers or sisters. Gibbons believed that these different relationships and experiences help to form the child's personality.

19. Many scientists still agree with Gibbons' basic theory, although they don't agree with some of the details. For example, Gibbons said that second born children are usually more successful in life because they are more relaxed. In fact, research now shows that firstborn children are more ambitious and hardworking and, as a result, achieve more in life.
20. The theory goes that the first baby in the family gets much more attention from his or her parents. Every little thing they do is treated as a marvelous achievement by their parents. This gives the child self-confidence, along with a need to succeed and get rewards. The firstborn child is usually academic and organized, but they also tend to be rather too -serious and critical.

21. Middle children have more balanced personalities than their older or younger brothers and sisters. They often find themselves 'in the middle' whenever there's a family argument or dispute. This makes them good listeners and caring individuals. Middle children are more independent than their older brothers and sisters. They are generous and thoughtful, but often less careful and hardworking than the eldest child.
22. Sociability, creativity and rebelliousness are the characteristics of the youngest child. The last born gets less attention from his or her parents, and when they achieve something, Mum and Dad rarely notice. As a result, the youngest child rebels and stops trying to impress. They are charming and fun to be with, but lack respect for authority. Because they grow up surrounded by older children and adults, the youngest child is often more mature and an excellent communicator.
A. Each child in the family has a different relationship with his or her parents.

B. Gibbons made some mistakes.

C. Middle children help keep the peace in families.

D. The role of parents.

E. Why the youngest child is a rebel.

F. There are a number of things which help to create our personality. 

G. The personality of the eldest child.

Task # 5  You are going to read a magazine article about robots. Eight sentences have been removed from the article. Choose from sentences (A-I) the ones which fit each gap (23 -30) There is one extra sentence which you do not need to use.

In a hushed operating theatre sixty-year-old Jim Henry is lying on the surgeon's table.

23
_____The only sounds are the beeping of electronic monitors and the occasional whir of what sounds like an electric toothbrush. Everything is going well. But hang on a minute! Where's the surgeon?

She's not poring over the patient with a needle and scalpel as you might expect.         24
_____
Then who is actually fixing up poor Mr. Henry? The cutting and snipping is being done by a pair of robotic arms hanging above the patient – their movements are making that toothbrush noise I mentioned earlier. 25
_____
Science fiction? 26
_____ The da Vinci systems was the first and there are about 50 other similar robots being used around the world, with names like Zeus and Aesop.
But don't worry too much -the human doctors are still in charge. 27
___:
A tiny camera inside the patient's body sends a 3D picture to the computer screen so that the surgeon can clearly see what she's doing. By using pedals, levers and very special gloves, she can control the robotic arms and the tools that the robot holds.

28
_____For most of us, the idea of having an operation is frightening enough. Why should we feel any better about it knowing that a robot is fiddling about with our insides? In fact, using robots makes surgery much safer. Robot arms are much steadier than human arms and don’t make mistakes Robots can also perform delicate movements that would be impossible with a human hand. Finally, the robot can take the tiny camera into 
places that a human cannot reach.
29_______
If this all sounds like too much technology, you haven't heard anything yet! In some systems the surgeon doesn't even need to push pedals or pull levers. 30
_______. In fact, the surgeon doesn’t even need to be in the same room…or country! In 2001 surgeons in New York operated on a patient in France using an Internet connection to control the robotic systems. This is O’telesurgery’ and one day it could mean that surgeons will be able to take out your tonsils while they're sitting at home in their living room! How does that make you feel?
A. Dr da Vinci is controlled by the real surgeon from her computer console.

B. They simply tell the robot what to do by speaking to it.

C. She is sitting in the corner of the operating theatre and seems to be playing some kind of 3D computer game!

D. The system costs nearly $1 million.

E. But why do we need robots to perform surgery?
F. This allows the real surgeon to see better than ever before what he or she is doing.

G. He's halfway through a delicate heart operation.
H. Yes, meet Dr da Vinci, the world’s first robot surgeon.
I. Not at all. Robot surgeons have actually been around for four or five years now.

1. Hundreds and hundreds of teenagers regularly go out at the weekends. They spend their time in discos, talking to friends, smoking, and drinking.

We all see them in the early morning hours, some of them barely able to walk. Binge of drinking is obviously becoming a serious problem among teenagers. What might be done about it?
2. If you could raise children anywhere in Ukraine, where would you do so? Would you raise your children in a city, in a small town or in a village? What things would be important to your children? What would you like to give your children that you did or did not have when you were a child?

3. Write an essay for or against the following statement:

People should be encouraged to get out of their cars and find other ways to travel, like public transport or cycling and walking.

1. Many of the best athletes in the world earn extremely high salaries for both playing sport and for advertisements. Do you think this is fair?

2. What do you think life would be like without clocks to measure time? How would people structure their day and make plans. What problems might people have without clocks?

3. Your elder brother has good marks in math, and your parents think he should go to university, but he thinks he would make more money as a driver. He asks what you think.

4. The history of Ukraine is long and interesting. Please, tell a bit about your favourite period of Ukrainian history. Do you think that history should have a more important place in the school curriculum?

5. Every year boxers, even professional ones, die in matches or afterwards as a result of injuries. Should boxing be banned? What benefits does boxing offer a society?

6. Do you believe that the majority of youth in Ukraine prefers watching TV to reading? What benefits, if any, does reading provide that watching TV does not?

7. Billions of dollars go into space exploration each year. Do you feel this money is well spent, or can you think of other, more pressing needs on Earth for the funds?

8. If you could either live in Kyiv or in a small town in the Carpathians for the rest of your life where would you choose and why? How would your choice affect your future career?

9. Extreme sports such as sky diving, mountain climbing, and bungle jumping are very popular, but also very dangerous. What is so appealing about these sports that people will risk their lives to do them?

10. Cherkasy region can boast of many great people. Name some of them, and say what they did.

11. Cats and dogs seem to be running wild in many cities and areas of Ukraine. Tell us what you believe should be done to help reduce the number of unwanted animals.

12. What do you think the definition of ‘patriot’ is? Who are modern examples? Why did you choose these very people?

13. What character traits do you believe are important in a politician? Would you like to become one? Why?

14. If you could give a million dollars to solve any world problem, what world problem would you give it to?

15. We should not just be prepared for life, but live it. What does this statement mean to you? Right now do you feel as though you are preparing for life or living it? In what ways?

16. What do you feel about the environmental pollution? Do you feel it yourself or just learn it from mass media or textbooks? What steps would you personally take to ease the situation?

17. In our global community, immigration is an important topic of discussion. Why do people immigrate to other countries? What are advantages and disadvantages of immigration for the people and countries involved?

18. A foreign visitor has only one day to spend in Cherkasy region. What places should he/he see? What makes these places the most significant in your region?

19. Adults and teenagers often misunderstand each other. Do you think it’s more difficult to be an adult or a teenager? What similarities and differences do adults and teenagers have? 

20. Think of some beautiful places. You can spend your holidays in any of them but only with your parents. Think about the ‘pros/ and ‘cons’ of spending the holidays with your parents.

21. What do you think mobile phones are - a blessing or a curse?

22. Do you think HIV positive students should be integrated into regular classes? Why? Give reasons.

23. Do you think cloning is one of the solutions to our health problems? Why? Give specific reasons.

24. Define the words ‘mass media’. What do they include? In your opinion, which medium is the most powerful and why? How do you  view the advantages and disadvantages of the today’s media?

25. If you were to make a list of the most outstanding Cherkasy Region people, what names would you include and why?

26. Where in Cherkasy would you take your guests from another country and why?

27. Do you agree that with the development of modern computer technologies, one can easily get self-educated instead of going to school for 11 years? Why or why not?

28. The pressure to achieve high grades in school seriously limits the quality of learning. An educational environment without grades would promote better intellectual development. Do you think it is true? Why or why not?

29. In big cities, it is much better to build new apartments and office buildings instead of keeping old ones, which are just a waste of valuable space.

30. Very often teenagers regard maturity as being able to act like adults in hanging out late, smoking, and drinking alcohol. Does all this really make a mature person? What does?

