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1. Listening

Listening Comprehension 10th form

Variant 1

Hunting Restrictions
John Muir commented that every time he saw a grizzly bear the wilderness got bigger. Others faced with such an encounter might readily agree with the Scottish-born American naturalist who explored large parts of the western United States. Yet today’s predators are smaller than those of the past, and the reason seems to have something to do with the speed of their prey.

·           Large predators gain tremendous benefits from being big. Killing other animals and protecting or stealing a carcass from others tends to be easier since their teeth and claws are larger. Handling struggling prey is safer as the larger predator has less trouble holding the prey firmly and preventing it from striking out at the hunter’s vital organs. These attributes were even more important in the past since life was tougher for predators then.

·           A new study, however, reveals that excessive size can interfere with predators’ hunting. Daniel MacNulty of the University of Minnesota and his colleagues have found that for predators which need to run after their prey, being big can be more of a hindrance than a help. Using a combination of radio-tags and direct observations, the researchers analyzed ninety-four wolves as they hunted elk in Yellowstone National Park, Wyoming. They made a detailed record of their hunting and kills between 1995 and 2003. The researchers reported in the Journal of Animal Ecology that although on the whole big animals are indeed better at handling and killing prey, the largest wolves struggled in the chase. 

Listening Comprehension 10th form

True / False  

 1. A new study has found that large predators have tremendous benefits except for the ability to run after prey at great speeds.

2. Over time predators have become faster.

3. The Scottish-born American naturalist explored large parts of the western United States. 

4. Large predators gain tremendous advantages from being slow.

5. It is easier for big animals to steal a carcass from others since their teeth and claws are larger.

6. Daniel MacNulty has determined that big predators that chase prey are at a disadvantage.

7. Researchers examined the hunting patterns of wolves in Minnesota.

8. The researchers analyzed ninety-four wolves using only radio-tags.

9. To fulfill the research the scientists made a detailed record of wolves hunting and kills between 1995 and 2000.

10. In the past predators had a more difficult time.  

Multiple choice 1st variant 

1. John Muir, the American naturalist, was born in … .

A  The USA;  B England;  C Scotland;   D  Belgium;

2. Animals that kill and eat other animals are called … 

A  wild animals;  B predators;  C dangerous animals; D preys;

3. Large predators gain tremendous … from being big.

A  benefits; B disadvantages; C  access; D success; 

4. Handling  struggling prey is safer as the larger predator has less trouble holding the prey firmly and preventing it from … 

A  striking out at the hunter’s vital organs; B  running away easily; C  killing the “enemy”; D being violently attacked;

5. Killing animals, protecting and stealing a carcass from others is easier because of …

A the big teeth and claws; B the ability to run fast; C the speed of a victim; D the large size; 

6. A new study reveals that excessive size can 


A  help in hunting; B  be very useless while being hunted; C spoil hunting D improve hunting;

7. An antonym to the word “hindrance” is …

A  an obstacle; B a help; C a barrier; D a disadvantage; 

8.In the experiment the wolves hunted … 

A  an elk; B a hare; C a bear; D a human;

9. The researchers published their results in the … 

A Journal of Animal Ecology B Journal of Trade C  Current Affairs Magazine D Greenpeace Journal 

10. The article is about …

A hunting limitations; B wolf hunting in Minnesota; C  hunting problems in the wilderness; D hunting several years ago;
2. Reading
10-th Grade

Reading Comprehension
Variant 1

Shyness.

Recent research in America has shown that shyness is determined by our genes; some people are simply born that way. Strangely enough, it’s often those people who look as if they should be most confident (tall people, for example) who are most insecure. The 13-year research has now identified the gene that causes shyness, and the scientists believe that in fact we are all born more or less shy. It’s just that some people are able to deal with it better than others. Personal circumstances have an influence as well. 
Shyness may not seem to be a serious complaint, but for some who suffer from it, it can become unbearable. Even talking to a small group of people you know can seem like an ordeal - it can feel as if you’ve been asked to give a speech on a topic you know very little about to a number of experts. You start to feel hot and shaky, your heart beats faster, your knees feel weak, you begin to stutter and the whole experience seems to last forever. 
The fact of the matter is that shyness is something we often recognize in others: blushing (going red) is one of the more visible signs, for example. Yet we don’t judge someone harshly because of this. But shyness does mean you’re harder to approach, so you become more isolated. As one shy person put it, “It’s like being in a prison, and it’s very hard to break out.” 
Experts on the subject have come up with various possible solutions, and one has been singled out as being the key to success - namely, finding an interest in common with other people. Spending a lot of time on the sidelines watching other people and envying them because they are much more outgoing doesn’t help; remembering that some of the people you most envy are probably shy themselves, does. The secret is how you deal with it. And experts have come up with four things you can do today to help:
 Firstly, you can start by listening to other people. You will find yourself getting interested in what they’re talking about and asking questions - and before you know it, you’ll be having a conversation.
 Secondly, you could try asking neighbours if you can walk their dog. Like children, pets can he excellent icebreakers for conversations with passers-by. Thirdly, try joining a class to learn something like tap-dancing or flamenco, where people are likely to laugh a lot. You’ll feel relaxed, and also you’ll feel much too busy concentrating on what you’re doing to feel shy. 
Lastly, try telling yourself that it doesn’t matter if you say or do something silly. Most people make a fool of themselves every so often - and it’s not the end of the world if you do! 
10-th Grade

Reading Comprehension

                                        Variant I      

I. Write  (true) or – (false) for each of the statements below:

1. Some people are born to be shy.

2. After the 14-year research the scientists have finally revealed the gene that causes shyness.

3. Shyness makes people suffer.

4. When you are in a stressful situation, you start to feel more confident.

5. We often notice shyness in ourselves.

6. To overcome shyness you have to find something common with other people.

7. An outgoing person is considered to be an insecure one.

8. Experts have discovered a great variety of different ways how to get rid of shyness.

9. Sometimes you have to say stupid things to conceal your shyness.

10. It is almost impossible to recover from shyness.

II. Answer the questions.

1. What has the research in America shown?

2. What influences shyness?

3. How do insecure people behave in stressful situations?

4. What is the most visible sign of shyness?

5. What do some people compare shyness to?

6. What is the main solution to shyness?

7. What is the first way of overcoming shyness?

8. What is the second way of overcoming shyness?

9. What is the third way of overcoming shyness?

10. What is the fourth way of overcoming shyness?

3. Writing
- Agree or disagree: We have too much leisure. 

- Teenagers often complain that they do not know how to occupy their free time. Do you agree that it is a real problem? Express your opinion. Say how you try to solve this problem. 

- You have got a letter from an English-speaking friend who asks you what young people in your country usually do in their spare time. What would you like to tell him about? 

4. Speaking

- Your school is having a competition in which students are designing a new school uniform. What colors and styles would you choose? Why do you think your design should be chosen? What are advantages and disadvantages of school uniforms?
- Many forms of communication, such as mobile phones, letters and email, are now available
worldwide. What forms of communication are available in your community? What is your preferred form of communication?
- School teachers impact our futures in many ways. Which teacher has been most influential to you? What makes an influential teacher? Explain why teaching is a valued profession.

- Many people fantasize about the perfect vacation. Describe where you would go and who you would take with you. How long would your perfect vacation last? Name five things that could ruin your perfect vacation. Explain.
- People enjoy decorating their room in a way that reflects their personality. Describe your favorite room. How does this room reflect your personality? If you had the money to decorate your room as you wish, what would you change? 

- Many animals are becoming extinct or endangered. Which three animals do you think are the most important to protect? What can you do to help save animals from extinction? If you could bring any one animal back from extinction which would you bring back? Why?
- Imagine that you have been asked to go on a speaking tour to teach people about Ukraine.
Which three countries would you go to? Why? What items would you bring to show people? How do these represent Ukraine? What event in Ukraine's history do you think is most important for people to know about? Why?
- Many people set goals for themselves every New Year. Do people set goals for themselves at other times? What are some goals that you have set for yourself? Do you agree or disagree that it is important to set goals? Why?
- Marcel Proust once wrote, “The true voyage of discovery lies not in seeking new landscapes, but in having new eyes.” Please describe this quote in your own words and what it means to you. How can people gain "new eyes?" What is more important to you, seeing new places or understanding new things?

- Benjamin Franklin once said, “Eat to live, don’t live to eat. ”How do you interpret this statement? How would you describe your eating habits and those of your peers? Do these habits reflect Franklin’s statement? Explain.

- Imagine that you are given a chance to live forever. Would you accept or refuse this offer?  Why? What would influence your decision? How would this change the way you live your life?

- Most scientists argue that we live in a dangerous time of climate change. Why should all people be concerned about the environment? How can humans undo the damage they've done to the Earth? What are people doing in your town or village to help the environment?
- What is the most threatening health problem facing humanity? Do you know why this problem is spreading? Do you know anyone it has affected?What can we do to help solve this problem?
- Publications, such as newspapers, magazines, and books, tend to focus their marketing on what’s current and popular. What is current and popular in your community? What do you think this says about our priorities today? Do you think that popular news is the most informative news?  Explain.

- In classical literature themes like love, heroism, vengeance, envy, and hope tend to be universal and consequently popular. Which of the above themes do you like the most? Is there a particular book you enjoy in which one or more of these themes exists? Why do you think the above themes are considered universal?

- People usually play music that reflects their mood. What genre of music do you usually listen to? What type of music do you listen to in different emotional states? Do you think music allows you to deal with your emotions? Explain.

- It has been said that the internet is making the world a smaller place. How has the internet changed your life? How does it provide you with access to new ideas and cultures? If you could publish an article on the internet about your culture, what would it say?

- It is said that, “art imitates life.”  Do you think this is true? How important is art in your life? Can art affect the way we live our lives, or even our culture? What piece of art perfectly describes you and your personality?

- The American President John F. Kennedy once said, “Ask not what your country can do for you, but what you can do for your country.” Do you think that you have a responsibility to contribute to your country? Explain. Why do you think this is an important question? What are some examples of things you can do for your country in order to improve it?

- “I left my heart in San Francisco,” is a popular saying. How do you interpret this statement? Where have you been that you’ve left your heart? Is it a place that you go often, or have only been once before?  Do you plan on returning?

- Imagine you had the skills to do any job for one day. Which job would you choose? Why? Is this a career you could see yourself pursuing in the future? Explain. What steps have you taken in order to make that goal a reality?

