Listening
Comprehension
Test
For 10th form Students
Listening Tasks – 10 Form -  from THE SANDCASTLE  by I. Murdoch
Glossary: to have a bash – to try; Propertius  – the greatest of the elegiac poets of Rome.




The chief buildings of St Bride's were grouped unevenly around a large square of asphalt which was called the playground, although the one thing that was strictly forbidden therein was playing. The buildings consisted of four tall red-brick blocks: Main School, which contained the hall, and most of the senior classrooms; Library, which contained the library and more classrooms, and which was built close against Main School; School House, opposite to Library, where the scholars ate and slept, and "physics room" and "Gym" opposite the Main School, which contained the gymnasium, some laboratories, the administrative offices, and two flats for resident masters.

Mor taught history, and occasionally Latin, at St Bride's. He enjoyed teaching, and knew that he did it well. His authority and prestige in the school stood high; higher than that of any other master. Mor was well aware of this too, and it consoled him more than a little for failures in other departments of his life.
"Rigden", said Mor.
A long silence followed. Mor was taking the Fifth Form Latin class, a chore which some​times came his way during the absence on sick leave of Mr Baseford, the classics master. It was a hot afternoon, the first period after lunch, a time which Mor hated. A fly buzzed on the win​dow. Twenty boys sat with the Elegies of Propertius open before them. Rigden clearly could make nothing of the line in question.
"Come on, Rigden", said Mor rather wearily, "have a bash". You can translate the first word anyway". "You", said Rigden. He was a slight crazy-looking boy with a small head. He idolized Mor. His inability to please him was one of the tragedies of his school days. He leaned intently over his book.
"That's right", said Mor, "and the second word". A yell of uncontrolled laughter went up in the next room. That was Mr Prewett's mathematics class. Prewett was unhappily quite unable to keep order. Mor knew that keeping order was a gift of nature but he could not but de​spise Prewett a little all the same. Mor himself had but to look at the boys and they fell silent. "Only", - said Rigden. "Yes", said Mor, "now go on". Rigden stared wretchedly at the page. "Carde?" said Mor.
Jimmy Carde was one of Mor's enemies. He was also the bosom-friend of Mor's son Donald. Mor never felt at ease with Carde. He spoke in a casual and superior way.
"That's right", said Mor. "Now, Rigden, you go on." Rigden was beginning to look des​perate. He gazed into the book, biting his lip.

"Get a move on", said Mor, "we haven't got all day. Did you prepare this, Rigden?"
"Yes, sir", said Rigden.
"Well, you'd better stay behind afterwards and talk to me about it", - said Mor. "Our time's nearly up. Could somebody finish translating? Carde, what about you, could you do the last six lines for us?" Carde cleared his throat.
"Yes", said Mor. He looked at his watch. He saw that the period was nearly ended. Carde was a good performer.
"Yes", said Mor. Yes. Very nice, Carde. Thank you. Now you can all go."
    An immediate chatter broke out, and amid a banging of books and desk tops there was a rush for the door. The admonishing of Rigden took little time, and Mor strode into the corridor. A moment later he emerged from the centre door of what was called Main School into the sunshine and looked about him.
Directions: In this Test you will carefully listen to a text read aloud twice. The text is followed by 15 tasks. You should do tasks 1 through 7 following the first reading of the text on the basis of what is stated or implied in the text. The text will be read a second time and you should do tasks 8 through 15 following the second reading of the text on the basis of what is stated or implied in the text. For each task you will choose from four possible answers (a, b, c, or d), or two symbols (+ or -) as specified prior to each task.. Choose the best answer and mark the letter or symbol of your choice on the Answer Sheet.
Section 1. True or False Statements (+/-). Listen to the story and decide which of these statements are true and which of them are false. Mark your answers on the Answer Sheet.
1. Mor’s authority and prestige in the school stood high.
2. Mor was taking the Seventh Form Greek class.
3. Mor liked the first period after lunch..
4. Rigden adored Mor.
5. Mor was sure that keeping order was a natural thing for every teacher.
6. Carde was the enemy of Mor’s son Donald.
7. The admonishing of Rigden didn’t last long.
Section 2. Multiple choice.  Listen to the story and decide which of these statements are true and which of them are false. Mark your answers on the An​swer Sheet.
8.
A large square of asphalt was called …:
a)   avenue;
b)   playground;
c)   court;
d)  links.
9.
A room used for lessons in natural science is …:
a)  gymnasium;
b)   stalls;
c)   bedsitting room;
d)   physics room.
10.
Prewett was unable to keep order and Mor…:
a)  despised him;
b)   humiliated him;
c)   respected him;
d)   worshiped him.
11.
Mor asked Carde to do:
a)   the first word;
b)   the first six lines;
c)   the last six lines;
d)   the last word.
12.
Carde was a:
a)   good performer;
b)    good artist;
c)   good actor;
d)   good prompter.

13.After the lesson Mor strode into … :

a) the senior classroom ;                  b) the corridor;
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Reading Comprehension Test for 10th  Form Students
Directions:
In this Test you will read four texts. Each text is followed by 5-10 tasks. You should do the tasks following a text on the basis of what is stated or implied in that text. For each task you will choose the best possible answer from four possible answers (A, B, C, or D), or two symbols (+ or -) as specified prior to each task.. Choose the best answer and mark the letter or symbol of your choice on the Answer Sheet.
Questions 1 through 5 refer to Text 1.
Text l: (from Dharma Bums by Jack Kerouac) 

Glossary
humming bird: колібрі
sprig: гілка, пагінець

      Though sometimes I was afraid he (the humming bird) would drive right into my head with his long beaker like a needle. There was also an old rat scrambling in the cellar under the shack and it was a good thing to keep the door closed at night. My other great friends were the ants, a colony of them that wanted to come in the shack and find the honey. ("Calling all ants, calling all ants, come and get your honey!" sang a little boy one day in the shack). So, I went to their anthill and made a trail of honey leading them into the back garden, and they were at that new vein of joy for a week. I even got down on my knees and talked to the ants. There were beautiful flowers all around the shack: red, purple, pink, and white. We kept making bouquets but the prettiest of all was the one Japhy made of just pinecones and a sprig of pine needles. It had that simple look that characterized all his life. He'd come barging into the shack with his saw and see me sitting there and say "Why did you sit around all day?"
Questions (on your answer sheet circle the correct letter A, B, C, or D)
1.
The beak of the humming bird resembled a:
A.
jar of honey.
B.
pen.
C.
goose feather.
D.
needle.
2.
It was a good idea to keep the door to the shack closed at night because:
A.
there were a lot of ants outside.
B.
a rat lived under the shack.
C.
it was very cold out at night.
D.
the flowers near the shack smelled bad.
3.
The bouquets Japhy made were the prettiest because:
A.
they had red, purple and pink flowers in them.
B.
they exemplified his life.
C.
they were very complicated and ornate looking.
D.
they had honey poured on them.
4.
The author liked to:
A.
talk to the ants that lived near his shack.
B.
sit in the center of his shack and eat honey.
C.
pick flowers and decorate his shack with them.
D.
make bouquets out of pinecones and pine needles.
5.
Japhy usually came into the shack with his:
A.
pretty bouquets.
B.
drinking cup.
C.
own jars of honey.
D.
saw.
Questions 6 through 10 refer to Text 2.
Text 2: (from Old Man at the Bridge by Ernest Hemingway)
Glossary
Stagger:  хитатись, вагатись

herdsman: nacтyx
An old man with steel-rimmed spectacles and very dusty clothes sat by the side of the road. There was a pontoon bridge across the river; and carts staggered up the steep bank from the bridge, with soldiers helping push against the spokes of the wheels. The trucks ground up and away, heading out of it all, and the peasants plodded along in the ankle-deep dust. But the old man sat there without moving. He was too tired to go any farther.
It was my business to cross the bridge, explore the bridgehead beyond, and find out to what point the enemy advanced. I did this and returned over the bridge. There were not so many carts now and very few people on foot, but the old man was still there.
"Where do you come from?" I asked, and smiled.
"From Santa Carlos," he said, and smiled.
That was his native town and so it gave him pleasure to mention it and he smiled.
"I was taking care of animals," he explained.
"Oh," I said not quite understanding.
"Yes," he said, "I stayed, you see, taking care of animals. I was the last one to leave the town of San Carlos."
He did not look like a shepherd or a herdsman, and I looked at his black dusty clothes and his gray dusty face and his steel-rimmed spectacles and said, " What animals were they?"
"Various animals," he said, and shook his head. " I had to leave them."

Questions (on your answer sheet circle the correct letter A, B, C, or D)
6.   The old man's native village was:
A.
San Francisco.
B.
Barcelona.
C.
San Carlos.
D.
Toronto.
7.The old man sat beside the road because:
A.
he was eating a sandwich.
B.
he was waiting for his sister.
C.
he wanted to talk to soldiers.
D.
he was tired.
8. The old man did not look like:
A.
an officer.
B.
a peasant.
C.
a shepherd.
D.
an athlete.
9. In his native town the old man:
A.
built houses.
B.
cared for animals.
C.
drove a car.
D.
grew vegetables.
10. The old man wore:
A.
jeans and white socks.
B.
a t-shirt and pants.
C.
glasses and dirty clothes.
D. a suit and tie.
Questions 11 through 20 refer to Text 3.
Text 3. 
Ask anyone where they plan to celebrate at least part of the annual Kyiv
Days Festival on the last weekend of May, and their answer will be — Andriyivsky
Uzviz (Andrew's Descent) of course! Over the centuries, this twisting 850-meter 
street has wound its way up between the lush hills of the capital into the cultural;
and spiritual heart of Kyiv. Its collection of several dozen picturesque buildings 
is soaked in history that stretches back a thousand years. Intellectuals, craftsmen 
and artists have gravitated towards Andrew's Descent for generations.

Like many historic places, the origin of Andrew's Descent is part myth and legend. Today's Descent was first mentioned in the 11th century. Then it was the  main road between several towns. However, Saint Andrew blessed the surrounding hills and foretold the future glory of Kyiv during a visit during the first half of the 1st century. The place where Saint Andrew put a cross in memory of his vision is  now the location of the magnificent Baroque style Saint Andrew's Church.
Questions (on your answer sheet circle + if the statement is true, — if it is false)
11. Andrew's Descent is a flat 850-meter long street.
12. Many people come to Andrew's Descent to celebrate May 1.
13. Andrew's Descent has many beautiful historical buildings.
14. Intellectuals, craftsmen and artists have lived on Andrew's Descent for many generations.
15. The history of Andrew's Descent is known exactly.
16. Andrew's Descent used to connect several towns.
17. Saint Andrew blessed the church and told of the glory of Kiev.
18. Andrew's Descent was first written about in the 11th century.
19. Saint Andrew's Church was built in a classical style.
20.  The Kyiv Days Festival happens every year.


Questions 21 through 30 refer to Text 4.

Text 4: (from The Lottery by Shirley Jackson)
The morning of June 27th was clear and sunny, with the fresh warmth of a full summer day; the flowers were blossoming profusely and the grass was richly green. The people of the village began to gather in the square, between the post office and the bank, around ten o'clock; in some towns there were so many people that the lottery took two days and had to be started on June 26th, but in this village, where there were only about three hundred people, the whole lottery took less than two hours, so it could begin at ten o'clock in the morning and still be through in time to allow the villagers to get home for noon dinner.
The children assembled first, of course. School was recently over for the summer, and the feeling of liberty sat uneasily on most of them; they tended to gather together quietly for a while before they broke into boisterous play, and their talk was still of the classroom and teachers, of books and reprimands.
Soon the men began to gather, watching their own children, speaking of planting and rain, tractors and taxes. They stood together, away from the pile of stones in the corner, and their jokes were quiet and they smiled rather than laughed. The women, wearing faded housedresses and sweaters, came shortly after their men folk. They greeted one another and exchanged bits of gossip as they went to join their husbands. Soon the women, standing by their husbands, began to call to their children, and the children came reluctantly, having to be called four or five times.
Questions (on your answer sheet circle + if the statement is true, - if it is false)
21. The flowers were in full bloom throughout the entire square.
22. The lottery started at exactly ten o'clock.
23. The women wore old dresses.
24. The children were very loud while playing.
25. The village had a great number of people and that allowed the lottery to go quickly.
26. The people of the village begin to gather around the post office and riverbank.
27. The women began gathering for the lottery before the men.
28.At different locations some lotteries began early because the population was too large.
29.The children came quickly as soon as their mothers called for them.
30.The women talked about other people's private lives while going to meet their spouses.
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Speaking Comprehension Test for 10th  Form Students
In this Test you will select three task slips from those before you. After selecting three choose one you feel you are most capable to speak about and return the other two to the table face down.  Then take about a minute to collect your thoughts before you begin to speak on the topic. You may refer to the topic as needed. Take a deep breath and begin.
1.
You have just won 10,000 dollars, and have decided to take a trip around the world.
· Explain about the countries you will visit?

· Why are they important for you to see?

· Who would you take with you to see the world?

2.
Think about who your role model is.
· Explain how you have come to know this person.

· Describe this person's character. Why do you admire these character traits?

· In what ways would you have to change your own lifestyle in order to become more like this person?

3.
You are about to leave on a journey to another country for a year. You have enough room in your bag to bring three mementos: two that represent Ukraine and one that represents your family and will remind you of home.
· What objects do you choose?

· Explain how each of these objects represents Ukraine

· Explain what the importance of the third item is, and how it reminds you of home and your family.

4.
You have been put on the Ukrainian Board of English Education.
· Decide what topics you think are important for learning English.

· Explain your choices.
· Convince the other board members that you are correct in your topic choices.

5.
You are going on a trip to another city by yourself. You can choose to go to Rome, Paris or New York.
· Which city would you go to? Why?

· How do you get around? Do you try out the public transportation, or do you go by foot?

· What three sites do you think are the most important to see?

6.
Tell us about the greatest teacher you have ever had.
· Why did you choose him or her?

· How did he or she influence your life?

· How can you use what he or she taught you to help others?

7.
Do you think the "traditional" roles of men and women are changing in
Ukraine?
· How have men's roles changed? What new roles do they have?

· How about women? What's changed with them?

Do you think these roles should change to meet the needs of present times?
Why?
8.
You meet up with a friend whom you haven't seen for several years.
· Tell him/her about the events in your family and in your school that have happened since you last saw him/her.

· Tell your friend how your goals have changed. What do you want to become?

· Invite your friend to an event that is coming up in the near future where he/she can see some of your other old friends.

9.
 English language music is very popular all over the world. Why do you think
this is so?
•
 How is music in English different from other music in the world?
•  When listening to music in English, do you listen to the tune or to the lyrics?
 Why?
•
Do you think a band can be a worldwide hit if they don't sing in English?
How?

10.
If you could become a character from any book or play that you have read, who would that character be?
· Why would you choose this character?

· How would you act differently than the character acted?

· In what time period does this character live? How would you adjust to living in this time period?

11.What is more important: fame and money or strong character and good values?
· Explain your point of view, and how you define "good values".

· Use examples of real people who have followed either fame or money, or pursued a strong character.

· How do people normally act? Do they aim for moral character or for money? Why? Is it impossible to have both?

12.
You have a chance to change one historical event.
· What event do you want to change and why?

· What will the effects of this change be immediately after the event?

· What will the long-term effects be?

13. You are a leading climatologist. You are giving a lecture at a convention of
world leaders.
· What are the main causes of changes in the climate today?

· What can be done to reverse the effects of climate change?

· What would you ask these world leaders to do specifically?

14.
To what age do you hope to live?
· What do you want to achieve?

· How will you ensure that the knowledge and experience that you've gained will be passed on to future generations?

· How do you want people to remember you?

15.
You are just about to release a movie about your life.
· What actor/actress will play the major roles in the movie?

· What events of your life will be highlighted in your movie?

· Will the movie end happily? What will the ending be?

16. You are the president of the Society for Animal Rights. You are giving a speech
to people interested in becoming involved in your organization.
· Describe the problems that affect animals in today's society.

· What must be done to protect animals' rights?

· What can the people in your audience do to help?

17.
How important are experiences, such as traveling or meeting people from different cultures, in our education?
· Do you feel that there is enough experience in your education?

· What do you feel has been your most important experience so far in your life?

· Is there anything you wish you had done, but didn't? What is it? Why didn't you do it?

18.
What is the purpose of education in our society?
· Do you feel that the system we have in place is fulfilling that purpose?

· What could be done to improve the system?

· What do you think the educational system does well?

19.
What do you think it means to truly live every day to its fullest?
· Do you believe that you live every day to its fullest?

· Do you think that most people truly live every day to its fullest?

· Why do you think that some people don't live every day to its fullest?

20. You can choose to have one supernatural ability or gift.
· What do you choose?

· Why will you choose this? Will you use it to help others, for personal gain, or for both?

· How do you think others will treat you because of your gift?
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