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Answer Key to Listening Comprehension Test for 10th Form Students

Tape script 10

Sister Coxall had been running Violet Ward for many years. Her pride and joy was her own little office, scrupulously clean, its walls glistening with fresh white paint. She sat at her desk, her eyes unseeing. Who was this new doctor, anyway? Some silly youth fresh from medical school? What right had he to interfere in the running of her ward? 

She had met him yesterday. He had driven into the hospital grounds and almost driven over her. There were plenty of ‘Go Slow’ notices within sight. Besides, almost everybody who worked at the hospital knew she walked through the grounds at that time of day.

‘Are you all right?’ he had said, getting out of his car. ‘I really wasn’t concentrating.’ He seemed embarrassed. ‘Er, Sister, I’m frightfully sorry.’

She couldn’t help smiling. ‘That’s all right, Mr –’ she paused politely.

‘Doctor – Doctor Green. I’ve just arrived, as you can see,’ he grinned. ‘I’m taking over the running of D Block.’

Sister Coxall noticeably stiffened. ‘D Block?’ she echoed.

‘Look, get into my car, and I’ll drive you to the Nurses’ Home.’

They sat in silence and soon were climbing the dingy staircase leading to Sister Coxall’s neat room. Once inside, she took off her cape. ‘Sit down, Doctor, I’ll make some tea.’

Sitting drinking the sweet tea, Doctor Green explained that he had always been interested in psychiatric work and when he had finished his studies, he had applied for this post in one of the country’s largest psychiatric hospitals. He had not expected to get the job, but he did, and without an interview.

He told her of the great changes and new ideas he hoped he would introduce. ‘For instance,’ he said, ‘the sister on Violet Ward has been working there for ten years. She must have lost her identity to some extent. Her patients must be more like children to her than sick people.’ He leaned forward. ‘You know, Sister, she is in danger of illness herself. Tomorrow, when I begin my work, I intend to move that sister to a different ward. She may not realise it at the time, but the change will do her good.’

Sister Coxall listened, a faint pink flush tinged her ears.

The day had arrived. She looked around her office. She was going to be removed from this, her home, and placed among strangers.

‘No,’ she screamed, and her fist came heavily down upon the desk, scattering pens into sudden life.

Sister Coxall’s mind began to work. Now it raced. Nobody knows he is coming here except me. He said he was going to stay at a hotel last night and was coming straight to the ward this morning, before reporting to the General Office. He had no white coat or identity badge yet.

A diabolical smile drew back the corners of her thin straight mouth. ‘There is only one thing to do,’ she muttered, and rose and went to the door.

‘Nurse,’ she called, ‘a new patient is expected this morning, a Mr Green. When he arrives, bring him straight to my office.’ She looked down at the empty report paper she held in her hand. ‘It says here that he is paranoid and greatly confused; he thinks he’s a doctor. Humour him, Nurse. I’ll prepare a strong sedative.’

Going to the cupboard, Sister Coxall took down a syringe and filled it with a cool orange liquid. She then took an empty file from a cabinet and began to prepare a written report on Mr Green.

She sighed. The ward was full of men, all confused, all insisting they were doctors. No one was ever going to take her ward and office away from her. No one.
   Listening Comprehension Test for 10th Form Students                                      
I. Look at the events of the story. They are in the wrong order. Try and guess the right order.
Write the corresponding order number of the sentence in your answer sheet.
a) Sister Coxall was in charge of Violet Ward.
b) Dr Green was interested in psychiatric medicine.
c) She met the new doctor.
d) He got out of his car.
e) She wondered who the new doctor was.
f) He nearly ran her over.
g) She offered him tea.
h) He gave her a lift to the Nurses' Home.
i) She listened to his plans for Violet Ward.
j) He had recently finished his studies.
k) She walked through the hospital grounds.
l) He got the new job without an interview.
II. Match each question with one of the answers below.
1 Why was Sister Coxall angry?
2 Why did nobody know what Dr Green looked like?
3 Why did she want him to come straight to the ward? 
4 How do we know it was a lie that Dr Green was paranoid and confused?
5 Why did she fill the syringe?
6 How do we know this was not the first time she had done this?
7 How did Sister Coxall know that the person who had almost driven over her was new to the hospital?
8 Why did Dr Green intend to move the sister on Violet Ward to a different ward?
a  Because the sedative would make Dr Green easy to handle.
b Because she was only pretending to read from a report

c  Because the ward was full of men all insisting they were doctors.

d Because he hadn't been to the General Office yet to get his identity badge.

e  Because she didn't want him to suspect that the nurse thought he was a patient.

f   Because she wanted to stay in her job.
g Because almost everybody who worked at the hospital knew she walked through the grounds at that time of day.

h Because she must have lost her identity to some extent and was in danger of illness herself.
Reading Comprehension Test for 10th Form Students  40 tasks
Directions:

In this Test you will read five texts. Each text is followed by 6 – 15 tasks. You should do the tasks following a text on the basis of what is stated or implied in that text. For each task you will choose the best possible answer and mark your choice on the Answer Sheet.
TEXT 1
Read the text below, and chose the word which best fits each gap from the list below.
TRINITY COLLEGE 

Trinity College was 1) ___________ by Sir Thomas Pope in 1555. A devout catholic with no surviving children, Thomas Pope saw the Foundation of an Oxford college as a means of 2) ___________that he and his family would always be remembered in the prayers and masses of its members. He came from a family of small 3) _____________ in Oxfordshire, trained as a lawyer, and rose rapidly to prominence 4) ____________ Henry VIII. As Treasurer of the Court of Augmentations he handled the estates of the monasteries                  5) _______________ at the Reformation, and amassed a considerable personal 6) _____________. Pope was a discreet and trusted privy counsellor of Mary Tudor, and it was from Mary and Philip that he 7) ______ Letters Patent and royal approval for his new foundation. Pope died in 1559. Although his religious 8) ______ were never fully realised - Elizabeth I had succeeded her sister and England 9) __________  to the Protestant faith - nonetheless the memory of his name, like his college, has endured the fluctuating fortunes of over 400 years. His wife, Lady Elizabeth Pope, was a particularly influential 10) ___________ in Trinity's early years. Pope's foundation was for a President, twelve Fellows and twelve scholars, all supported by the income from his 11) ______________ endowment of lands, and for up to twenty undergraduates. The Fellows, all men, were required to take Holy Orders and remain unmarried. The College Statutes set out rules for a simple monastic life of religious observance and study. The Garden was an informal grove of trees, mainly elms, amongst which the members of the College could 12) ______________ and meditate.

	1
	a
	founded
	b
	set
	c
	begin
	d
	starting

	2
	a
	securing
	b
	ensuring   
	c
	clinching
	d
	verifying

	3
	a
	owners  
	b
	landowners
	c
	freeholders
	d
	mistresses

	4
	a
	with
	b
	on
	c
	under
	d
	because

	5
	a
	dissolved
	b
	disintegrated    
	c
	crumbled
	d
	withered

	6
	a
	fortune
	b
	wealth
	c
	rich
	d
	money

	7
	a
	inherited
	b
	conferred
	c
	received
	d
	excepted

	8
	a
	ideals
	b
	examples
	c
	belief
	d
	value

	9
	a
	rejoined
	b
	repeated
	c
	returned
	d
	reinstated

	10
	a
	outline
	b
	symbol
	c
	shape  
	d
	figure

	11
	a
	generous  
	b
	generosity   
	c
	bounty   
	d
	teeming

	12
	a
	prowl
	b
	walk
	c
	promenade
	d
	yomp


TEXT 2
 Read the text and choose the best answer (1, 2, 3 or 4), according to the text
My friendship with Kathy wasn’t a perfect friendship. I learned very soon in our relationship that Kathy was jealous. We would have great fun going out shopping but if I bought, say, a dress for a party and she thought my dress was better than hers, she would start to say slightly unkind things about it. She would be keen to come out with me to buy the dress. She would give me a lot of helpful advice while I was trying on the various dresses in the shops. Her advice would be good. She would even tell the shop assistant if she thought the price was too high. I can remember one occasion when she said this and, to my surprise, they knocked the price down so that I could afford to buy it. The trouble would come later. When we were actually going to the party and we were both dressed up and she was looking marvellous (for she was very beautiful) she would suddenly say, “I think, Sarah, we were both wrong about that dress. It looks a bit cheap, doesn’t it!”

Once or twice I “dropped” Kathy. I told her I was too busy to see her. Or I told her I had to see another friend. All these lies hurt me because I had no other friend and I was so lonely. But they never hurt her. She just smiled sweetly and said she’d see me next week. And of course, within a week or so, I’d be on the phone asking her to come out. She never minded this. She never sulked at me and pretended that she was too busy.

Students always celebrated the end of the college year with a fancy-dress ball. It was a big event. But as luck would have it, Kathy and I had made other arrangements for the day of the ball. We had booked to go to the theatre. We had talked for ages of going, and at last we had our tickets. For us it was a big event. It was a musical and our favourite singer star was in it, so our hearts were set on the theatre.

Then Kathy came round to see me. Mother was in at the time, and I had to speak to her on the doorstep because Mum had just been having a go at me for seeing too much of Kathy.

“I don’t want that girl coming in this house and nosing around.” So I told Kathy I couldn’t invite her in because my Mum had a bad headache.

Kathy didn’t mind. She smiled and said she was sorry about my mother’s bad head. I was sure she knew what had really happened.

But she carried on smiling, and then she said: “I’m sorry, but I can’t come to the theatre with you after all. My brother’s come home and he wants to take me to the fancy-dress ball at the college. I can’t let him down.” I couldn’t believe that she would let me down. She knew how much I had looked forward to the theatre trip. We had talked about it together for months. 

I was almost in tears by the time I had said goodbye to her and closed the door. My Mum was kind and understanding. She made me promise I would never see Kathy again. I agreed, and felt that was the least I could do by way of revenge for my disappointment. I told myself that I would never so much as talk to Kathy if I saw her. Our relationship was at an end. I would never forget what she had done to me.
1. When Sarah says that Kathy was jealous she implies that Kathy didn’t like it when Sarah

	1)
	had fun going out.

	2)
	managed to buy the dress cheaply.

	3)
	wore expensive clothes.

	4)
	wore clothes smarter than her own.


2. When Sarah was buying a dress in a shop Kathy would

	1)
	start to say slightly unkind things about it.

	2)
	do her best to ensure that Sarah made the best buy.

	3)
	insist that Sarah should buy a cheap dress.

	4)
	be keen to buy a marvellous dress for herself.


3. When Sarah tried to “drop” her, Kathy 

	1)
	pretended to be busy.

	2)
	went to see another friend.

	3)
	felt hurt and lonely.

	4)
	always took it easy.


4.  “But as luck would have it” in paragraph 3 means Kathy and Sarah

	1)
	had the luck to get the tickets for the musical.

	2)
	were happy to have made arrangements for the ball.

	3)
	were looking forward to hearing their favourite singer.

	4)
	had by chance two events on the same day.


5. Sarah couldn’t invite Kathy to come in because 

	1)
	their house was in a mess.

	2)
	her mother was suffering from a bad headache.

	3)
	her mother disapproved of her daughter’s friend.

	4)
	Kathy had come to their house to nose around.


6. Kathy said she didn’t mind speaking to Sarah on the doorstep because she

	1)
	didn’t want to make Sarah feel uncomfortable.

	2)
	believed that Sarah’s Mum had a headache.

	3)
	did not want anyone to overhear them talking.

	4)
	was in a hurry to see her brother.


7. Sarah decided not to see Kathy again because 

	1)
	her mother forbade her.

	2)
	she couldn’t forgive Kathy.

	3)
	her mother was disappointed.

	4)
	she wanted to revenge for her mother.


TEXT 3
For questions 1-8 read the text below. Use the word given in capitals at the end of each line to form a word that fits in the space in the same line.
The History of Man   
	How long has man been on earth? Let us travel 5,000 years into the past. We are in the days before man  ____1_______ to write.
	 LEARN

	Recorded history  _____________2___________ yet.
	 NOT BEGIN

	Let us go  ___3________ into the past to 8,000 years ago. 

We are in a world without cities or towns, houses or roads. 
	 FAR



	Yet there are people, about five million of them,  ____4_______ on all five continents. 
	 LIVE

	They have cows and horses and they ___5_______the land.
	 FARM

	To find the  ___6_______ man we must go many hundreds of thousands of years into the past.
	 ONE



	The ___7______ true human being, Homo sapiens, appeared in Europe more than 50,000 years ago.
	 EARLY



	We can be proud of the progress the man  ___8________ since then. 


	 MAKE


TEXT 4

You are going to read a magazine article about John Prince, a dancer, dance teacher and choreographer. Seven sentences have been removed from the article. Choose the most suitable sentence from the list A-H for each part (1-6) of the article. There is one extra sentence which you do not need to use. There is an example at the beginning.

Career success in the arts

John Prince, famous dancer and choreographer, gives advice on how to succeed in a career in the arts.

"So all in all I'm really happy to be a dancer!" I asked John how he got started and what requirements there are. "Well, to be a professional dancer it's useful to have had acting lessons or some background in drama. If you want to succeed in musical theatre you have to have a good singing voice as well. When you approach an agent you should take a portfolio with your CV, your statistics sheet and some good photos and reviews of past performances. You'll need dance clothes, ballet shoes, tap shoes, and even roller skates depending on what kind of show you are going to go for." 

	0
H


"Of course, you need to be extremely fit if you want to be a professional dancer. I dance or move about for about six hours a day. There are great health benefits to being a dancer. I can eat a lot of pasta without gaining weight because dancing increases your metabolism so much." 

	1


John has a very busy schedule in the next few months. He took time out to speak to me today from the making of a pop video to promote N-ergy's latest record. "I choreographed the dance routine for the boys and they only had 2 days in which to learn it! I am going to be working on a video for another well known band - but that's top secret. Next month I'll be touring Spain in a production of a musical that was written by a friend of mine, Michaela Evans. 

	2


As for the future, I've come to realise that I would never be content to be just a chorus dancer - I'm too much of an individual for that. Like all artists I'd love to become a household name by writing and choreographing my own musicals." 

John was born in Jamaica to a Jamaican father and a Scottish mother but the family emigrated to England 20 years ago. "I have a little sister I adore, who is also training to be a dancer." How does it feel to have someone else following in your footsteps? 

	3



 Has he much more to learn, I wondered. "I've spent an incredible amount of my life training to get where I am. I went to college for two years in England, I trained for six months in Paris and about eight months in America. But you never really stop training or learning your art."

	4


So, would you say it's been plain sailing? "I feel I've been lucky to a degree; many people hit problems breaking into the arts. It can be a vicious circle really. You can't become a member of Equity, which is the actors' and dancers' union, without good contracts and you can't get good contracts without being a member of Equity. My advice to people who want to get into the arts would be to go out into the world, and try everything else first. 

	5


What has a dance career done for you as a person? "Thanks to dancing, I've visited and performed in 23 countries so far. This has opened my eyes to the world, and I've been able to understand issues like racism and inequality from a wider perspective.

	6


A It's fine, but I try not to give out too much advice as it gets irritating!                                          
B And if nothing you like comes out of it, then come back and be an actor or dancer.
C Without a strict daily timetable like this you find yourself wasting too much time.

D After that it's back to England to start a new term of dance classes.

E Hopefully this has enabled me to become a better and more tolerant person as a result.

F When it comes to coping with stress, I find that exercise helps me to cope with my problems, so I stay in good shape mentally as well. 

G Like any profession where you're always travelling, you tend to acquire something new almost every day.

H Being fully equipped with all this stuff beforehand makes it easier when you go for auditions.
TEXT 5
Read the text and look at the questions that follow it. In this reading comprehension, the questions are true or false.

Mother Fined For Son's Absences.
An Ipswich mother, who allowed her son to go on holiday during school term, has been fined Ј400 after her son repeatedly refused to go to school.

The 36-year-old mother, who can not be named for legal reasons, appeared before South East Suffolk Magistrates Court yesterday where magistrates heard her 14-year-old son was currently on holiday in Spain.

She told that court: "He just does not like going to school. Although he is getting better now and seems to be enjoying it."

The boy has had 145 unauthorised absences between October 15 last year and March 22 this year. His absences were blamed on a late-night life style.

The mother has been attending parenting classes voluntarily and told the court that she thought they were helping her.

Out of the last eight school sessions - there are two a day - he has attended five.

Chairman of the bench David Coe asked her if she thought she could get her son to school in future.

"Yes I think I can with some help," she said.

She told the court that he was on holiday during the time other pupils were doing work experience because he had not been given a place.

On sentencing Mr Coe said: "He is not in school and then he disappears on holiday. We would expect the local authority to bring this back to court quickly if there are further problems."

She was fined Ј400 and ordered to pay Ј50.

Yesterday's case is the second to be dealt with by south east Suffolk magistrates recently. Last month a 37-year-old was fined Ј50 after her son had attended just 16 out of 182 sessions.

And the cases follow national concern after Oxfordshire mother Patricia Amos was jailed for allowing her children to miss school. She was originally sentenced to 60 days' jail, but this was reduced on appeal.

1. The boy had returned to school when his mother was in court.                                    T/F
2. The main reason for his absences was the fact that he went out late every night.         T/F
3. The mother has to go to parenting classes.                                                                     T/F  

4. The mother claims her son is not currently missing school lessons.                              T/F  

5. The mother may find herself in court again soon.                                                          T/F 

6. There have been other similar cases nationwide but this is the first in this area.           T/F 

7. There was national support for the tough treatment of Patricia Amos.                           T/F
Speaking Comprehension Test for 10th Form Students

Directions: 
In this Test you will select three task slips from those before you. After selecting three choose one you feel you are most capable to speak about and return the other two to the table face down. Then take about a minute to collect your thoughts before you begin to speak on the topic. You may refer to the topic as needed.

1. What do you think are the main dangers of scientific advances? What laws do you think we need to protect societies from these dangers?

2. Have computers changed society for the better or for the worse?

3. What would happen if you could become invisible whenever you wanted to? What are some of the things you could do that you cannot do now?

4. What would happen if there were no cars, buses, trains, boats, or planes? How would this change your life?

5. What would you invent to make life better?

6. What would you regard as the most significant events in your country’s recent history?

7. If you could change one important thing about your hometown, what would you change? 

8. Holidays honour people or events. If you could create a new holiday, what person or event would it honour and how would you want people to celebrate it? 

9. Because of developments in communication and transportation, countries are becoming more and more alike. How is your country becoming more similar to other places?

10. Try to discuss the points about the Internet: 

· What is your experience of the internet? 

· What are the dangers of the internet? 

· What impact does the internet have on society? 

· What do you think will happen to the internet in the future?

11. Try to discuss the points about Educational system: 

· Does school prepare you for real life? 

· What is Ukrainian educational system like from your experience? 

· In what ways is English used in your country? 

· How do people in your country learn English? 

· Do you believe there should be a choice of private (paying) versus state schools?
12. What do you know about the educational systems in other countries?

13. How would you compare your living standards to those of your grandparents?
14. What does "youth culture" mean?

· Which art forms most influence young people today?

· How much do young people influence society as a whole?

· Who are some of young Ukrainians' heroes, the icons of Ukrainian youth culture?

15. Most high level jobs are done by men. Should the government encourage a certain percentage of these jobs to be reserved for women?

16. In your opinion what factors contribute to a good movie?

17. Does modern technology make life more convenient, or was life better when technology was simpler?

18. Should sports classes be sacrificed in High School so students can concentrate on Academic subjects?

19. Computers can translate all kinds of languages well so our children don't need to learn more languages in the future?　
20. Are you looking forward to anything in particular in Australia / UK / USA ?

21. How do you think you will cope abroad?

22. Living in a foreign country can be extremely trying. Talk about some of the difficulties, other than speaking another language.

Writing Test for 10th Form Students

1. We are becoming increasingly dependent on computers. They are used in business, crime detection and even to fly planes. What things will they be used for in future? Is this dependence on computers a good thing or should we be more suspicious of their benefits?

Write not less than 250 words.

2. In many countries children are engaged in some kind of paid work. Some people regard this as completely wrong, while others consider it as valuable work experience, important for learning and taking responsibility. 
What is your opinion on this?
Write not less than 250 words.

.

3. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? A person should never make an important decision alone. 
Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

Write not less than 250 words.
