English Olympiad Tasks: 10th form


Listening Comprehension 10th Form

 Text: “The Birdmen” from A History of the US – An Age of Extremes by Joy Hakim
Glossary:

daredevil – шибайголова

apiary – пасіка

beekeeper – пасічник


Suppose, tomorrow, you open your front door and there before you is a flying saucer.  A spaceman steps out and smiles.


The next day you go to school and tell your friends what you saw.  Do you think they will believe you?


Today, it is hard for us to understand what people thought when they first heard that men had flown.  Mostly, if they hadn’t seen it themselves, they didn’t believe it.  Why, if people were foolish enough to say men could fly, the next thing they might say was that someday men would walk on the moon!


But on December 17, 1903, two men flew.  They were brothers from Dayton, Ohio, and they owned a bicycle shop.  They had attended school, but neither had graduated from high school.  Their names were Wilbur and Orville Wright.  It was not luck that made them the first people in all of history to build and fly an airplane that lifted off the ground with its own power.  It was hard work and determination.  Before they built the plane they studied all that was known about flying.  They thought, argued, and experimented.  They built a wind tunnel and tested 200 differently shaped wings.  Then they drew plans and built carefully.


When they flew, it was from Kill Devil Hill at Kitty Hawk, on North Carolina’s Outer Banks.  The Outer Banks are islands that run like a row of beads along the Carolina coast.  Back in the 17th century, Sir Walter Raleigh planted a colony there, the Lost Colony.  In the 18th century, the Outer Banks were home base to Blackbeard the pirate.


Today the islands are filled with tourists and hotels and cottages.  But in 1903, Kitty Hawk was an empty sandy beach, with a few fishermen and a lifeboat station where men stood by to aid shipwrecks.  Kill Devil Hill, which is just a big sand dune, was a good place to test an airplane.


On that windy December day, Orville won the toss of a coin.  He got to fly first, lying flat on his stomach on the wing of the kite-like biplane.  Wilbur ran beside him; the plane lifted a few feet above the sand and stayed in the air for 17 seconds.  The brothers took turns and flew four flights that day.  The longest lasted 59 seconds.  It was enough.  They had flown.  The men from the lifeboat station had seen them and taken a picture.


The headlines in the morning newspaper in nearby Norfolk, Virginia – the Virginian Pilot – told of the flight, although most of the details in the story were wrong.  The brothers were upset about the poor reporting, but it didn’t much matter: no one paid attention, and other newspapers didn’t carry the story.  No one understood that birds now had competition: people would soon be flying.


Orville and Wilbur went home to Dayton and set to work.  They knew they could fly, but they also knew their plane needed improving.  They flew around a big pasture in Ohio.  Neighbors saw them and talked about the flights.  In 1904 a group of newspaper reporters came to see for themselves.


Now, the Wright brothers were not daredevils.  They were very methodical and precise.  They did everything as well as they could.  They checked and tested and checked and tested again, each time they flew.  That made sense.


When the reporters arrived, the brothers were having mechanical problems with the plane.  The reporters stayed two days.  The Wright brothers wouldn’t fly on those days; the plane wasn’t ready.  The reporters left.  Some wrote that the Wright brothers were fakes.


One writer did stay and see them fly.  He was the editor of an apiary journal.  An apiary is a place where bees are raised for their honey.  Yes, you heard that right: the first long article about the Wright brothers’ flight was in a beekeepers’ magazine!


In September of 1908, in Virginia, Orville showed Americans that people could fly.  He lifted his plane into the air and swung around an army field one and a half times before he landed.  The crowd of watchers rushed forward “screaming as loudly as they could, overwhelmed by the miracle that had taken place before their eyes.”


Try to imagine that scene in 1908.  For thousands and thousands of years, men and women looked at birds and dreamed that they too could lift themselves into the air.  Some tried.  Mythical Icarus, back in ancient days, took birds’ feathers and a frame and made something like a hang glider.  But when he soared into the air the sun melted the wax that held the feathers and Icarus fell into the sea.  Others, who we know were real, had built gliders, or hot-air balloons that floated on the wind.  What the Wrights did was different.  They didn’t depend on the wind.  They used their intelligence to build a machine that conquered the skies.  They solved the problem of flight.  Now everyone believed it – people could fly!

Directions: In this test you will carefully listen to a text read aloud twice. The text is followed by 20 tasks. You should do tasks 1 through 10 following the first reading of the text on the basis of what is stated or implied in the text. The text will be read a second time and you should do tasks 11 through 20 following the second reading of the text on the basis of what is stated or implied in the text. For each task you will choose from four possible answers (a, b, c, or d), or two symbols (+ or -) as specified prior to each task. Choose the best answer and mark the letter or symbol of your choice on the Answer Sheet.

Section 1. True or False Statements (+/-). Listen to the story and decide which of these statements are true and which of them are false. 

1. People have always believed that man can fly.

2. Orville and Wilbur Wright owned a shop that sold and repaired bicycles.

3. They were the first men to fly because they were very lucky.

4. The Outer Banks are islands that run along the Carolina coast.

5. Orville and Wilbur were comprehensive students of flight.

6. Orville sat on the wing when flying his first flight.

7. The brothers were pleased with what the reporters wrote about their first flight.

8. The first long article about the Wright brothers’ flight was in an apiary journal.

9. In Virginia, Orville flew around an Army field 2 times to prove he could fly.

10. The Wright brothers’ depended on the wind to help them fly their plane.

Section 2. Multiple choice.  For each question, listen to the story and decide which of the statements is the best answer.
11. Orville and Wilbur…

A. graduated from high school.

B. didn’t finish high school.

C. graduated from vocational school.

D. the article doesn’t say.

12. Their first flight was…

A. at Dayton, Ohio.

B. at Kitty Hawk.

C. at Norfolk Virginia.

D. in a big pasture.

13. The Lost Colony was established…

A. in the 18th Century.

B. to bring tourists to the area.

C. in the 17th Century.

D. the article doesn’t say.

14. The Wright brothers were…

A. Methodists.

B. medical.

C. methodical.

D. merry.

15. Orville got to fly the plane first because…

A. he won the coin toss.

B. he could run faster than Wilbur.

C. he had more courage than Wilbur did.

D. he convinced Wilbur he should be first.

16. The newspaper article that appeared about their first flight…

A. was also carried by many other newspapers.

B. pleased Orville and Wilbur very much.

C. was talked about by everyone.

D. had most of the details wrong.

17. You could describe the Wright brothers as…

A. daredevils when it came to flying.

B. very thorough about everything having to do with flying.

C. men who enjoyed arguing with reporters.

D. being from Kitty Hawk.

18. The Wrights did NOT work in which U.S. state?
A. Nevada
B. North Carolina
C. Virginia
D. Ohio
19. The flight by Orville and Wilbur Wright took place approximately…

A. 86 years ago.

B. 125 years ago.

C. 106 years ago.

D. 150 years ago.

20. You could describe Icarus as…

A. a brave man.

B. having flown successfully.

C. having built a glider.

D. a mythical character.

Reading Comprehension 10th Form

Directions:
In this Test you will read five texts. Each text is followed by five to ten tasks. You should do the tasks following a text on the basis of what is stated or implied in that text. For each task you will choose the best possible answer from four possible answers (A, B, C, or D), or two symbols (+ or -) as specified prior to each task. Some sections ask you to write the number of a blank place in the text.  Choose the best answer and mark the letter, symbol, or number of your choice.

Text 1: “A Not-So-Plain Jane from Spain” by Jennifer Orodoñez, Newsweek January 17, 2005


When Paz Vega got the call that she’d won a starring role in a big-budget Hollywood movie, she thought the gods must be crazy. “It was shocking,” she says. “It seemed impossible.” Vega, an onyx-haired actress from Spain, spoke hardly a word of English. But that wasn’t a problem for James L. Brooks, who was making a comedy called “Spanglish,” his first film in eight years. Vega plays Flor, housekeeper to a privileged, mixed-up family headed by Adam Sandler and Téa Leoni. “When I got here they gave me my schedule for the next two months, and I started to cry,” she says. “I was not sure if I could do it.” And English wasn’t Vega’s only problem. She had to be coached on her Spanish, too — so she could deliver her lines like a Mexican.


Brooks, a director who is notoriously hard to please, initially hoped to find an actress with Mexican roots, but says that Vega simply nailed the part in the five-hour audition. “Flor’s face just has to entice us,” Brooks says. “We have to feel like we know what she’s saying, without really knowing what she‘s saying.” Vega says she’s still hitting the books hard. Ultimately, she would like to eliminate her Spanish accent entirely. “I don’t want to play only Latin women,” she says. “I want to have roles in English.” That could take a while. In the meantime, don’t be surprised if some “Spanglish” fans start brushing up on their Spanish.

Section 1.  Questions 1-10 refer to Text 1.  On your answer sheet circle + if the statement is true, - if it is false.

1. This is Paz Vega’s first film in which she speaks English.

2. Vega wasn’t worried about making the film.

3. Director James L Brooks is known as being easy to please.

4. Vega is studying to learn English.

5. The actress who plays Flor must have Mexican roots.

6. Vega will be playing the starring role.

7. Adam Sandler and Téa Leoni will be in the movie.

8. Brooks was sure she could do the job.

9. Paz will be playing Flor, a homeowner in Beverly Hills who is the mother of two children.

10. Spanish is Vega’s native language.

Text 2: “How a Shark Finds Its Food” from Wind by the Sea by Silver, Burdett & Ginn

Glossary:

olfactory – нюховий


Hunting its food in the vast open sea, the shark has three senses on which it chiefly relies.  These are smell, sight, and the vibration of the water – the shark’s “hearing”.  Of these, the sense of smell is usually thought to be the most important.  Although the shark’s brain is small for the size of its body (some people believe the shark’s brain does not even record the sense of pain) a very large part of the brain is given to the sense of smell.  Some scientists refer to the shark as a “swimming nose”.


The shark’s nostrils are on the underside of its snout, just ahead of the mouth.  But they have no connection with the mouth.  In fact, they have nothing to do with breathing.  They are for smelling only, and they do an excellent job.  Each nostril is a kind of cup filled with olfactory cells, the cells that sense odors.  As the shark moves, or even when it lays still, water constantly flows in and out of each nostril, constantly bathing the olfactory cells.  


The shark has another aid in finding its prey – its eyes.  For a long while it was believed that the shark’s eyesight was very poor.  But actually the shark sees better than most people had believed.  In fact, it is unusually sensitive to light.  And its eyes have a special aid, one it shares with cats and some other night-prowling animals – a mirror-like layer in the back of the eye.  Light comes through the eye and is reflected back again.  In this way the part of the eye sensitive to light is stimulated twice.

Section 2: Questions 11 through 15 refer to Text 2.  On your answer sheet circle the correct letter A, B, C, or D.

11. Some scientists refer to the shark as a “swimming nose” because…

A. a shark’s brain is quite small.

B. its nose is large.

C. its sense of smell is very strong.

D. shark’s nostrils are located behind its mouth.

12. Another word for “snout” is…

A. nose.

B. head.

C. mouth.

D. teeth.

13. A shark’s nostrils…

A. are connected to its mouth.

B. help with breathing.

C. are located on the top of its snout.

D. are used only for smelling.

14. When scientists say a shark “hears”, what do they really mean?

A. His ears are turned outward.

B. He actually sees his prey.

C. He feels vibrations in the water.

D. He is touched by a solid object.

15. How are a shark’s eyes like a cat’s eyes?

A. They don’t see well at night.

B. They are not as strong as other night-prowling animals’ eyes.

C. They are stimulated three times when they see light.

D.  They have a layer that resembles a mirror in the back of them.
Text 3: From Adrift in the Equatorial Pacific by Maarten Torte

The day was very blue, not sharp autumn blue, but faraway tropical blue, languorous, timeless. The northern Gilbert Islands, our first glimpse of Kiribati, passed below and the islands seemed not like islands, but suggestions of islands, emerald crescents rising from the depths, as if there was something temporary about their existence. And then the island, Tarawa, appeared. We flew over the northern part of the island, a ribbon of land topped with palm trees and bisected by the channels feeding the ocean into the lagoon. The tide was in and the lagoon seemed incandescent, a startling fusion of greens and blues. On the ocean side of the atoll, white streamers of broken waves rushed toward barren beaches. Villages of thatch appeared and then faded away. Any moment we expected contact, the hard bounce of the wheels on the runway. 


We emerged from the plane and were immediately stricken by the heat. It was astonishing, a wonder of nature, a blazing force that left us awestruck. As we walked—slithered actually, slowly melting, panting—across the tarmac, hundreds of people, dressed in the brightest of hues, observed us from behind the steel fence separating the two barn-like structures comprising the departure and arrival areas of Bonriki International Airport.
Section 3: Questions 16-20 refer to Text 3. On your answer sheet circle the correct letter A, B, C, or D.
16. The author commented that the islands of Kiribati didn’t seem like islands because…

A. they really were not islands.

B. they seemed like only impressions of islands.

C. they were shaped like emeralds.

D. they resembled a famous painting.

17. The author saw all of the following EXCEPT…

A. island wildlife.

B. villages.

C. exotic vegetation.

D. observers.

18. The author used the word “slithered” because…

A. the ground was very wet and he slid to his destination.

B. it was too hot to walk normally.

C. it was the method of transportation he preferred.

D. he was describing the movement of snakes.

19. In the passage, the author describes…

A. his dream vacation.

B. his first impressions of Kiribati.

C. his first air plane ride.

D. his first trip to the ocean.

20. Which is NOT a body of water? 

A. lagoon

B. channel

C. atoll

D. ocean
Text 4: Before New York by Peter Miller, National Geographic, September 2009

Of all the visitors to New York City in recent years, one of the most surprising was a beaver named José. (A) Speculation is he swam down the Bronx River from suburban Westchester County to the north. He just showed up one wintry morning in 2007 on a riverbank in the Bronx Zoo, where he gnawed down a few willow trees and built a lodge.

"If you'd asked me at the time what the chances were that there was a beaver in the Bronx, I'd have said zero," said Eric Sanderson, an ecologist at the Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS), headquartered at the Bronx Zoo. "There hasn't been a beaver in New York City in more than 200 years."

During the early 17th century, when the city was the Dutch village of New Amsterdam, beavers were widely hunted for their pelts, then fashionable in Europe. The fur trade grew into such a lucrative business that a pair of beavers earned a place on the city's official seal, where they remain today. (B)

That's why Sanderson was skeptical when Stephen Sautner, a fellow employee at WCS, told him he'd seen evidence of a beaver during a walk along the river. It's probably just a muskrat, Sanderson thought. (C) But when Sautner and he climbed around a chain-link fence separating the river from one of the zoo's parking lots, they found José's lodge right where Sautner had said it was. (D)

The beaver's return to the Big Apple was hailed as a victory by conservationists and volunteers who'd spent more than three decades restoring the health of the Bronx River.  (E) José was named in honor of José E. Serrano, the congressman from the Bronx who'd pushed through more than $15 million in federal funds over the years to support the river cleanup.
Section 4.  Questions 21 through 25 refer to Text 4.   Match the sentences with the appropriate blanks in the text.

21.  The real animals disappeared. ___

22.  When they returned a couple of weeks later, they ran into José himself.___

23.  No one knows exactly where he came from.  ___

24.  This river was once a dumping ground for abandoned cars and trash. ___

25.  Muskrats are more tolerant of stressful city life. ___

Text 5: “Writing in ESL Classes” by Ann Raimes

When we learn a second language, we learn to communicate with other people: to understand them, talk to them, read what they have written and write to them.  An integral part of participating fully in a new cultural setting is learning how to communicate when the other person is not right there in front of us, listening to our words and looking at our gestures and facial expressions.  Visitors to another country will often have to leave a note for the mailman, fill out a customs declaration form, give written instructions, or write a thank-you letter.


But the fact that people frequently have to communicate with each other in writing is not the only reason to include writing as a part of our second-language syllabus.  There is an additional and very important reason: writing helps our students learn.  How?  First, writing reinforces the grammatical structures, idioms, and vocabulary that we have been teaching our students.  Second, when our students write, they also have a chance to be adventurous with the language, to go beyond what they have just learned to say, to take risks.  Third, when they write, they necessarily become very involved with the new language; the effort to express ideas and the constant use of eye, hand, and brain is a unique way to reinforce learning.  As writers struggle with what to put down next or how to put it down on paper, they often discover something new to write or a new way of expressing their idea.  They discover a real need for finding the right word and the right sentence.  The close relationship between writing and thinking makes writing a valuable part of any language course.

Section 5.  Questions 25 through 30 refer to Text 5. Choose the best answer.

26. In which situation would a person need to write in a second language?

a. communication with a person standing in front of him or her

b. filling out a customs declaration form at the airport

c. learning the gestures and facial expressions of a new acquaintance

d. asking about mail at the post office

27. Which is not a reason to teach students of a second language to write?

a. to reinforce grammatical structures

b. to work on pronunciation

c. to encourage students to be adventurous with the language

d. to reinforce what the students have learned through the use of their eyes, hands, and brains

28. The word “reinforces” can best be replaced by…

a. stresses.

b. teaches.

c. shows.

d. imagines.

29. This article was probably written for …
a. writers
b. students
c. teachers
d. mailmen
30. Writing helps you…

a. speak more fluently.

b. learn about other countries.

c. discover new ways of expressing ideas.

d. understand facial expressions.

Writing: 10th Form
1. The world has greatly changed in the last 100 years.  What do you think the world will be like 100 years from now?  Do you think it will be a better place or a worse place than it is today?  Use examples to support your opinion. 
Speaking 10th Form

1. Someone offers you a chance to see your future.  Do you take this chance?

· How might knowing your future affect your decision-making for the rest of your life?

· Do you think that knowing the future would make it possible to change it? How?

· Do you believe it is better to be prepared or be surprised in life? Why?

2. You are the director of a secondary school deciding the curriculum for the coming year.  You must decide whether physical education will be mandatory for every student.

· Do you think that physical fitness is necessary in the education of students?

· Do you participate in any sports or exercise on a regular basis?

· What benefits does regular exercise provide students (as well as adults)?

3. You have enough money to buy either a house with land in a small town or an apartment in a very large city.  Where will you choose to live?

· What benefits will you gain from your choice?  What will you lose?

· What personal desires and goals would influence you in making your decision?

· How might your upbringing, in a city or a small town, affect your choice?

4. In your opinion, what are the main characteristics of a good school?  Do they have to do with physical things or with the atmosphere, the teachers or the students?

· What characteristics are most important to you?

· What can make a school bad?

· How can you help make your school better?

5. How important is friendship to you?

· Describe the character of your best friend.

· Can people be happy without friends? Why or why not?

· Which is more important to you: love or friendship?

6. Some people think students should have one long vacation each year, while others believe students should have several short vacations throughout the year.

· What are the advantages of each approach?

· What are their disadvantages?

· Do you think students would enjoy school more if they had a choice in their vacations?

7. Do you think the ‘traditional’ roles of men and women are changing in Ukraine?

· How have men’s roles changed?  What new roles do they have?

· How about women? What’s changed with them?

· Do you think these roles should change to meet the needs of present times? Why?

8. If you could have dinner with any person from history who would you choose?

· Why would you choose this person? And where would you go for dinner?

· What questions would you ask him or her?

· What would you say about yourself?

9. English language music is very popular all over the world. Why do you think this is so?

· How is music in English different from other music in the world?

· When listening to music in English, do you listen to the tune or to the lyrics? Why?

· Do you think a band can be a worldwide hit if they don’t sing in English? How?

10. You are a leading climatologist.  You are giving a lecture at a convention of world leaders.

· What are the main causes of changes in the climate today?

· What can be done to reverse the effects of climate change?

· What would you ask these world leaders to do specifically?

11. You are the president of the Society for Animal Rights.  You are giving a speech to people interested in becoming involved in your organization.

· Describe the problems that affect animals in today’s society.

· What must be done to protect animals’ rights?

· What can the people in your audience do to help?

12. Do you think musicians like Eminem and Britney Spears give people a good, balanced, authentic representation of America?

· What impressions do people in other countries get from listening to such singers?

· Would a different kind of musician give a better or worse impression? How?

· Do the images of these musicians give more of an impression then their music?

13. If you moved to a new country what would you miss the most about Ukraine?

· Would you miss your family? your own language? your favorite food?

· How could you overcome or lessen the homesickness?

· What would you take with you to remind you of your homeland?

14. “A journey of a thousand miles begins with one step.” What does this mean in your life?

· How do you start a difficult task?

· Have you ever been afraid to do something? How did you overcome this fear?

· How did you feel after you had started?

15. Is it more important to be wealthy or to have lots of friends?

· What is good about having friends? Being wealthy?

· When you are sad is it more fun to laugh with your friends or to go shopping? Why?

· When you have a lot of money is it hard to tell who your real friends are? Why?

16. Home phones, mobile phones, Internet chatting and e-mail have revolutionized the world and changed a lot about how people communicate.  Describe what forms of modern communication you use.

· In what ways have these modern forms of communication helped us?

· What negative impacts has the loss of face-to-face communication had on everyone?

· What will the communication of the future be like?

17. When traveling to a new country that is different from one’s own, many people experience culture shock.  You are moving to a foreign country that has a different culture and speaks English.

· What kind of problems do you expect to encounter?

· How would you deal with these problems?

· What plans would you make to adjust to the new culture?

18. You are planning your dream vacation. You can go anywhere in the world at any time of the year.

· Where and when will you go?  What sights might you see?

· Will you go alone or with a traveling companion?

· Will this be and educational trip or will you just relax before going back to school?

19. The Olympic Games are always a show of great skill and talent in sports.  

· How are the Olympics different from other sporting events?

· How has recent steroid use affected the image of the games?

· What event would you consider adding to the Olympics?

20. You are walking up to your apartment and see that it is burning.  You have enough time to run in and take out only one thing.  Your family and pets have already escaped.  What do you take?

· Why did you choose this item?  Why is it so valuable to you?

· Think of one item you left behind.  Why did you leave it?

· Does this item have monetary or emotional value to you?

21. Many of the best athletes in the world earn extremely high salaries for both playing a sport and for advertisements. Do you think this is fair?

· Do you think some sports are not worth the amount of money athletes get paid. Why?

· What sports have the most well-rounded athletes? Why?

· What is the most under-paid sport, and what would you do to make it more popular?

22. If you were seated on an airplane, and the person next to you was terrified of flying, what would you tell him or her to help calm that person down?

· Do you have a phobia? What and how do you deal with it?

· What method of transportation is the scariest? Safest? Why?

· What are some advantages and disadvantages of traveling by airplane?

23. Talk about the last book that you read.
· Who wrote this book? What is it about?
· Do you like this book? Why or why not?
· Recommend that your friend read or not read this book, and give reasons for your recommendation.
24. What do you think life would be like without clocks to measure time?

· How would people structure their day and make plans?

· Do you think life would be better or worse? Why?

· What problems might people have without clocks?

25. You’ve been shipwrecked alone with no supplies on an island.  What is your plan for survival?

· Would you find food or build a shelter first? Why and how?

· Would you make contact with passing ships or call for help?  How?

· How long do you think you could live alone? Why?
